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INTRODUCTION

| am pleased to present the 2026 edition of the
StrategEast Westernization Index, our flagship
study measuring the depth and direction of
Westernization across Eastern Europe, the South
Caucasus, and Central Asia. Since its inception in
2018, the Index has served as an analytical tool for
governments, international financial institutions,
development agencies, and think tanks seeking to
understand not aspirations, but structural alignment
with Western political, legal, economic, and social
models in post-Soviet Eurasia.

This edition is published
under circumstances
fundamentally different

from those surrounding our
previous release. If the 2022
Index captured the region on
the eve of a historical rupture
caused by full-scale invasion

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

of Ukraine, the 2026 Index
reflects a Eurasia that has
already crossed a point of no
return. Russia’s full-scale war
against Ukraine has ceased to
be an extraordinary shock and
has instead become a defining
structural force shaping

state behavior, institutional
trajectories, and geopolitical
choices across the entire
region we study.

For Ukraine, the war has been an existential
test. A country that should have been focused on
development, reform, and convergence has been
forced instead to defend its sovereignty, its people,
and its future at immense human and economic
cost. Yet even under martial law and wartime
constraints, Ukraine’s Western orientation has
not weakened; it has become institutionalized.
Westernization for Ukraine is no longer a reform
agenda or a policy choice — it is a matter of survival
and state continuity.

The consequences of the war extend far beyond
Ukraine. Moldova has been structurally drawn into
European legal, economic, and security frameworks.
The Baltic states have seen their long-standing
Western anchoring confirmed as a strategic
necessity rather than a historical legacy. Across



the region, the collapse of the old equilibrium —
built around Russian power, mediation, and post-
imperial inertia — has produced sharply diverging
national trajectories.

One of the most consequential developments
captured by this Index is the erosion of Russia’s
role as a regional gatekeeper. Military overstretch,
sanctions, and diplomatic isolation have reduced
Moscow's ability to arbitrate conflicts, enforce
loyalty, or monopolize trade and security choices.
This shiftis particularly visible in the South Caucasus,
where the withdrawal of Russian peacekeepers
from Karabakh and the launch of direct Armenia
-Azerbaijan  negotiations have fundamentally
altered the region’s political geometry. For the first
time in decades, states previously constrained by
Russian mediation are exercising greater room for
sovereign decision-making and diversified external
partnerships.

The Index also documents a growing institutional
polarization across Eurasia. The former “middle
zone” of hybrid balancing systems is shrinking.
On one end of the spectrum, Western-anchored
democracies and accession-track states are
embedding European norms into the core of their
political, legal, and economic systems. On the other,
entrenched authoritarian regimes are consolidating
closed models that actively resist Western
institutional standards. Between these poles,
Central Asia illustrates a distinct pattern of selective
modernization: administrative capacity, digital
governance, and economic openness advance
without corresponding political liberalization or
judicial independence.

At the same time, Westernization can no longer
be understood solely through the lens of formal
institutions. Social and cultural Westernization
continues to expand through mobility, education,
labor migration, and digital connectivity — even
where political systems remain closed. Large
segments of societies across the region now
operate within Western information, professional,
and cultural ecosystems regardless of domestic
institutional constraints. This growing gap between
societal orientation and state practice represents
one of the most important long-term dynamics
shaping Eurasia’s future.

The 2026 Westernization Index reflects a region
that no longer follows a single trajectory. Eastern
Europe, the South Caucasus, and Central Asia have
fragmented into distinct and increasingly irreversible
paths defined by war, institutional choices,
and external alignment. In this environment,
Westernization is no longer a slow cultural drift or a
symbolic aspiration. It is a strategic and institutional
decision that determines whether states integrate
into open democratic systems.

By capturing these dynamics across political,
legal, economic, cultural, and lifestyle dimensions,
the Westernization Index 2026 offers not only a
comparative measurement of proximity to the West,
but a deeper assessment of how far each country
has moved away from — or remains embedded
within — systems that constrain sovereignty,
freedom, and development.

Sincerely,
Anatoly Motkin
President, StrategEast

/4%74% Rz
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INDEXMETHODOLOGY

HOW THE SCORE IS DETERMINED

Westernization is a process of social change whereby societies adopt
Western patterns of political development, legal functioning, economic
relations, cultural discourse, and lifestyle. The Westerniza-tion Index is a tool
aimed at measuring the level to which post-Soviet countries and societies,
with the exception of the Russian Federation, have adopted, accepted, or
were permeated by Western culture in all key areas for each country. The
Index is based on a series of elements and benchmarks that helped us assess
the adoption and implementation of the Western model by looking at five key
areas:

1. Political Westernization.

2. Economic Westernization.

3. Legal Westernization.

4.  Language and cultural Westernization.
5.  Lifestyle Westernization.

We limited the Index to the five areas we believe are most critical to examine,
although we accept that we could have expanded this to include even more
areas for a more robust analysis. Each area (which has multiple sub-areas)
is weighted differently within the Index to cap-ture the relative importance
of each sector to the overall Western transition. The weight of each of the
first three areas is 25%, the fourth 15%, and the fifth 10%. The maximum
possible score is 100%, which represents full Westernization.

The Index is based on two complementary types of analysis. First, we
rely on qualitative expert assessments provided by our researchers, and
second, on quantitative data publicly available from open sources. These
two methodologies are combined in order to reflect countries’ complete
Westernization status. Our organization partnered with local experts in each
country who authored the qualitative assessments.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026



In order to ensure that the experts’ analysis is consistent across countries,
common guidelines and data sources are used in reports and evaluations.
Based on these guidelines and the combined quantitative and qualitative
data, experts assigned scores within each sub-area. These scores were then
reviewed in two steps: first by the project coordination team, and then by the
third-party expert. The two-tier review is meant to decrease the likelihood of
subjectivity and to ensure that the data are comparable.

Scoring was carried out through a multistage process which included
analytical contributions from different research teams to ensure a balanced
scoring process. The experts preparing country profiles calculated and
suggested preliminary scores according to strict indicators. The proposed
points were reviewed and adjusted by a research team in StrategEast. This
made it possible to unbundle the research and scoring process and calibrate
and weight scores in order to avoid any possible bias from the country experts.

The scoring process is based on the tested methodology used in the Nations
in Transit Report by Freedom House and the Bertelsmann Transformation
Index by Bertelsmann Foundation. The scores reflect the consensus of each
section’s author, the StrategEast research team and reviewers and academic
advisers. In cases when consensus was not reached, the score was decided by
StrategEast.

The overall process was organized into four phases, beginning with data
collection and experts’ assessment. Second, the data and qualitative analysis
are subjected to the two-step review. Third, changes are made to each country
profile to ensure that the data and the scores are comparable. Fourth, the
data and the assessment are analyzed and compared across all countries and
sectors to ensure that all trends, similarities, and differentiations are identified.

The Westernization Index was developed by a team of over 20 people,
including experts from the countries studied and the project management

group.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026
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WESTERNIZATION INDEX
SCORING RUBRIC

POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION, 25 POINTS

DEGREE OF POLITICAL A "High” score (8-10) indicates:

FREEDOM, 10 PTS ° Free and fair elections

High: 8-10 | Mid: 3-7 | Low: ] High levels of media and press freedom

0-2 o No restrictions to new political party formation/registration
PRO-WESTERN PARTIES A "High" score (6-8) indicates:

IN THE PARLIAMENT, 8 PTS o Parliamentary parties support European integration

High: 6-8 | Mid: 3-5 | Low: . Parliamentary parties support NATO integration

0-2 o Parliamentary parties support trade with \Western powers

PUBLIC OPINION OF

A "High" score (6-7) indicates:
WESTERN CIVILIZATION, 7

PTS o Public opinion polls indicate high support for EU integration
High: 6=7 | Mid: 3=5 | Low: o Public opinion polls indicate high support for NATO
0-2 ' . A o Public opinion favors strong alliances with Western powers
LEGAL WESTERNIZATION, 25 POINTS
CONSTITUTIONAL
COMPLIANCE WITH A "High" score (5-6) indicates:
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE o High level of compliance with the Venice Commission’s international
VENICE COMMISSION, 6 PTS standards . . .
o Close cooperation and engagement with the Venice Commission and

High: 5-6 | Mid: 2—4 | Low: . .
its recommendations

0-1

INDEPENDENCE OF THE A "High” score (6-7) indicates:

COURTS, 7 PTS o A strong, independent judiciary system with little corruption or external
High: 6=7 | Mid: 3-5 | Low: pressure from political actors

0-2 o A high ranking on the World Justice Project Rule of Law Index
HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION, A “High” score (5-6) indicates:

6 PTS o Legislation protecting human rights

High: 5-6 | Mid: 2—-4 | Low: . Enforcement of legal human rights protections

0-1 o Favorable reviews from human rights organizations

NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS, 6 . -

PTS Q A “High"” score (6-7) indicates:

High: 56 | Mid: 2=4 | Low: o Judges .dlspla.y a.W||I|ngness to cqnfllct Wlth p.rlor.prgsecutlons in
0-1 appropriate situations, rather than simply duplicating indictments

10 STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026



ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION, 25 POINTS

EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR A "High” score (6-7) indicates:

ASSOCIATION, 7 PTS . Membership in the European Union

High: 6-7 | Mid: 3-5 | Low: 0-2 o Membership in the World Trade Organization
EASE AND TRANSPARENCY A "High” score (5-6) indicates:

OF DOING BUSINESS, 6 PTS o High ranking on the Index of Economic Freedom
High: 5—6 | Mid: 2—4 | Low: 0-1 . High ranking on the Corruption Perception Index

WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES

A “High” -6) indicates:
OF GOODS, 6 PTS igh” score (5-6) indicates

High: 56 | Mid: 2-4 | Low: 01 o Major trading partner with Western nations and the EU
WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE A “High"” score (5-6) indicates:

COUNTRY’S ECONOMY, 6 PTS ° Support for Western foreign direct investment (FDI)
High: 5—6 | Mid: 2—4 | Low: 0-1 o Western FDI contributes a major portion of total FDI

LEGAL WESTERNIZATION, 25 POINTS

USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET

A “High” score (2) indicates:
IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE, 2

PTS o The country’s native language uses a Latin script

High: 2 | Mid: 1] Low: O o English signage is frequently used in public

PROFICIENCY IN THE MOST A “High” score (5-6) indicates:

COMMON LANGUAGES o Proportion of the population proficient in the most common
OF THE WEST, 6 PTS languages of the West (English, German, French, Spanish)
High: 5-6 | Mid: 2—-4 | Low: 0-1 o Government promotes the study of foreign languages
SHARE OF WESTERN

PRODUCTS IN THE NATION’S A “High" score (6-7) indicates:

MOVIE THEATRES AND ON ° Western TV dominates airtime

TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF ° Western movies dominate cinema showings

WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND . Widespread use of Western social media channels like Facebook
SOCIAL MEDIA, 7 PTS o Western social media is not blocked by the government

High: 6=7 | Mid: 3-5 | Low: 0-2

LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION, 10 POINTS

PERCENTAGE OF THE A o
POPULATION WHO HAVE f\ HIthi SEOS"Ea(:; 2 Itr::lcaotetsj.lation has traveled to the West
VISITED WESTERN COUTRIES, . et . .

3 High share traveling abroad for business or education
5PTS . . .

3 High share traveling abroad for vacation

High: 4=5 | Mid: 2-3 | Low: 0-1

PRESENCE OF WESTERN A “High” score (3) indicates:

FRANCHISE COMPANIES, 3 PTS o Strong presence of Western restaurants and fast—food chains
High: 3 | Mid:1=2 | Low: . Strong presence of Western supermarket chains
on: ’ ' 3 Strong presence of Western clothing brands
MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, A “High” score (2) indicates:
SMARTPHONE USAGE, 2 PTS ° A high share of the country has smartphones
High: 2 | Mid: 1| Low: O ° A high share regularly access Internet on their phone

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026 n
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YEAR/PERIOD
COVERED BY
THE DATA

DATA ON FOREIGN
DIRECT INVESTMENT
(FDI) BY ORIGIN

WHY THIS STUDY DOES NOT INCLUDE RUSSIA

While academic and research interest in Russia has always been significant,
such interest in other former Soviet states has been limited. By focusing on
all other post-Soviet countries with the exception of Russia, StrategEast's
Westernization Index is intended to help generate balanced and multi-faceted
attention on the region. By excluding Russia, we do not assume that Russia is
more or less Westernized than other post-Soviet states and societies. Rather,
the objective is to draw attention to all other former Soviet countries and to
the development they have undergone since the collapse of the USSR.

METHODOLOGICAL LIMITATIONS

Every Index, including this one, has certain methodological limitations which
are inevitable and derive from the difficulties described below. However, the
goal is not to cover every possible aspect of Westernization in the countries of
the former USSR, but rather to analyze major trends and create a propitious
foundation for robust and in-depth research in the future. Further, the report
aims to create a more informed basis for policy debate about how to support
the transition in the post-Soviet countries and increase attention to the region.
We encourage readers to use this Index with these points in mind.

While writing this report, the research team identified several issues that
posed challenges to comparing certain data and trends. These include the
following:

Certain authors proposed data covering all of 2022-2025; others gave figures
for the first half or first quarter of 2025. For example, this inconsistency is
visible in the data on investments, trade, and other areas that require concrete
data. Thus, it should be noted that the report does not provide data for the
entirety of 2025, since the data were not yet released at the time of analysis.
While the authors focus their analysis primarily on the trends of recent years,
they also cover the effects of Westernization which were caused by events
that took place much earlier (for example, in the 1990s).

Although the authors refer to the official data provided by statistics offices,
this data does not specify when FDI is actually the result of domestic money
reinvested through countries with a special fiscal regime such as Cyprus, the
Netherlands, or Austria. This may explain the high levels of FDI in certain
countries, and the experts give their own perspective on the (re-invested) FDI
in the report.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026



DIFFERENT SOURCES
OF PUBLIC OPINION
DATA

LACK OF EXTERNAL
SOURCES

QUANTIFICATION
OF TRAVEL

TO WESTERN
COUNTRIES

There is no data from certain countries when measuring public opinion of
Western civilization. While all the authors have provided data about citizens’
attitudes towards the West, these data are derived from different types of
surveys. Moreover, the questions are often asked differently from one country
to the next. Since there is no survey that covers the entire post-Soviet region
and uses the same methodology, we had to use the most appropriate source
for each country.

Several authors could not cite external sources for data in the entertain-
ment field (for example, the number of US or European films in cinemas or
on TV). The markets in these countries may be too small to be analyzed by
monitoring media/communications companies. In these situations, we chose
to rely on the observations made by local authors who are deeply familiar with
the situations in their home countries.

In some very rare and exceptional cases, the authors obtained information
from informal discussions with officials, but they are not able to refer to the
data since there was no agreement on citation. Moreover, in some cases it is
difficult to cite a source for a certain observation or phenomenon. Countries
like Ukraine or Lithuania benefit from various news sources and a diverse me-
dia environment. In the case of Turkmenistan and Tajikistan, however, there
are fewer sources providing reliable data on a daily basis.

Producing consistent data on Western travel represents another meth-
odology issue. Considering that a large number of travelers use air trans-
portation, and the majority of them use multiple connecting flights, there is
no reliable data regarding travelers’ final destinations. Many people from the
post-Soviet region travel for work and not necessarily for tourism. Also, the
figures provided might include multiple trips by the same person, which could
be misleading.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026
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SUMMARY OF 20260 EDITION

SCORES
(BASED ON A 1-100 SCALE) Seore Score Seore |, Change

2026 2022 2020 | 2022-2026

1 Estonia 970 930 925 |# 40

2 Latvia 930 890 900 |4 40

3 Lithuania 910 895 875 |4 15

4 Moldova 720 655 590 |# 6.5

5 Ukraine 690 640 585 |# 50

6 Armenia 535 480 510 |® 55

7 Uzbekistan 430 335 325 |#® 95

8 Kazakhstan 410 330 350 |# 80

9 Georgia 370 640 640 |¥#-270

10 Azerbaijan 345 345 400 0.0

SRR 1 Tajikistan 300 190 180 |% 110
:._&Q-E" 12 Kyrgyzstan 315 325 395 % -10
BLACKSEA 13 Belarus 285 295 335 |¥%-10

- .:..'

5% 14 Turkmenistan 180 170 150 [# 10
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WESTERNIZATION INDEX
BY CATECORY, POINTS

Language

Rank | counery | Z3CESS) | outor2s) | Gurores e (Ut o 10) | (out of 100
1 Estonia 230 250 25.0 14.0 10.0 97.0
2 Latvia 230 22.0 23.0 15.0 10.0 93.0
3 Lithuania 220 220 24.5 12.5 10.0 91.0
4 Moldova 190 16.0 21.0 8.0 8.0 72.0
5 Ukraine 185 13.0 18.0 1.0 85 69.0
6 Armenia 130 1.0 13.5 10.0 6.0 53.5
7 Uzbekistan 8.0 1.0 12.0 7.0 5.0 43.0
8 Kazakhstan 70 70 15.0 6.0 6.0 41.0
9 Georgia 8.0 5.0 9.0 9.0 6.0 37.0
10 Azerbaijan 4.5 3.0 12.5 9.0 55 34.5
1 Tajikistan 5.0 4.0 8.0 8.0 5.0 30.0
12 Kyrgyzstan 6.0 50 9.0 6.5 50 31.5
13 Belarus 4.5 4.0 7.0 7.5 55 28.5
14 Turkmenistan 3.0 4.0 5.0 4.5 1.5 18.0
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REGIONAL MEGATRENDS

WAR AS THE DEFINING STRUCTURAL
FORCE

Russia’s full-scale war against Ukraine has
become the gravest threat to every state in Eastern
Europe, the South Caucasus, and Central Asia, and
the defining event of the region’s contemporary
history. For Ukraine, the war has been an existential
ordeal: a country that should have been focused
on development has instead been forced to
defend its home, its people, and its sovereignty,
suffering enormous human and economic losses as
a result of Russian aggression. For Europe and for
countries bordering Russia, the war has required a
fundamental rethinking of security, energy systems,
and strategic priorities in order to support Ukraine
and/or to protect their own stability.

The war is no longer a temporary disruption but
a permanent condition shaping political systems,
economic structures, and foreign policy choices
across the region. Ukraine and Moldova have
been structurally pulled into European security,
legal, and economic frameworks, while even more
distant states have been forced to reconsider their
dependence on Russia as a political, military, and
economic hub. The previous regional equilibrium
built around Russian power and post-imperial
inertia has collapsed, replaced by sharply diverging
geopolitical and institutional trajectories.

THE EROSION OF RUSSIAN
GATEKEEPING

A second defining megatrend is the rapid decline
of Russia’s ability to control regional outcomes.
Military overstretch, sanctions, financial strain,
and diplomatic isolation have sharply reduced
Moscow's capacity to enforce loyalty, arbitrate
conflicts, or act as the primary center of gravity
for trade and security. Where Russia once acted
as the unavoidable intermediary for political and
economic decisions, it is now increasingly bypassed
or ignored.

This shift is most visible in the South Caucasus. The
settlement of the Karabakh conflict, the withdrawal

of Russian peacekeepers, and the launch of direct
Armenia-Azerbaijan negotiations have dismantled
Moscow's central role in the region. For the first
time in decades, Yerevan and Baku are able to
shape their security, transit, and economic relations
without Russian mediation, supported by Western
and Turkish diplomatic engagement. Russia’s
attempts to retain leverage through pressure on
diasporas, energy, and information space now face

clear limits due to its weakened capacity.

Central Asia is experiencing a similar, though more
gradual, change. Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan have
expanded Western and Chinese partnerships while
reducing their exposure to Russian dominance.
Moscow remains a relevant actor, but it no longer
monopolizes political or economic choices.

INSTITUTIONAL POLARIZATION

The region is undergoing a rapid polarization
between  Western-anchored  systems  and
authoritarian  regimes, with the
disappearance of the former “middle zone” of
balanced hybrid models. The Baltic states, Ukraine,
and Moldova are firmly embedded in Western
political, legal, and economic frameworks. In
these countries, European integration, regulatory
convergence, and Western security alignment are
no longer contested strategic options but structural
features of statehood.

entrenched

At the opposite end, Belarus, Turkmenistan, and
Tajikistan have consolidated closed authoritarian
systems that actively resist Western institutional
norms. These regimes are increasingly isolated from
European legal, political, and civil society networks,
relying instead on repression and limited external
partnerships to sustain stability.

Georgia represents a destabilizing anomaly. Its
society remains overwhelmingly pro-European, but
its state institutions are drifting toward authoritarian
governance and confrontation with the EU. This
widening gap between public orientation and
political practice has pushed Georgia out of the
accession-driven reform track, weakening its
traditional role as the South Caucasus’s most
Western-linked state.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026
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Central Asia has converged around a model of
selective modernization: Western standards are
adopted in finance, trade, and digital governance,
but not in political competition or judicial
independence. This has produced administratively
capable but politically closed systems that are
economically connected to the West without being
institutionally Westernized. A notable exception is
Kazakhstan’s Astana International Financial Centre,
where an independent court operating since
2018 applies English common law. This court is
staffed by senior judges from England and Wales,
and it delivers enforceable rulings in commercial
disputes, demonstrating that limited but functional
judicial independence is possible within a special
institutional framework.

ECONOMIC RE-ANCHORING AND
CORRIDOR POLITICS

The war and the weakening of Russian power
have reshaped the region’s economic geography.
Countries anchored to Europe have deepened their
integration into EU markets, logistics, and financial
systems. Ukraine and Moldova have redirected the
bulk of their trade and transit toward the EU, while
the Baltic states remain fully embedded in European
economic structures.

In the South Caucasus, the weakening of Russian
control over transport and energy corridors has
opened new opportunities for Armenia and
Azerbaijan to diversify trade and infrastructure links
toward Europe and Turkey. Azerbaijan’s export
economy is increasingly tied to European energy
markets, while Armenia is developing new logistics,
service, and transit connections as part of a broader
re-orientation away from Russian gatekeeping.

Central Asia is also diversifying its trade and
investment routes, with Western, Chinese, and
regional corridors competing for influence. In
contrast, Belarus and Turkmenistan remain locked
into narrow, politically constrained economic
networks with limited Western integration.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

SOCIAL WESTERNIZATION THROUGH
MOBILITY AND DIGITALIZATION

Even where political and legal Westernization is
limited, social and cultural Westernization continues
to expand through migration, education, and digital
connectivity. Labor mobility toward the EU, student
exchanges, Western media consumption, and global
digital platforms have created large populations
across the region with daily exposure to Western
norms, lifestyles, and information ecosystems.

This is especially pronounced in Ukraine, Moldova,
Georgia, and Armenia, where Western reference
points increasingly shape social aspirations and
professional life. In Central Asia, urban populations
show similar patterns, even as political systems
remain closed. More authoritarian states, including
Belarus and Turkmenistan, increasingly attempt to
manage or restrict this exposure, recognizing its
long-term political and cultural impact.

A FRAGMENTED AND IRREVERSIBLE
REGIONAL LANDSCAPE

Eastern Europe, the South Caucasus, and
Central Asia no longer form a single coherent
geopolitical space. Western-anchored democracies,
hybrid reformers, fragile sovereignty-builders,
and entrenched autocracies coexist but follow
fundamentally different trajectories. These paths are
increasingly locked in by war, institutional choices,
and external alignments. In this environment,
Westernization is no longer a slow cultural drift but
a strategic and institutional decision that determines
whether states align with the democratic West
and move toward open, integrated systems, or
effectively side with Russia’s aggressive geopolitical
agenda and remain bound by authoritarian control
and external domination. The Westernization
Index therefore captures not only proximity to
the West, but the depth of each country’s escape
from or entrenchment within systems of imperial
dependence and domestic repression.



1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION

POLITICAL 11 DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM
WESTERNIZATION By 2025, political freedom across the region is defined by

a widening split between consolidated democracies, wartime
POINTS, OUT OF 25 . . .

governance under democratic legitimacy, hybrid managed
systems, and closed authoritarian regimes. The Baltic states
Estonia 23 remain firmly democratic, with competitive elections, strong
media pluralism, and institutional checks that meet Western

Latvia = standards, while Moldova sustains competitive electoral
Lithuania 22 politics even as Russian interference and vote-buying
schemes remain a systemic pressure on the integrity of the

Moldova 19 process. Ukraine, despite martial law and the suspension of
elections due to the full-scale war, preserves a functioning

Ukraine 185 parliamentary system, pluralistic political life within wartime

constraints, and a broadly legitimate public consensus around

Armenia 13 ) , .
the state’s Euro-Atlantic course. Georgia stands out for a

Georgia 8 sharp democratic regression: formal institutions remain, but
repression of opposition, pressure on media and civil society,
Uzbekistan 8 and punitive state practices have produced a level of political

closure increasingly comparable to authoritarian systems.

bl 7/ Armenia and Azerbaijan enter a new post-war phase in which

Kyrgyzstan 5 the redgc‘uon of Russia’s coercive footprint, the withdrawal

of Russian peacekeepers from the Karabakh, and the shift

Tajikistan 5 to direct Yerevan-Baku dialogue have expanded the room

for sovereign decision-making and external partnerships, but

Azerbaijan 4.5 this opening coexists with fragile institutions and heightened
itivity t it tives. Central Asi ti to displ

Belarus 45 sensi |.V|Iy O.SGCUI’I ynar‘ra |Yes gn ra S|a.c.on |rTues 9 |§p ay

“administrative modernization without political liberalization:”

Turkmenistan 3 Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan combine improved state capacity

and partial governance reforms with restricted competition
and controlled public space, while Kyrgyzstan completes a
marked drift away from earlier pluralism toward electoral
authoritarianism. Belarus, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan remain
locked into entrenched authoritarian rule, with elections serving
regime legitimation, independent politics largely eliminated, and
civic space severely curtailed.
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TABLE 1.1

Degree of political freedom
Points, out of 10

Estonia 10
Latvia 9
Moldova g
Lithuania 8
Armenia 6

Ukraine 5.5
Uzbekistan 3
Kazakhstan 2
Azerbaijan 1
Belarus 1
Georgia 1
Kyrgyzstan 1
Tajikistan 1

Turkmenistan 0.5

TABLE 1.2

Pro-Western parties in parliament

Points, out of 8

Lithuania
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Estonia

Latvia

Ukraine

Moldova

Armenia

Georgia

Kyrgyzstan

Uzbekistan
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Belarus

Kazakhstan

Tajikistan

Turkmenistan

Azerbaijan
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1.2 PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN PARLIAMENT

The parliamentary map in 2025 shows a strong consolidation
of pro-Western legislative majorities in the countries closest to
the EU trajectory and a disappearance of openly pro-Russian
platforms where Russia has become the core security threat.
Ukraine's parliament is fully consolidated around EU and NATO
integration, with pro-Russian parties removed under wartime legal
frameworks and no remaining faction advocating an alternative
geopolitical orientation; Moldova similarly sustains a pro-
European parliamentary majority that frames its mandate around
completing EU accession negotiations, despite around 24%
of parliamentary seats being held by a political bloc advocating
closer alignment with Russia. In the Baltic states, a broad Euro-
Atlantic consensus remains the baseline across mainstream parties
despite coalition turbulence and the presence of disruptive populist
actors. Georgia's parliamentary picture is structurally different:
pro-Western representation is reduced and constrained amid
opposition exclusion and escalating pressure on pro-European
political leaders. Armenia and Azerbaijan’s post-war settlement
dynamics and the shift to direct bilateral talks, supported by
international facilitation in 2025, reduce Russia’s role as a political
gatekeeper and encourage parliamentary agendas oriented toward
sovereignty-building and diversified external cooperation, including
with Western partners and Turkey, even if party systems differ in
how explicitly they articulate “pro-Western” identity. Central Asian
legislatures generally lack ideologically pro-Western parties but still
support functional Westernization through policy lines linked to
trade rules, regulatory convergence, and selective cooperation
frameworks; in the region’s closed autocracies, parliaments
remain fully subordinated to executive power, with no meaningful
Western-oriented political forces represented.

1.3 PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN
CIVILIZATION

Public opinion reveals a layered pattern: strong values-based
Western identification in the Baltic states; security-driven
Western alignment in Ukraine; divided but steadily European-
leaning sentiment in Moldova; and a widening gap between
society and state in Georgia where popular pro-EU attitudes
coexist with institutional backsliding. Ukraine’s public remains
overwhelmingly supportive of EU and NATO integration,
though perceptions of Western fatigue and doubts about long-
term resolve increase under wartime strain; Moldova shows
majority support for EU accession alongside weak support for
NATO, reflecting the impact of Russian disinformation and
long-standing neutrality narratives. The post-war opening



TABLE 1.3

Public opinion of Western
civilization

Points, out of 7

Latvia

Lithuania

Estonia

Ukraine

Georgia

Armenia

Kazakhstan

Moldova

Azerbaijan

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

Uzbekistan

Belarus

Turkmenistan
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and the reduction of Russia’s direct leverage have enabled
Armenia and Azerbaijan to expand their external options, and
public sentiment increasingly treats Western cooperation as
a pathway to security, mobility, and economic opportunity,
even if societies remain cautious about formal bloc alignment;
the key shift is that opinions are now shaped less by Russia
as a “security provider” and more by sovereign choice, direct
regional connectivity, and pragmatic partnerships with the
West and Turkey. In Central Asia, Westernization is often
aspirational and lifestyle-driven — education, technology,
and quality-of-life standards — while geopolitical preferences
remain multi-vector or neutral. In Belarus, Turkmenistan, and
Tajikistan, information control and repression suppress open
pro-Western expression, but digital exposure and migration-
related contacts continue to sustain a latent reservoir of
Western-oriented aspirations that has little institutional outlet.
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LECGAL

WESTERNIZATION

POINTS, OUT OF 25

Estonia 25
Latvia 22
Lithuania 22
Moldova 16
Ukraine 13
Armenia 1
Uzbekistan 1
Kazakhstan 7
Georgia 5
Kyrgyzstan 5
Belarus 4
Tajikistan 4
Turkmenistan 4
Azerbaijan 3
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21 CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH
THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE VENICE
COMMISSION

Constitutional convergence with European standards is
increasingly split between (a) EU members and accession-
track states that work inside European legal ecosystems,
(b) hybrid systems that selectively borrow legal language
without rebalancing executive power, and (c) entrenched
autocracies where constitutional design primarily protects
regime dominance. The Baltic states remain fully aligned with
European constitutional norms and rule-of-law practices,
while  Moldova continues accession-driven alignment
through reforms of the electoral and justice frameworks
under ongoing European scrutiny. Ukraine maintains formal
constitutional anchoring to EU and NATO membership and
continues to work with the Venice Commission on high-stakes
constitutional justice reforms even under wartime constraints,
though implementation risks remain.

Georgia is the clearest negative outlier among EU-
associated states: legislative moves targeting civil society
and “foreign influence” have been assessed by the Venice
Commission as incompatible with key democratic standards,
accelerating divergence from European constitutional
benchmarks. Armenia’s constitutional order remains closer
to European models than most post-Soviet peers, while
Azerbaijan’s  framework remains firmly authoritarian,
indicating fundamentally different baselines for constitutional
Westernization. Central Asia shows selective convergence:
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan incorporate international rights
language and procedural guarantees but preserve strong
presidential dominance and weak checks and balances, while
Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan remain structurally misaligned
with European constitutional expectations. Belarus and
Turkmenistan remain outside European constitutionalism
altogether, with constitutional structures subordinated to
personalized executive power.



TABLE 2.1

Constitutional compliance with
the requirements of the Venice

Commission
Points, out of 6

Estonia

Latvia

Lithuania

Ukraine

Armenia

Uzbekistan

Kazakhstan

Moldova
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Azerbaijan

Belarus

Georgia

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

Turkmenistan

TABLE 2.2

Independence of the courts
Points, out of 7

Estonia

7

Lithuania

6.5

Latvia

Moldova

Ukraine

Uzbekistan
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Armenia

2.5

Kazakhstan

Belarus

Georgia

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

Turkmenistan

Azerbaijan

0.5

2.2 INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS

Judicial independence remains the clearest legal dividing
line in 2025. The Baltic states retain EU-standard judicial
integrity and institutional safeguards, while Moldova and
Ukraine continue integrity-based reforms (including vetting
and internationally supported selection mechanisms) to
reduce political and oligarchic capture — still uneven, but
directionally aligned with Western rule-of-law expectations.
Georgia is moving in the opposite direction: its judiciary is
widely described as captured by entrenched informal networks
and vulnerable to executive interference, which undermines
public trust and the credibility of legal remedies.

In the South Caucasus, Freedom House describes Armenia’s
courts as affected by systemic politicalinfluence and corruption,
with judges reportedly pressured toward convictions and with
extremely low acquittal rates — showing that even a “Partly
Free” status can coexist with major rule-of-law deficits. By
contrast, Freedom House describes Azerbaijan’s judiciary as
corrupt and subservient to the executive, with politicized
cases against activists and journalists illustrating the absence
of meaningful independence. In Central Asia, Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan have improved court transparency and
digitalization, but politically sensitive cases remain constrained
by executive and prosecutorial dominance; Kyrgyzstan’s
democratic contraction reinforces similar pressures. In Belarus,
Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan, courts function as extensions
of executive and security power, placing them far outside
Western rule-of-law models.

2.3 HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION

Across the region, the formal presence of rights provisions
increasingly diverges from enforcement capacity and political
intent. EU members and accession-track states (Baltics,
Moldova, Ukraine) continue legislative alignment with
European human-rights and anti-discrimination frameworks,
supported by accession conditionality and external monitoring,
even as wartime governance in Ukraine and corruption
legacies in Moldova keep enforcement uneven. Georgia's
legislative direction has expanded tools that chill civic space
and stigmatize independent organizations, reinforcing the
growing gap between constitutional guarantees and actual
protection of rights.
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TABLE 2.3

Human rights legislation
Points, out of 6

Estonia 6
Latvia 6
Moldova 5
Lithuania 4.5
Ukraine 4
Uzbekistan
Armenia 2.5
Kyrgyzstan 2
Turkmenistan 1.5
Azerbaijan 1
Belarus 1
Georgia 1
Kazakhstan 1
Tajikistan 1
TABLE 2.4

Number of acquittals
Points, out of 6

Estonia

Lithuania

Latvia

Moldova

Armenia

Georgia

Belarus

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

Ukraine

Uzbekistan

Azerbaijan

0.5

Turkmenistan

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

0.5

In the South Caucasus, Armenia’s “Partly Free” status reflects
a comparatively more pluralistic environment than most post-
Soviet systems, but rights concerns remain salient in practice.
Azerbaijan represents the opposite pole: human-rights
organizations document sustained repression of civil society
and intensified crackdowns on critical voices, including arrests
and prosecutions of activists and journalists, underscoring
the structural disconnect between law-on-paper and law-in-
action. Central Asia shows partial legislative modernization
(especially Uzbekistan and Kazakhstan), but enforcement
remains politically bounded; in Tajikistan and Turkmenistan,
rights commitments are largely declarative under pervasive
control, and Belarus remains a paradigmatic case of law used
as a repression instrument.

2.4 NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS

Acquittal rates continue to serve as a practical proxy for
whether courts can contradict prosecutors and political
expectations. In the Baltic states, acquittals are a normal
feature of independent adjudication consistent with EU
standards. Moldova’s own data indicate acquittals remain
infrequent (around 1.93%), reflecting a still conviction-
oriented system despite ongoing reforms; Ukraine's broader
rule-of-law indicators similarly point to persistent structural
weaknesses in criminal justice despite reform cycles. Georgia‘s
politicized judicial environment supports the broader diagnosis
of selective justice, where acquittal space is constrained in
sensitive cases. Armenia’s justice system is characterized by
extremely low acquittal rates and persistent political influence
over judicial outcomes, indicating that courts still tend to
favor the prosecution and the state in sensitive cases, despite
formal reform efforts. Azerbaijan, in turn, operates a highly
centralized and executive-controlled judicial system in which
politically sensitive prosecutions, especially against critics,
activists, and independent voices, leave little practical space for
acquittals or genuinely independent adjudication. In Central
Asia, acquittals remain uncommon, especially in criminal cases
— even where administrative and commercial procedures
have modernized; in Belarus, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan,
acquittals are virtually nonexistent, illustrating justice systems
designed for conviction rather than adjudication.



3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION

FCONOMIC 31 EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP

WESTERNIZATION ~ ORASSOUIATION

By 2025, economic Westernization is structured around
POINTS, OUT OF 25 / | #aton 5 SHUCH i

formal integration into Western-oriented trade regimes and
informal access to diversified markets. The Baltic states are
Estonia 75 fully integrated into the EU single market and operate under
Western competition, customs, and regulatory frameworks,
while Moldova and Ukraine are associated with the EU through

Lithuania 245

Latvia 23 Association Agreements and Deep and Comprehensive Free
Trade Areas, and both have WTO membership that anchors
Moldova 21 their trade regimes in multilateral rules. Georgia is also a full

member of the WTO and maintains DCFTA ties with the EU,
but its political estrangement from Brussels has moderated
the pace of deeper economic alignment. Armenia is a WTO
member, while Azerbaijan remains in the WTO accession

Ukraine 18

Kazakhstan 15

Armenia 13.5 process, but both are capitalizing on the post-war reduction
of Russian trade gatekeeping to diversify external partnerships
Azerbaijan 125 with Western markets and Turkey, even though neither holdsan

EU Association Agreement. Central Asian states (Kazakhstan,
Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan) combine WTO membership with
a multi-vector economic orientation, balancing Russia and
China with selective engagement with Western markets,
Kyrgyzstan 9 while Uzbekistan pursues a similar multi-vector strategy but
remains outside the WTO, continuing accession negotiations.
Belarus and Turkmenistan remain weakly integrated into
Western trade frameworks due to sanctions, extensive state
control, and limited regulatory compatibility.

Uzbekistan 12

Georgia 9

Tajikistan 8

Belarus 7

Turkmenistan 5
3.2 EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING

BUSINESS

Ease of doing business remains one of the clearest practical
indicators of economic Westernization. The Baltic states
provide transparent, predictable, and widely accessible
regulatory environments consistent with EU standards.
Moldova and Ukraine have strengthened digital governance,
tax administration, and business registration, though
corruption and judicial enforcement gaps persist. In the
South Caucasus, Georgia continues to offer relatively open
business conditions on paper, but political interference and
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TABLE 3.1

EU and WTO membership
or association

Points, out of 7

Estonia

Latvia

Lithuania

Moldova

Ukraine

Armenia

Kazakhstan

Georgia

Kyrgyzstan

Uzbekistan

Tajikistan
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=
(6]

Turkmenistan

=
w

Belarus

TABLE 3.2

Ease and transparency
of doing business
Points, out of 6

_

Estonia 6
Lithuania 55
Kazakhstan 4
Latvia 4
Moldova 4
Uzbekistan 4
Armenia 3.5
Azerbaijan 3
Ukraine 2.5
Belarus 2
Georgia 2
Kyrgyzstan 2
Tajikistan 2

Turkmenistan
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selective enforcement have weakened confidence among
independent firms and Western investors. Armenia maintains
a comparatively competitive environment within the region,
with reforms aimed at improving transparency and attracting
diversified investment after the post-war opening, whereas
Azerbaijan’s economy remains heavily shaped by state
influence, limited contract enforcement, and political barriers
that constrain independent business activity outside the
energy sector. Central Asia shows a mixed picture: Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan have made administrative efficiency gains, but
opaque institutional influence and weak courts continue to
distort competition; Kyrgyzstan’s regulatory volatility further
undermines investor confidence. Belarus, Turkmenistan, and
Tajikistan persist as environments where state dominance
and political favoritism make Western-style private-sector
development structurally difficult.

3.3 WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF
GOODS

The Western share in national trade structures varies
sharply across the region and closely reflects each country’s
institutional and geopolitical alignment. The Baltic states and
Moldova are deeply embedded in EU supply chains, with the
European Union accounting for the dominant share of both
exports and imports, while Ukraine’s wartime economy has
reoriented decisively toward European markets and transit
routes, making the EU its primary external trading partner. In
the South Caucasus, Georgia remains the most institutionally
EU-linked trade economy through its DCFTA framework, even
as political tensions with Brussels shape the pace of deeper
convergence; Azerbaijan is structurally tied to Europe on the
export side, with the EU serving as its largest export market,
primarily for hydrocarbons, while European goods play a
more limited role in its imports; Armenia, by contrast, has
only a single-digit EU share in overall trade, with Europe more
important as a source of imports than as an export destination
and with recent trade patterns strongly influenced by re-
export flows and shifting regional logistics. In Central Asia,
Russia and China continue to dominate trade, but Western
goods, technologies, and standards have gained footholds in
Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, especially in machinery, consumer
goods, and services. In Belarus, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan,
Western products remain marginal, with domestic markets
largely supplied by Russian, Chinese, and regional partners.



TABLE 3.3

Western share in the sales

of goods

Points, out of 6

Estonia

Latvia

Lithuania

Moldova

Ukraine
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Azerbaijan

4.5

Kazakhstan

Armenia

Georgia

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

Uzbekistan
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Belarus

Turkmenistan

TABLE 3.4

Western investment in the
country’s economy
Points, out of 6

Estonia 6
Latvia 6
Lithuania 6
Moldova 5
Azerbaijan 3.5
Ukraine 35
Armenia 3
Kazakhstan 3
Uzbekistan 3
Belarus 2.5
Georgia 2
Kyrgyzstan 2
Tajikistan 2

Turkmenistan

3.4 WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE
COUNTRY'S ECONOMY

Western investment remains concentrated in countries
combining predictable regulation with geopolitical alignment
and institutional transparency, but regional dynamics —
especially in the South Caucasus — are shifting rapidly.
The Baltic states, Moldova, and Ukraine attract the bulk of
EU, U.S., and international financial institution capital, with
Ukraine and Moldova receiving major Western funds tied to
accession and reconstruction needs. In the South Caucasus,
Georgia historically served as the most attractive destination
for Western investment, but political and legal uncertainties
have begun to erode that position. More recent periods
showed volatility in inflows in Armenia, but new regional
peace and connectivity initiatives — including prospective
transit corridors and diplomatic engagement with Western
institutions — are expanding investment opportunities in
technology, trade infrastructure, services, and high-value
sectors and could catalyze renewed interest from Western
firms. Azerbaijan continues to attract substantial foreign
capital, notably in energy, transport, and infrastructure
projects, with Western investors active particularly where
legal protections and partnership frameworks exist, and
the EU positioned as a key economic partner supporting
diversification and export capacity beyond hydrocarbons. In
Central Asia, Kazakhstan remains the principal recipient of
Western investment in energy, mining, and finance, while
Uzbekistan is emerging as a reform-oriented destination; both
nonetheless continue to balance Western capital with strong
Chinese and regional investment. Belarus, Turkmenistan, and
Tajikistan remain largely excluded from sustained Western
private investment due to sanctions, weak rule of law, and
high political risk.
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LANGUAGE

AND CULTURAL
WESTERNIZATION
POINTS, OUT OF 15

Latvia 15

Estonia 14

Lithuania 125

Ukraine M

Armenia 10

Azerbaijan 9

Georgia 9

Moldova 8

Tajikistan 8

Belarus 7.5

Uzbekistan 7

Kyrgyzstan 6.5

Kazakhstan 6

Turkmenistan 4.5
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41  USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE
NATIVE LANGUAGE

The Baltic states have long operated fully in Latin-based
national languages aligned with European communication
standards, while Moldova's use of Latin script in Romanian
reinforces its institutional and cultural integration with the
EU. Ukraine's Ukrainian-language Latinization initiatives
remain symbolic rather than systemic, but the broader shift
away from Russian linguistic dominance continues. In the
South Caucasus, both Georgia and Armenia use unique non-
Latin scripts (Georgian and Armenian) that are deeply tied to
national identity rather than geopolitical orientation, meaning
that Latinization is not a relevant indicator of Westernization in
their cases; Azerbaijan, by contrast, uses a Latin-based alphabet
for Azerbaijani, reinforcing its linguistic separation from
Russian influence and facilitating international and Western
communication. In Central Asia, Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan
continue their state-driven transitions from Cyrillic to Latin
alphabets as part of broader post-Soviet de-Russification
and internationalization strategies, while Kyrgyzstan and
Tajikistan remain primarily Cyrillic-based, reflecting stronger
institutional and cultural attachment to the Russian sphere.
Belarus continues to privilege Cyrillic despite the historical
existence of the Latin-based own script, and Turkmenistan
formally uses a Latin alphabet but remains culturally isolated
from Western informational space, illustrating that script
alone does not guarantee Westernization.

4.2 PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION
PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH,
FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH)

In the Baltic states, English is widely used in higher education,
government, and the private sector, supported by EU mobility
and labor market integration. Ukraine and Moldova have
seen rapid growth in English proficiency among younger and
urban populations, driven by European integration, labor
migration, and wartime international engagement. In the
South Caucasus, Georgia maintains one of the highest levels



TABLE 4.1

Use of the Latin alphabet
in the native language

Points, out of 2

Azerbaijan

Estonia

Latvia

Lithuania

Moldova

Turkmenistan

Uzbekistan

Armenia

Belarus

Georgia

Kazakhstan

Tajikistan

Ukraine

Kyrgyzstan

TABLE 4.2

Proportion of the population proficient
in the most common languages of the
West (English, French, German, Spanish)

Points, out of 6

Latvia

0.5

Estonia

Armenia

Georgia

Lithuania

Ukraine

Azerbaijan

Belarus

Tajikistan

Uzbekistan

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Moldova
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Turkmenistan

5

of English usage in the region due to long-standing Western
educational and civil society links; Armenia shows strong
growth in English skills in the IT, services, and diaspora-linked
sectors, while Russian remains influential due to labor and
migration ties; Azerbaijan’s English proficiency is concentrated
among urban professionals and students, with broader society
still relying primarily on Azerbaijani and Russian. In Central
Asia, English and Western language education has expanded
significantly in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan, especially in elite
schools and universities, while Kyrgyzstan and Tajikistan lag
behind and remain heavily Russian speaking in professional
and interethnic communication. Belarus and Turkmenistan
show limited penetration of Western languages outside
private education and elite circles, reflecting state-controlled
educational priorities.

4.3 SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE
NATION'S MOVIE THEATERS AND ON TV
CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET
SITES AND SOCIAL MEDIA

Access to and consumption of Western media and
digital platforms remains a powerful indicator of cultural
Westernization. The Baltic states are fully embedded in
Western audiovisual and digital ecosystems, with American
(Hollywood) and European films, Western television content,
and unrestricted use of global platforms such as Facebook,
Instagram, and X (Twitter) forming the core of popular media
consumption. Ukraine and Moldova display similarly high
exposure to Western media and social networks, amplified
by wartime reliance on Western information channels and
diaspora connectivity. In the South Caucasus, Georgia has
a strong Western media presence in cinemas, streaming
platforms, and online spaces despite political pressures on
broadcasters; Armenia’s population is highly engaged with
Western digital platforms and streaming services, particularly
among younger and urban users, while Azerbaijan allows
broad access to Western online platforms but maintains
tighter control over traditional media, resulting in a mix of
global digital consumption and state-managed broadcast
content. In Central Asia, Western films, series, and social
networks are widely consumed in Kazakhstan and Uzbekistan,
primarily via online platforms, although Russian-language
media remains highly influential. Kyrgyzstan displays similar
but less pronounced patterns. In Tajikistan, Western cultural
consumption is present mainly through digital platforms and
among younger audiences but remains constrained by state
regulation, censorship, and the dominance of Russian and
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TABLE 4.3
Share of Western products in the
nation’s movie theaters and on TV
channels, share of Western internet
sites and social media
Points, out of 7

Estonia 7
Latvia 7
Lithuania 6.5
Ukraine 6
Armenia 5
Azerbaijan 4
Georgia 4
Kyrgyzstan 4
Moldova 4
Tajikistan 4
Belarus 3.5
Kazakhstan 3
Uzbekistan 2
Turkmenistan 1.5
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regional media, while Turkmenistan continues to severely
restrict access to global media, sharply limiting Western
cultural penetration. In Belarus, increasing internet controls
and repression of independent media have significantly
reduced the visibility of Western content in the public sphere,
pushing Western cultural consumption into private and online
spaces.



5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION

LIFESTYLE 51 PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO
WESTERNIZATION HAVE VISITED WESTERN COUNTRIES

POINTS, OUT OF 10 The Baltic states exhibit the highest levels of Western travel,

as EU citizenship enables routine mobility for work, study,
and tourism. Moldova and Ukraine also show very high levels
Estonia 10 of Western travel, driven by labor migration, refugee flows,
education, and long-term residence in EU countries, with the

Tede 2 European Union now serving as the dominant destination for
Lithuania 10 cross-border mobility. In the South Caucasus, Georgia stands
out for widespread Western travel due to visa-free access to

Ukraine 8.5 the EU and long-standing people-to-people ties; Armenia has
seen steadily rising Western mobility through its large diaspora

Moldova 8 networks, professional migration, and expanding educational
Armenia 6 and business links with Europe and North America; Azerbaijan
displays a far more concentrated pattern, where travel to

Georgia 6 Western countries is largely confined to urban elites, business
communities, and students, with limited population-wide

Kazakhstan 6 exposure. In Central Asia, Western travel remains comparatively

low due to cost, visa barriers, and the dominance of Russia-
and China-oriented labor migration, although Kazakhstan
and Uzbekistan show gradual growth in business and student
travel to Europe and North America. In Belarus, Turkmenistan,
Kyrgyzstan 5 and Tajikistan, political restrictions, economic constraints, and
visa barriers sharply limit population-level travel to Western
countries.

Azerbaijan 5.5

Belarus 55

Tajikistan 5

Uzbekistan 5

Turkmenistan 1.5
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TABLE 5.1

Percentage of the population who

have visited Western countries

Points, out of 5

Estonia

Latvia

Lithuania

Moldova

Ukraine

Armenia

Azerbaijan

Georgia

Kazakhstan

Uzbekistan

Belarus

Kyrgyzstan

Tajikistan

Turkmenistan

TABLE 5.2

Presence of Western franchise

companies
Points, out of 3

Estonia 3
Latvia 3
Lithuania 3
Ukraine 25
Armenia 2
Azerbaijan 2
Belarus 2
Georgia 2
Kazakhstan 2
Moldova 2
Tajikistan 2
Kyrgyzstan 1.5
Uzbekistan 1
Turkmenistan 0.5
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5.2 PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE
COMPANIES

The spread of Western franchises in food, retail, hospitality,
and services provides a visible indicator of consumer-level
Westernization. The Baltic states are fully integrated into
Western corporate and retail ecosystems, while Moldova and
Ukraine host a growing presence of European and American
brands despite wartime disruptions in Ukraine. In the South
Caucasus, Georgia remains the most Westernized consumer
market, with a dense presence of international franchises and
service companies in its major cities; Armenia has experienced
a noticeable expansion of Western-linked franchises and
service brands in retail, food, and hospitality, supported by
its more open business climate and growing international
connections; Azerbaijan hosts many global brands, particularly
in Baku, but their presence is highly concentrated and shaped
by state-centered economic management, limiting broader
diffusion across society. In Central Asia, Kazakhstan has the
most extensive network of Western franchises, followed by
Uzbekistan, where market liberalization has attracted new
international retail and service brands; Kyrgyzstan shows more
limited penetration, while Tajikistan and Turkmenistan remain
largely closed to international franchise expansion. In Belarus,
sanctions and isolation have significantly reduced the visibility
and operation of Western consumer brands.

5.3 MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE,
SMARTPHONE USAGE

Digital connectivity underpins Westernized lifestyles by
enabling access to global media, communication platforms,
and digital services. The Baltic states, Moldova, and Ukraine
have high levels of mobile internet coverage and smartphone
use, supporting deep engagement with Western platforms,
e-commerce, and online services, even under wartime
conditions in Ukraine. In the South Caucasus, Georgia,
Armenia, and Azerbaijan all display high smartphone
penetration and widespread mobile internet access, but the
social meaning of connectivity differs: Georgia and Armenia
allow relatively open use of global platforms and digital services,
reinforcing exposure to Western media and networks, while
Azerbaijan combines high technical connectivity with tighter
state oversight, periodic restrictions, and a more controlled
information environment. In Central Asia, Kazakhstan and
Uzbekistan have rapidly expanded mobile internet coverage
and smartphone usage, while Kyrgyzstan follows similar
trends more slowly, Tajikistan and Turkmenistan lag behind



TABLE 5.3

Mobile internet coverage, smartphone

usage

Points, out of 2

Armenia

Belarus

Estonia

Georgia

Kazakhstan

Kyrgyzstan

Latvia

Lithuania

Moldova

Tajikistan

Ukraine

Uzbekistan

NN TN IDN NN INIDNDIDND DN NN

Azerbaijan

=
(02

Turkmenistan

o
n

due to infrastructure constraints and tighter state control.
In Belarus, widespread smartphone use coexists with heavy
digital surveillance and repression, limiting the broader social
and political impact of connectivity.
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 13,25

11. DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 6/10

From 2022 to 2025, Armenia’s political trajectory
was shaped by the post-Karabakh security reset and
a search for greater strategic autonomy from Russia.
This became more feasible as Russia’s full-scale war
against Ukraine significantly reduced Moscow's
capacity to project power in the South Caucasus.
In this context, Armenia and Azerbaijan effectively
closed the Karabakh conflict in 2023, removing a key
structural constraint on Armenia’s foreign policy. This
enabled Yerevan to initiate pragmatic normalization
with Baku and Ankara and to deepen engagement
with the EU and the United States, despite continued
pressure from Russia.? Armenia’s Western orientation
became more explicit in 2025 with the adoption
of a law launching an EU accession process.? U.S.
involvement in the Armenia—Azerbaijan peace track,
including President Donald Trump’s hosting of both
leaders in Washington in summer 2025 to sign a peace

declaration,* further underscored the South Caucasus'’
growing relevance for Western cooperation.®

Institutionally, Armenia remains pluralistic but
not consolidated. Freedom House’'s Freedom
in the World 2025 keeps Armenia “Partly Free” at
54/100 (Political Rights 23/40; Civil Liberties 31/60),
signaling competitive politics alongside persistent
governance weaknesses.®

The OSCE/ODIHR assessment of Armenia’s 2021
early parliamentary elections (still defining the
2024-2025 political balance) found fundamental
freedoms “generally respected,” contestants able to
campaign, and election day assessed positively overall,
while noting polarization and a negative campaign
tone.” Overall, Armenia’s political system in 2025 is
competitive but fragile, exposed to security shocks

and polarization rather than authoritarian closure.

1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 3/8

Armenia’s parliament does not contain a stable,
ideologically consolidated pro-Western bloc. The
ruling Civil Contract majority enables a Western-
leaning policy line but frames it primarily as
pragmatic sovereignty and security diversification
rather than as a coherent integration doctrine.
Parliamentary dynamics are increasingly shaped by
the approach of the next national vote: Armenia’s
parliamentary elections are expected to take place
on 7 June 2026, according to public remarks by the
Chairman of the Central Election Commission.®

Opposition  representation further limits pro-
Western coherence. The largest opposition force,
The Armenia Alliance led by former president
Robert Kocharyan, is widely described as a pro-
Russian coalition.® Kocharyan's close personal ties
with Vladimir Putin and his advocacy of a Russia-
oriented foreign-policy path for Armenia are well
documented.™ Another pro-Kremlin opposition pole
is associated with former president Serzh Sargsyan
through the | Have Honor alliance,™ built around the
Republican Party and its leadership networks.
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Pro-Kremlin pressure is reinforced by extra-
parliamentary actors. In June 2025, Russian—
Armenian billionaire Samvel Karapetyan was
arrested’” on allegations of publicly calling for
the illegal seizure of power; subsequent reporting
documents his announcement of plans to form a
new political force from detention.'® Analytical

monitoring further warns that the 2026 elections
constitute a focal point for Russian destabilization
and information operations.” > As a result,
Armenia’s parliament functions as an enabling
rather than agenda-setting institution for
Westernization in a highly polarized environment.

1.3. PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 4/7

Public opinion in 2024-2025 shows a measurable
tilt toward the EU and Western partnerships, largely
driven by security disappointment and expectations
of practical benefits. The EU Neighbours East Annual
Survey 2024 reports that 62% of Armenians trust
the EU and 78% describe EU-Armenia relations
as good.” The same survey's Armenia factsheet
indicates 56% hold a positive image of the EU (with
9% negative)."”” These are high figures by Eastern
Partnership standards and provide a supportive
societal backdrop for Western engagement.

Independent polling points in the same direction.
The International Republican Institute’s (IRI) October

2024 release highlights majorities supporting EU
membership as an idea and frames it as a future-
oriented preference, alongside continued anxiety
over security and peace talks.”™ Yet the attitudinal
structure remains pragmatic: survey messaging
emphasizes prosperity, mobility, and resilience
rather than deep normative convergence. This is
consistent with Armenia’s hybrid Westernization
profile: high receptivity to Western cooperation,
but not yet a settled “civilizational consensus,”
particularly given fears of retaliation and the costs
of strategic realignment.

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 11/25

2]. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS

OF THE VENICE COMMISSION 4/6

Armenia’s  constitutional  framework  formally
reflects European parliamentary standards, including a
strengthened role for parliament and a constitutionally
independent judiciary.” However, Venice Commission
opinions emphasize that constitutional guarantees
remain vulnerable in practice. In its joint opinion on
judicial disciplinary reform, the Commission explicitly
warned that broad grounds for disciplinary liability and
weak safeguards at the initiation stage could enable
selective pressure on judges, especially in politically
sensitive cases.?

These concerns materialized in practice during
2022-2024, when several judges involved in high-
profile corruption and protest-related cases faced
disciplinary scrutiny for procedural violations that
Armenian legal NGOs and professional associations
described as routine but selectively enforced.?’ In

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

particular, the Armenian Helsinki Committee’s 2023
and 2024 rule-of-law assessments noted?? a pattern
whereby disciplinary proceedings were initiated shortly
after judicial decisions that attracted political or public
controversy. The reports stressed that, while not all
proceedings resulted in sanctions, the timing and
selectivity of enforcement created a perception of
pressure and raised concerns about a chilling effect
on judicial independence.?®* In public comments in
2024, Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan stressed that
establishing fairness and justice in Armenia remains
challenging, stating that although institutional and
legislative reform has been pursued, there is still
public dissatisfaction with the performance of the law
enforcement and judicial systems, implicitly signaling
executive concern about the pace and outcomes of
judicial transformation.?* A 2024 Venice Commission



opinion reiterates that disciplinary bodies’ discretion
must be narrowly circumscribed to avoid de facto
constitutional erosion of judicial independence.? Taken

together, Armenia’s constitutional compliance remains
real but incomplete, justifying a mid-range score.

2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 2.5/7

Judicial reform remains a declared priority, but
credible monitoring continues to flag vulnerability
to political and institutional pressure. Freedom
House's Armenia profile confirms the country’s
hybrid regime positioning (Global Freedom score
54/100 in 2025), indicating incomplete rule-of-law
consolidation rather than entrenched authoritarian
control.?® Venice Commission material and related
reform monitoring underline that disciplinary and
integrity frameworks are sensitive: design flaws or
broad interpretation standards can translate into
informal leverage over judges.

Quantitatively, Council of Europe/CEPEJ “Justice
Dashboard” reporting provides structural context:
in 2024 Armenia had 10.4 professional judges

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 2.5/6

Armenia’s human rights framework is anchored
in Council of Europe obligations and maintains
a functioning national human rights institution
(Human Rights Defender/Ombudsperson), including
annual reporting to parliament.?® Yet enforcement
weaknesses persist, especially around ill-treatment
allegations and accountability. The UN Committee
Against Torture review materials note large volumes
of proceedings and weak court follow-through: in
one official discussion summary, “by 2024, 386

2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 2/6

Acquittal rates provide a hard proxy for
prosecutorial dominance and judicial willingness
to contradict the prosecution. Official reporting by
Armenia’s Prosecutor General’s Office states that
in 2024, 9,830 criminal cases were examined and
concluded in courts, and “acquittals were issued in
only 1.8% of the cases concluded in court.”32 This is
substantially higher than in authoritarian countries,
but still low by European standards, indicating

per 100,000 inhabitants and 12.2 prosecutors per
100,000; both are below the Eastern Partnership
average for prosecutors,

reflecting capacity

constraints and institutional imbalance risks.?’
OECD anti-corruption monitoring also records
that the Supreme Judicial Council reviewed 31
disciplinary casesin 2023-2024, with 10 resulting in
termination of judicial powers, and notes stakeholder
concerns about overly broad interpretation and
disproportionate sanctions in some proceedings.?®
Taken together, Armenia’s courts remain more
independent than in authoritarian systems, yet
are insufficiently insulated from political and

institutional pressure.

criminal proceedings were investigated and one
case referred to court,” illustrating a bottleneck
between investigation and adjudication in torture-
related cases.>® U.S. State Department reporting for
Armenia (covering 2024) also flags persistent issues
around effective investigation of abuse allegations;
the report references court-level criticism of failures
to investigate torture claims properly.3' Armenia
is not characterized by systematic dismantling
of rights, but enforcement remains weak and
accountability uneven.

that convictions remain the overwhelming norm.
This figure aligns with a broader pattern where
institutional reform exists but has not yet produced
a decisively adversarial criminal justice equilibrium.
In a StrategEast Westernization Index terms, a sub-
2% acquittal rate is incompatible with high rule-of-
law convergence and supports a low-to-mid score

even in a comparatively freer political environment.
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3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 13.5/25

3.1.EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 4/7

Armenia is institutionally embedded in the rules-
based global trade order: it has been a WTO member
since February 5, 2003, which anchors tariff bindings
and non-discrimination commitments typical of
Western-oriented market systems.?* In EU relations,
Armenia does not have an Association Agreement or
a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA),
but cooperation is structured through the EU-
Armenia Comprehensive and Enhanced Partnership
Agreement (CEPA), which provides a framework for
regulatory approximation and sectoral alignment
without membership-style obligations.*

The post-2023 security reset has also produced
a new layer of EU economic engagement. In April
2024 the EU announced a 270 million EUR Resilience

and Growth Plan for Armenia, and in July 2025 EU
leaders stated that Global Gateway investments
in Armenia are expected to reach 2.5 billion EUR,
explicitly framing this as resilience and connectivity
support.?> These commitments, together with the
ongoing discussions between Armenia, Azerbaijan,
and the United States on the establishment of the
Zangezur transport corridor,*® signal deepening
Western economic linkage. However, the absence
of an Association Agreement/DCFTA track, the
continued importance of non-EU markets, and
Armenia’s persistent dependence on Russia keep
the country structurally more distant from Western
and European institutions.

3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 3.5/6

Armenia’s  business environment in 2025
combines improved administrative capacity and
anti-corruption progress since 2018 with persistent
governance constraints that limit full convergence
with  Western  “rules-first” market standards.
Transparency International’s Corruption Perception
Index 2024 assigns Armenia a score of 47/100 (rank
63/180), unchanged year-on-year, indicating that
perceptions of public-sector corruption remain a
structural risk rather than a resolved challenge.?’

The EBRD’s Armenia Country Strategy 2025-2030
similarly frames the business climate and corporate
governance as key constraints, emphasizing policy
dialogue to strengthen competition conditions and
governance standards.?® This evidence supports a
mixed, hybrid assessment: Armenia performs better
than most authoritarian comparators, but still faces
uneven rule enforcement, market concentration in
some sectors, and limited predictability in regulatory
practice.

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 3/6

2024-2025
remains diversified, but the EU’s quantitative share

Armenia’s trade orientation in
is moderate rather than dominant. The European
Commission reports that in 2024 the EU represented
7.5% of Armenia’s total trade; the EU accounted
for 4.7% of Armenia’s total exports and 9.7% of
total imports.® This profile indicates real commercial
linkage with Western markets, but not deep
integration comparable to countries whose trade is

structurally EU-anchored.
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At the same time, the EU goods factsheet shows
that EU exports to Armenia in 2024 reached 2.004
billion EUR while EU imports from Armenia were 410
million EUR, producing a large EU trade surplus.®® This
asymmetry suggests Armenia is more integrated as a
destination for Western goods than as a high-value
exporter to the EU. Overall, Western trade exposure
is meaningful but not transformative; it supports
moderate economic Westernization, while Armenia’s
wider trade structure continues to reflect non-EU
dependencies and post-2022 regional reconfiguration.



3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY 3/6

Western investment in Armenia is significant
through European institutions and EU-backed
infrastructure plans, but foreign direct investments
(FDI) inflows remain volatile and not consistently
high. The European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD) reports cumulative investment
in Armenia of 2.772 billion EUR across 236 projects,
with a private-sector share of 61%, illustrating a
substantial Western institutional footprint in finance
and real-sector modernization.#! In parallel, EU
leadership statements in 2025 reiterated that Global
Gateway investments in Armenia are expected to

reach 2.5 billion EUR, reinforcing Western capital
engagement via blended finance and international
financial institutions partnerships rather than purely
corporate FDI.#2

However, UNCTAD’s country profile data show
Armenia’s FDI inflows at about 138.5 million USD
in 2024, pointing to a relatively modest inflow year
and confirming that investment remains sensitive to
security risk, market size, and regional uncertainty.*
Western investment is strategically present, but not
yet broad enough, stable enough, or diversified
enough to signal deep structural convergence.

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 10/15
4.1. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 1/2

Armenia does not use the Latin alphabet for its
native language; Armenian is written exclusively
in the Armenian script, which functions as a
core element of national identity and statehood.
The Armenian alphabet, created in the early 5th
century, is used consistently across education,
public administration, legislation, and media, and
there are no state policies aimed at introducing
Latinization.** At the same time, Armenia’s script

choice should not be interpreted as cultural
isolation. Armenian-language digital content is
widely interoperable with global platforms, and
Latin script is commonly used for transliteration
in passports, international travel documents, and
digital interfaces targeting foreign users. Armenia’s
strong national script tradition therefore neither
advances nor fundamentally obstructs Western
cultural engagement.

4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 4/6

Western language proficiency, particularly
English, represents one of Armenia’s stronger
cultural Westernization indicators. According to the
EF English Proficiency Index 2025, Armenia ranks
52nd out of 113 countries with an EF EPI score
of 498, placing it in the “moderate proficiency”
band and above the global average.®® This
performance is significantly stronger than that of
several neighboring post-Soviet states and reflects
sustained demand for English in higher education,
IT, and internationally oriented services.

Structural data reinforces this picture. English is
widely taught as a compulsory or near-compulsory
foreign language in Armenian secondary schools,

and it dominates private education, international
programs, and the rapidly growing technology
sector. At the same time, proficiency remains
unevenly distributed: urban youth and professionals
demonstrate  substantially higher competence
than rural populations and older cohorts. Russian
continues to function as a second language for parts
of the population, particularly ininformal and regional
contexts, moderating the speed of full linguistic
Westernization. The latest full-scale study (2022) on
knowledge of the French language indicates that
in Armenia about 10,105 people (approximately
0.34% of the population) are “francophones” (have
a confident command of French).46
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4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTIONS IN THE NATION’S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 5/7

Armenia’s cultural consumption environment in
2024-2025 is characterized by high exposure to
Western media and digital platforms, supported by
extensive internet penetration and relatively open
access to global content. According to Digital 2025:
Armenia Report, internet penetration reached
approximately 80% of the population, with over
2.37 million active internet users and more than 1.6
million social media user identities.#” Global platforms

dominate the Armenian digital space: YouTube,

Facebook, Instagram, and TikTok are among the most
widely used services, while Western streaming services
and online media are easily accessible.

Cinema and entertainment markets further reinforce
this pattern. Armenian cinemas rely heavily on Western
(primarily U.S. and European) film distribution, with
Hollywood productions accounting for the majority of
box-office releases, supplemented by European festival
films and co-productions.”® Unlike in more restrictive
environments, there are no systemic bans or censorship
mechanisms targeting Western cultural products.

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 6,10

5]. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 2/5

linternational mobility toward Western countries
increased after 2022, despite persistent structural
constraints linked to income levels, visa regimes,
and unequal access to cross-border travel.
According to Schengen visa statistics published
by the European Commission, Armenian citizens
submitted 100,352 applications for short-stay visas
in 2024 (an increase of 24.88% compared to 2023),
of which 86,634 were granted, corresponding to a
refusal rate of approximately 12%.4 This indicates
a relatively stable level of access to the Schengen

area compared to regional peers.

While detailed nationality-specific data on visa
types are not publicly disaggregated, Schengen-
wide statistics show a high prevalence of multiple-
entry visas, suggesting that a portion of Armenian
applicants belong to a recurrent group of travelers
rather than representing purely one-off mobility.>°
At the population level, international travel remains
socially uneven and concentrated among higher-
income, urban, and internationally connected groups.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 2/3

Western brands and franchise
companies are widely present in Armenia, especially
in Yerevan, and play a visible role in shaping urban
lifestyle patterns. Major global franchises such as
KFC, Pizza Hut, Domino’s, Adidas, Nike, Levi’s, Zara,
H&M, and numerous Western retail and service
brands operate through local partners.®™ Their
continued presence through 2024-2025 reflects
Armenia’s openness to Western consumer culture
and relatively predictable operating environment

compared to more restrictive regional markets.

consumer
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Retailand service-sector dataindicate that Western
franchises are not limited to luxury segments but
increasingly target middle-income
reinforcing lifestyle convergence with European
urban norms.> Shopping malls, food courts, and
entertainment venues in Yerevan replicate Western
formats and consumption patterns, particularly
among demographics.  Geographic
concentration remains a limiting factor: outside the
capital, the density of Western franchises declines
sharply.

consumers,

younger



5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

Armenia demonstrates near-universal access
to mobile connectivity and smartphones, placing
it firmly within the technological baseline of
Westernized lifestyle environments. According to
the International Telecommunication Union (ITU),
mobile cellular subscriptions reached approximately
110 per 100 inhabitants in 2024, exceeding one
subscription per person and indicating market
saturation.> DataReportal’s Digital 2025: Armenia
reports smartphone ownership levels above 80%
of the adult population and mobile internet

penetration above 80% overall.>* Fourth-generation

(4G/LTE) coverage is effectively nationwide, while
early 5G testing and pilot deployments began in
2024-2025, particularly in Yerevan.> High mobile
connectivity enables widespread use of Western
digital services: online banking, e-commerce, ride-
hailing, streaming platforms, and cross-border
digital work.

Unlike more restrictive environments, Armenia
does not impose systemic barriers on access to
global digital platforms. As a result, digital lifestyle
Westernization is both technically complete and
socially embedded.
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 4.5/25

11 POLITICAL FREEDOM 1/10

By 2025, Azerbaijan remains a consolidated
authoritarian political system characterized by
extremely limited political rights and civil liberties.
According to Freedom in the World 2025, the
country is rated “Not Free” with a score of 7 out of
100, reflecting the absence of meaningful political
competition, systematic restrictions on fundamental
freedoms, and the near-total dominance of the
executive branch over the political system.56
Political power is concentrated in the presidency and
a narrow ruling elite, while parliament, courts, and
regional administrations operate as subordinated
institutions rather than independent centers of
authority .58

Electoral processes in Azerbaijan do not function
as mechanisms of political alternation. OSCE/
ODIHR election observation reports on the early
presidential election of February 2024 document
a restrictive political environment marked by
limitations on freedoms of expression, association,

and assembly, as well as the absence of genuine
political alternatives for voters.>*®These deficiencies
are not episodic but structural, reflecting long-term
institutional design and enforcement practices
that prevent elections from fulfilling democratic
functions.5 €2

Crucially, the geopolitical transformations of
2022-2025 — including Azerbaijan’s increased
autonomy in foreign policy and reduced dependence
on Russia — have not resulted in domestic political
liberalization. Comparative democracy datasets

indicate stagnation or regression in political
freedoms during this period.® ¢ Political stability
continues to be maintained through coercive
capacity, elite management, and information
control rather than institutional accountability or
public consent. This demonstrates that external
geopolitical realignments have not translated into

internal democratic convergence.

1.2 PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 0.5/8

The Milli Majlis (Parliament) of Azerbaijan
does not function as a representative legislative
body reflecting political or ideological diversity.
International democracy assessments consistently
describe  the legislature as institutionally
subordinated to the executive, with minimal
oversight capacity and no meaningful role
in shaping public policy through debate or

opposition.® % Parliamentary activity is largely

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

confined to the formal endorsement of executive
decisions, and legislative elections do not produce
pluralistic representation.®’ ¢

Structural barriers effectively exclude independent
political forces — including potentially pro-Western
or reform-oriented parties — from parliamentary
participation. OSCE/ODIHR reports identify restrictive
candidate registration procedures, unequal campaign
conditions, limited access to media, and pressure on



opposition figures as systemic obstacles to competitive
elections.®”® These factors prevent the emergence of
parliamentary actors capable of articulating alternative
policy agendas or advocating democratic reform and
European integration.

Parliamentary composition and behavior cannot be
interpreted as indicators of political Westernization.

Cooperation with Western actors, including the EU
and the United States, is framed exclusively at the
executive level as pragmatic foreign policy rather than
as a subject of ideological alignment or democratic
debate. The absence of parliamentary pluralism
reinforces the conclusion that political Westernization
in Azerbaijan is negligible at the institutional level.”" 72

1.3 PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 3/7

Public attitudes toward Western institutions in
Azerbaijan during 2024-2025 exhibit a pragmatic
and internally inconsistent pattern. The EU
Neighbours East Annual Survey 2024 reports that
65 percent of respondents expressed a positive
image of the European Union, the highest level
recorded since the survey series began in 2016.7374
This suggests relatively high public awareness of the
EU and its role as an external partner. However, the
Spring 2025 survey reveals significant ambivalence.
While 61 percent of respondents described relations
between Azerbaijan and the EU as good, only 25
percent reported a positive image of the EU as an
institution; 37 percent expressed a neutral view
and 10 percent a negative one.”® This discrepancy
indicates that favorable assessments of bilateral

relations do not translate into deeper normative or
emotional support for the EU. Survey data further
show that public support for closer engagement
with the EU is driven primarily by material and
mobility-related incentives. In 2025, respondents
identified economic development assistance (49
percent), education and exchange programs (40
percent), and visa facilitation (32 percent) as the
main factors that would improve their attitude
toward the EU. These findings demonstrate that
public opinion toward Western civilization in
Azerbaijan is largely transactional, emphasizing
tangible benefits rather than democratic values
or institutional convergence. From an analysis
perspective, this limits the contribution of public
opinion to political Westernization.

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 3/25
2.1 CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE VENICE

COMMISSION 1/6

Azerbaijan’s constitutional framework remains
fundamentally incompatible with core European
standards of separation of powers and institutional
checks and balances. International governance
assessments emphasize that the constitution
entrenches a dominant presidency with extensive
authority over the judiciary, prosecution, and security
institutions, resulting in structural subordination of
legislative and judicial branches to the executive.”®”’

The Venice Commission’s opinion on the 2016
constitutional amendments provides authoritative
confirmation of these concerns. The Commission
explicitly highlighted the expansion of presidential
powers, extended term lengths, and weakened
institutional safeguards as factors undermining

democratic accountability andjudicialindependence.”®
These design features continue to shape Azerbaijan’s
governance model in 2025.

Between 2022 and 2025, no
constitutional  reforms

substantive
aimed at strengthening
institutional autonomy or aligning governance
structures with European constitutional standards
have been recorded in above-mentioned international
assessments. Despite cooperation with the EU in
energy and connectivity, constitutional convergence
has not been prioritized domestically. As a result, legal
Westernization remains limited to formal international
commitments without corresponding institutional

transformation.
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2.2 INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 0.5/7

Judicial independence in Azerbaijan remains
severely constrained both institutionally and in
practice. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty

International consistently document politically
motivated prosecutions, due-process violations,
and the use of courts as tools to suppress dissent,
particularly targeting journalists, opposition figures,
and civil society actors.”? 88!

Comparative  rule-of-law  indices  confirm
that these deficiencies are systemic. The World
Justice Project’s Rule of Law Index 2025 places

Azerbaijan among the weakest global performers

2.3 HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 1/7

Although Azerbaijan is formally a party to
major international human rights conventions,
enforcement gaps remain structural and persistent.
International reporting documents the restrictive
application of legislation governing media, non-
governmental organizations, and public assembly,
with enforcement disproportionately targeting
critics of the authorities. 83848

Between 2022 and 2025, Amnesty International
and Human Rights Watch recorded continued arrests
and prosecutions of journalists and activists under
charges widely assessed as politically motivated,
contributing to widespread self-censorship and

2.4 NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 0.5/6

Acquittal rates in Azerbaijan remain extremely
low and provide a clear quantitative indicator of
prosecutorial dominance in the Azerbaijani justice
system. According to publicly reported court statistics
for 2023, Azerbaijani courts issued 225 acquittal
verdicts out of 15,344 criminal cases, meaning that
acquittals accounted for approximately 1.47 percent
of all adjudicated cases, while convictions were
delivered in over 98.5 percent of cases.®” Although
this represents an increase in the absolute number
of acquittals compared to previous years, it reflects
marginal change from a historically very low baseline
rather than a structural shift in judicial behavior.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

on indicators related to judicial independence,
constraints on government powers, and protection
of fundamental rights.®? These results reinforce the
conclusion that judicial dependence is structural
rather than the product of isolated misconduct. The
absence of an independent judiciary undermines
legal accountability and public trust in the legal
system. Courts do not function as neutral arbiters
between citizens and the state, nor do they provide
effective remedies for rights violations. Within the
StrategEast Westernization Index framework, this
constitutes a major barrier to legal convergence
with European norms.

contraction of public space. The U.S. Department
of State’s 2024 Human Rights Report corroborates
these findings, citing arbitrary detention, lack of
fair trial guarantees, and systematic restrictions on
freedom of expression.®

Despite periodic official statements on reform,
international monitoring indicates no measurable
improvement in enforcement practices. Legal
commitments therefore remain largely declarative,
and human rights protection does not meet
either substance or

European standards in

implementation.

The Council of Europe’s CEPEJ Evaluation of
European Judicial Systems (Azerbaijan — 2024)%8
documents institutional characteristics commonly
associated  with  weak

judicial  independence

and limited  constraints on  prosecutorial
power. Taken together, these sources indicate
that Azerbaijani courts rarely issue decisions
contradicting prosecutorial positions, particularly
in politically sensitive cases. Within the StrategEast
Westernization Index framework, acquittal rates at
around 1.5 percent constitute strong evidence of

systemic rule-of-law deficits.



3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 12.5/25

31EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 1.5/7

By 2025,
institutional

Azerbaijan remains outside the
framework of deep
integration with both the European Union and
the World Trade Organization. Relations with the

EU are not anchored in an Association Agreement

economic

or a DCFTA and are instead based on sectoral
cooperation, primarily in energy, which does not
require broad regulatory convergence or binding
market-governance commitments.® % This model
allows Azerbaijan to benefit from selective access
to European markets while preserving domestic
policy discretion.

Azerbaijan’s prolonged non-membership in
the WTO is a key indicator of limited economic
Westernization. Although the country applied for
WTO accession in 1997 and formally resumed
negotiations in recent years, accession has been
delayed for nearly three decades.®" The delay reflects
not only technical complexity but also domestic

political-economy  considerations.  Independent
analysts®> point to resistance from entrenched
monopolistic and state-affiliated economic actors
in Azerbaijan who benefit from tariff protection,
discretionary regulation, and limited competition.
WTO  membership require  binding
commitments on tariff reductions, market access,
and non-discriminatory treatment that could
undermine these interests. Official Azerbaijani
discourse frames the delay in precautionary
terms, emphasizing the need to protect domestic
producers from import competition and avoid
economic shocks before the economy is “ready” for

would

full liberalization.”®> WTO documentation confirms
that negotiations continue under a Working Party
framework, but accession remains conditional on
deeper legislative and institutional alignment with
WTO rules.®*

3.2 EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 3/6

Azerbaijan’s business environment in 2025
combines modern administrative capacity with
structural  governance
transparent, rule-based market functioning. The
EBRD's Azerbaijan country strategy for 2025-2030
underscores persistent issues around governance
and the investment climate and positions policy
engagement and institutional reform as key
constraints alongside investment priorities.®

Corruption  risk

constraints  that limit

remain  weak.
Transparency 2024 gives
Azerbaijan a score of 22/100, a level typically
associated with high perceived public-sector

indicators
International’'s CPI

corruption and elevated risks of informal practices
in state-business interactions.®® Enterprise-level
evidence also points in the same direction: the
World Bank Enterprise Survey country materials
provide firm-reported indicators on corruption
exposure and administrative pressure, useful as
quantitative proxies of day-to-day risks faced by
companies.®” ® Together, these sources support a
defensible conclusion that business transparency
remains constrained and that legal predictability
and competition conditions do not match the
rule-based standards typical of highly westernized
market economies.
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3.3 WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 4.5/6

Azerbaijan’s trade structure is strongly oriented
toward the European Union, but in a way that is
overwhelmingly driven by hydrocarbons rather than
diversified integration into European value chains.
The European Commission’s trade profile states
that the EU is Azerbaijan’s main trading partner,
accounting for around 41.2% of Azerbaijan’s total
trade; the EU is also the biggest export market,
receiving 63.3% of exports, while representing
13.2% of imports.*® The asymmetry is crucial
for interpretation: the EU is disproportionately
important for exports, while imports are more
distributed, indicating a classic commodity-export
pattern.

This structure implies a “transactional” type
of Western economic linkage. High export

dependence can coexist with limited internal

market  transformation if export revenues
concentrate in the state and strategic sectors
while non-oil segments remain weak. The EBRD’s
country assessment (Transition Report 2025-26)
emphasizes'® that diversification beyond oil and
gas remains a core challenge, reinforcing that
trade orientation alone does not automatically
produce broad-based Westernization of economic
institutions. Therefore, the Western share in trade
is high in headline terms, but its qualitative impact
is constrained by concentration in a single sector,
limited technology transfer outside hydrocarbons,
and weak integration into higher value-added

European production networks.

3.4 WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’'S ECONOMY 3.5/6

Western investment in Azerbaijan is substantial in
strategic energy but limited as a driver of diversified
modernization across the economy. EU materials
and official statements underline the centrality of
the Southern Gas Corridor and Azerbaijan’s role
as a key supplier to EU markets. In the European
Commission’s press statement of April 2025, it
is reported that Azerbaijan and SOCAR supplied
more than 25 billion cubic meters of natural gas,
including about 13 bcm to EU member states,
and that this represented a 57% increase from
the 2021 level'® in absolute volumes. EU energy-
security materials similarly note that gas supplies
from Azerbaijan to the EU via the Southern Gas
Corridor increased by more than 40% from 2021
to 2024, highlighting rapid growth of this corridor
in Europe’s diversification strategy.’® These are
hard quantitative anchors showing deep functional
integration with western energy demand and
infrastructure.
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However, this investment and integration is
sector-specific. The EBRD’s 2025-2030 strategy and
transition assessment provide structured evidence
that broader private-sector development and
diversification remain constrained by governance,
institutional, and competition factors, limiting
the scale and composition of western FDI outside
hydrocarbons. UNCTAD country profile data also
provide a quantified macro picture of investment
flows: the UNCTAD Data Hub reports recent FDI
inflow values for Azerbaijan and situates them
within broader financial flow indicators, supporting
evidence-based discussion of whether investment is
rising, volatile, or concentrated.'® Azerbaijan shows
high western-linked investment relevance in energy
and transit, but only limited embedding in broader
western innovation, services, and manufacturing
ecosystems, which is typical of a resource-export
model rather than a convergent market economy.



4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 9/15
4. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 2/2

Azerbaijan’s use of a Latin-based script for the
Azerbaijanilanguage is a fully institutionalized feature
embedded in education, public administration,
and official documentation, and it supports
interoperability with global digital standards.
Encyclopedia Britannica describes the writing-system
history and the post-Soviet restoration of Latin script,
providing a credible baseline reference that this is
a long-established national standard rather than a
recent policy change.’® The Latin script functions
as a structural facilitator: it reduces dependence
on Cyrillic-centered information ecosystems and
lowers practical barriers to participating in global
(often English-dominant) digital and educational
environments.

At the same time, it is analytically important
not to over-interpret script as value convergence.
Alphabet choice can reflect state-building, identity
consolidation, and geopolitical differentiation
rather than adoption of Western democratic norms.
Therefore, this indicator is scored primarily as a
technical—-cultural enabler (integration into global
communication practices) rather than as direct
evidence of political or civic Westernization. In
Azerbaijan’s case, the Latin script can coexist with
a restrictive media and civic environment, meaning
the script supports access and interoperability but
does not itself produce pluralism or open public

discourse.

4.2 PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 3/6

Western-language proficiency in  Azerbaijan,
particularly English, remains limited in population
penetration and comparatively low on international
benchmarks. According to the EF English Proficiency
Index 2025, Azerbaijan ranks 94th out of 123
countries and regions, with an overall EF EPI score
of 454, which is below the global average of
approximately 488. In specific skill areas, EF data
show that Azerbaijani respondents scored 468 in
reading, 435 in listening, 453 in writing, and 457
in speaking indicating low to moderate proficiency
compared with countries that exhibit higher cultural
Westernization.® In  practical terms, English
competence is concentrated among urban youth,
internationally connected professionals, and people
linked to multinational companies, higher education,
and globally oriented services. Where language
proficiency remains concentrated, Western cultural
influence tends to be uneven: strong in capital-city
professional circles but weaker in regional and lower-

income segments. Additionally, Russian continues
to retain functional utility in parts of business and
regional networks, which can reduce incentives for a
rapid mass transition to English as the primary second
language. The net result is a cultural Westernization
profile that is real but limited: English supports
outward mobility and elite-level global integration
but does not create a society-wide linguistic shift
comparable to EU-integrated environments.

Accurate data on knowledge of other European
languages, in particular French and German, have
not been available in recent years. However, it can
be noticed'® the popularity of Germany as one
of the most significant, after Turkey and Russia,
destinations for foreign education of students
from Azerbaijan. In addition, the German Goethe
Institute is actively operating in Baku, and the
German Reading Room has also been opened with
more than 2,000 thousand members as of 2025.%
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4.3 SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN NATIONS" MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS; THE SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES

AND SOCIAL MEDIA 4/7

Azerbaijan’s cultural Westernization is
characterized by a split between high technical
access to global platforms and strong institutional
constraints on media freedom and public discourse.
On the access side, connectivity indicators show
that infrastructure enables mass consumption of
global digital content: internet penetration reached
about 89% of the total population in early 2025,%®
with over 64.9% of people active on social media
and approximately 89.4 active mobile broadband
subscriptions per 100 people,'® indicating near-
universal mobile internet access."® More than
84% of the population owns a mobile phone,
further supporting digital connectivity. Additionally,
improvements in fixed broadband infrastructure
have raised average speeds to around 79 Mbps,
facilitating consumption of high-bandwidth content
and access to international platforms. Despite this
high connectivity, institutional constraints limit the
civic and public impact of these channels.
However, institutional conditions sharply limit
how far this translates into open public debate
and pluralistic cultural politics. Freedom House's

Freedom on the Net 2025 country report classifies
Azerbaijan’s internet environment as “Not Free,”
documenting legal pressure,’""  surveillance
concerns, and constraints on online expression
that reduce the civic impact of digital access.
Reporters Without Borders’ 2025 materials place
Azerbaijan among the lowest-ranked countries
in press freedom and describe a repressive media
environment that restricts independent journalism.

However, in Azerbaijan, Western products gain
significant exposure through western social media
platforms like Facebook, YouTube, and Instagram,
which collectively dominate the digital landscape.
As of January 2026, Facebook leads the market
with a 28,8% share, followed closely by YouTube
at 22,5% and Instagram at 21,2%.""?

This combination produces a Westernization
pattern that is consumption-heavy but discourse-
light: people can access western platforms and
products, but institutional repression
limits the formation of independent civic networks
and constrains the public significance of Western
informational narratives.

cultural

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 5.5/10
5.1 PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 2/5

Available evidence indicates that travel from
Azerbaijan to western countries remains socially
concentrated and constrained by visa regimes and
costs. The primary quantitative source for assessing
EU-oriented mobility is the European Commission’s
DG HOME Schengen visa statistics, based on
consular reporting and border-control data.'’?
According to official Schengen statistics for 2024,
Azerbaijani citizens submitted 90,634 applications
for uniform short-stay visas, of which 81,326 visas
were issued, including 37,335 multiple-entry visas
(MEVs). The non-issuance rate stood at 9.7 %, while
MEVs accounted for 45.9% of all issued visas,
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indicating that repeated travel is concentrated
among a limited group of frequent travelers rather
than reflecting mass mobility. In addition, only 190
limited territorial validity visas (LTVs) were issued,
underlining the selective nature of exceptional
travel permissions.

When related to Azerbaijan’s total population,
these figures confirm that travel to western countries
does not constitute a widespread social practice.
At the EU level, more than 9.7 million Schengen
visas were issued globally in 2024, reflecting post-
pandemic recovery, but Azerbaijan-origin travel
remains modest within this broader rebound.



5.2 PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 2/3

Western franchise presence in Azerbaijan is
measurable but limited and concentrated in urban
consumer spaces. Emporium, a major department
store in Baku, offers products from more than 500
international brands,'™* including multiple western
designer labels, indicating demand for global
consumer goods in urban retail. Furthermore,
more than 40 Rossmann stores, part of a large
German chain, operate through partnerships with
local companies, underscoring selective adoption
of western retail franchises. These figures show
that western franchises exist and attract urban
consumers, but they remain niche and highly
localized, with limited penetration outside Baku
and limited impact on broader market structures.

Quantitative investment data reinforce this
pattern. UNCTAD FDlI statistics show that non-energy
foreign direct investment in Azerbaijan remains
limited, with wholesale and retail trade accounting
for only a small single-digit share of total FDI inflows,
far below hydrocarbons and related infrastructure.
EBRD assessments further note that governance
risks, limited competition, and regulatory discretion
constrain the scalable expansion of franchise-based
business models beyond premium locations. As a
result, western franchises in Azerbaijan operate
as symbols of urban consumer modernity, not as
drivers of nationwide lifestyle transformation or

inclusive market Westernization.

5.3 MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE AND SMARTPHONE USAGE 1.5/2

Digital lifestyle Westernization in Azerbaijan
is strong on technical access but constrained in
emancipatory effects. The ITU DataHub provides
quantified evidence of high mobile connectivity:
active mobile-broadband subscriptions are reported
at 89.4 per 100 people (2024), and the share of
individuals owning a mobile cellular telephone is
reported at 84.3% (2023), indicating widespread
device and access penetration.> Such connectivity
enables  Westernized consumption patterns:
e-commerce, global media streaming, participation
in international social platforms, and access to
Western entertainment and cultural reference
points. It also supports modern service use (digital
payments, app-based transport, online education),
which are typical markers of lifestyle modernization.

However, connectivity does not equal digital
freedom. Freedom House's Freedom on the Net
2025 country report documents that the online
environment is “Not Free,” «citing restrictive
pressures and constraints that limit independent
civic mobilization and reduce the political and
social autonomy effects that digital connectivity
can produce in freer environments. As a result,
Azerbaijan’s digital lifestyle Westernization is best
characterized as technical and consumer-oriented:
people are connected and can access global
platforms, but the restrictive information and legal
environment limit the development of independent
networks and open political communication
that often accompany deeper Western social
modernization.
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 4.5/25

1. DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 1/10

The cycle of repression launched after the 2020
presidential election has not been interrupted. The
UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human
rights in Belarus, in his 2025 report, described
a complete absence of freedoms of association,
expression, and peaceful assembly, against a
background of systematic repression and ill-
treatment of more than 1,200 political prisoners.'"®
International indices reflect this entrenched
authoritarianism: Freedom House’s Freedom in the
World 2025 again rates Belarus as “Not Free” with
a total score of 7/100, placing the country among
the worst performers both globally and in the
post-Soviet region."” Reporters Without Borders’
2025 World Press Freedom Index ranks Belarus
166th of 180 states, noting the intensification and
systematisation of persecution of media workers
since the 2020 and January 2025 elections.'®
Repressive practices remain wide-ranging. “Anti-
extremism” and “anti-terrorism” provisions are
routinely used to prosecute any form of dissent,
including donations to solidarity funds, social-
media activity, and cooperation with independent
media and human rights initiatives in exile. Reports
by Belarusian NGOs document a new wave of cases
in 2025 against people who sent information on
Russian military movements to the monitoring
project Belarusian Hajun.'®

Within this context, the 26 January 2025
presidential election was the least competitive in
Belarus’s modern history. Only loyalist candidates
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were allowed to run, with no genuine opposition
figures on the ballot. Candidate messaging in
state-controlled media largely echoed government
narratives, focusing attacks on “extremists” and the
opposition in exile. The EU, UK, and other Western
countries refused to recognise it as free and fair and
responded with additional targeted sanctions.'?°

The only limited positive development has been
the stabilisation of a practice of pardoning political
prisoners, including in the framework of dialogue
with the United States. The most high-profile case
was the release of Siarhei Tsikhanouski a prominent
blogger and activist, husband of exiled opposition
leader Sviatlana Tsikhanouskaya, jailed in 2020
after announcing plans to run for the presidency
and released on June 21, 2025 Tsikhanouski was
freed together with 13 other political prisoners
immediately after a Minsk visit by U.S. Special Envoy
Gen. Keith Kellogg, who met Lukashenko as part
of renewed U.S.-Belarus contacts. At the very
end of 2025, several other political prisoners
were also released, including Viktar Babaryka,
Maria Kalesnikava, and Ales Bialiatski. Since mid-
2024, several waves of releases have brought the
total number of pardoned or otherwise released
political prisoners to several hundred. However,
human-rights groups such as Viasna stress that
around 1,200-1,300 people remain behind bars on
politically motivated charges, as new arrests offset
the releases.'?2



1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 1/8

The parliament formed following the 2024
elections does not include a single pro-Western
party or individual MP."2 All four parties that
obtained seats — Belaya Rus, the Communist Party,
the Republican Party of Labour and Justice, and
the Liberal Democratic Party — are explicitly loyal
to Lukashenko and support a pro-Russian foreign-
policy vector.”? Following the 2023 party reform
and forced re-registration, all opposition and pro-
Western parties were eliminated from the legal
political field. As a result, the new parliament is

even more ideologically homogeneous than its
predecessors and offers no institutional voice for
Western-oriented positions. Western parliaments
and organizations do not maintain inter-
parliamentary cooperation with the Belarusian
parliament, which they do not recognize as
democratically elected. Domestically, the legislature
plays no meaningful role in shaping core internal or
foreign-policy decisions and routinely approves all
bills drafted by the Lukashenko administration and
the government.

1.3. PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 2.5/7

Public opinion data for 2025 come from only two
publicly available independent internet surveys:
the Chatham House poll (January 2025) and the
iSANS “Belarus monitor” (September 2025). Taken
together, they show that Belarusians’ attitudes
toward the West and the EU remain more positive
than the government’s rhetoric, but are embedded
in a foreign-policy environment still dominated by
Russia. Attitudinal questions show that around
37% of Belarusians express a good or very good
opinion of EU countries, while only about 14% hold
explicitly negative views; the largest group (around
half of respondents) remains neutral, indicating

neither strong rejection nor open enthusiasm.'?
At the level of strategic orientation, however, the
balance is less favorable to Western integration.
When asked about geopolitical alliances, 53%
choose an alliance with Russia, 14% with the EU,
and 29% neutrality. The Chatham House survey
nonetheless records a broad, cross-camp readiness
for rapprochement with the West: around 60%
of respondents say they would support Belarus
“making greater efforts to improve relations with
EU countries,” with the share of opponents to such
steps, in both domestic and foreign policy, not
exceeding 15%.'%

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 4/25

2]. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE

VENICE COMMISSION 1/6

Belarus continues to be governed by the
Constitution as amended by the 2022 referendum,
and the implementation of this reform has
confirmed the concerns previously expressed by
the Venice Commission. In its 2022 Final Opinion,
the Commission identified numerous procedural,
substantive, and structural deficiencies, stressing
the over-concentration of powers in the hands
of the president and the lack of effective checks
and balances, and recommended a holistic revision
of the Constitution once conditions for free and

pluralistic public debate are restored.’?” By 2025,
no steps in this direction had been taken. At the
same time, the parliament adopted in January 2023
a law implementing the constitutional provisions
on the All-Belarusian People’s Assembly, a new
body that the Commission considers to have broad
and heterogeneous powers liable to encroach
on the competences of other state organs and
to undermine the principle of the separation of
powers.'?8
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2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 1/7

Freedom House’s Freedom in the World 2025
notes that “the judiciary and other institutions
lack independence and provide no check on
President Alexander Lukashenko’s power”.'?® The
World Justice Project’s Rule of Law Index 2025
ranks Belarus 105th of 143 countries overall and
137th on constraints on government powers,
underscoring growing political interference in

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 1/7

Officially, Belarus in 2025 continues to proclaim
broad constitutional and treaty-based protection of
rights, but it remains outside the Council of Europe
and the European Convention on Human Rights.
Belarus remains the only country in Europe that
retains and applies the death penalty, which was
expanded in 2023 to cover high treason by officials
and military personnel.”™ In 2025, a series of
incremental legal acts further narrowed civic space:
new rules allow children to be deemed in a “socially
dangerous situation” if parents possess “extremist
materials”,' criminalise publication of information

2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 1/6

According to the latest judicial statistics
published by the Supreme Court, in 2024, the
courts considered 29,162 criminal cases, issued
verdicts, and convicted 31,410 people, while only
60 individuals were acquitted, which the court
itself reports as 0.19% of those convicted.™® This
follows the same pattern as previous years: in 2023,

the justice system.™® In January 2025, a group
of UN special rapporteurs expressed alarm at the
proliferation of trials in absentia. It stressed that
Belarus's legislation on such proceedings “ignores
the basic guarantees of a fair trial provided for by
the International Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights”, further confirming the lack of judicial
independence.’!

on troop movements,'** extend insult/defamation
provisions to a former president,'* remove public
access to online court schedules,’® and tighten
media regulation.'® During Belarus's fourth-cycle
Universal Periodic Review in November 2025, UN
bodies and stakeholders highlighted these trends
as evidence of persistent misalignment with the
ICCPR and other core treaties, pointing in particular
to overbroad extremism legislation, restrictions on
religious and civic associations, and systemic due-
process violations.'3®

there were just 47 acquittals against about 33,700
convictions™®, and in 2022, only 33 acquittals
against 38,206 convictions, an acquittal rate of
0.09%."" The slight numerical increase over time
does not change the substance of the system, which
continues to function as one in which virtually every
criminal prosecution ends in conviction.

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 7,25
31.EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 1/7

Belarus applied to join the WTO in 1993, but
since the 2020 crackdown and Russia’s 2022
invasion of Ukraine, the process has effectively
stalled.™ In March 2022, a group of WTO members
(including the EU, UK, Canada, Japan, and others)
declared Belarus “unfit for WTO membership” and
said they would no longer consider its accession
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application, while the EU and its partners also
formally suspended all work related to Belarus's
WTO accession.’ In February 2024, a government
resolution removed WTO accession from Belarus’s
foreign economic priorities for 2025. Belarus still
does not seek an Association Agreement with
the EU; relations remain based on the 1989 EEC-



Euratom—-USSR trade and cooperation agreement.
On 28 June 2021, in response to EU sanctions,
Minsk suspended its participation in the EU’s

Eastern Partnership initiative, and this suspension
remained in place in 2025.4

3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 2/6

By 2025, international indices indicate further
deterioration in Belarus’s business climate and
institutionalenvironment. The Heritage Foundation’s
Index of Economic Freedom 2025 gives Belarus a
score of 48.9, ranking it 152nd in the world and
classifying the economy as “repressed”, with
consistently low component scores for property
rights and government integrity and an assessment
that weak rule of law and pervasive state control
undermine entrepreneurship and investment.'#
The Economic Freedom of the World 2025 report

places Belarus around the 121st position out of
165 countries, in the group of states with the least
economic freedom.'#® Amid Belarus's slide in these
economic-freedom indices to the lower global
tier over the past three years, the growing use of
de facto nationalisation and asset seizures' and
documented politically motivated reprisals against
business owners'# justify a downgrade of the Ease
and Transparency of Doing Business score from 2.5
(in the 2022 Westernization report) to 2.0.

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 1.5/6

By 2025, Belarus's trade structure had become
heavily reoriented toward Russia and other
Eastern partners, with Western markets reduced
to a marginal role. In 2021, the EU still accounted
for about 20% of Belarus’'s merchandise trade
and was its second-largest trading partner. Still,
successive Western sanctions and countersanctions
since 2022 have more than halved that share and
sharply reduced Belarus—EU trade. According to the
European Commission, by 2024, the EU represented
only 10.5% of Belarus's total goods trade, while

Russia’s share had climbed to 65.7%."° Analysts
suggest that 60-65% of Belarusian exports now
go directly to Russia and that Russian ports and
infrastructure handle the overwhelming majority
of Belarus's external logistics. At the same time,
Minsk increasingly channels trade with China
through Russian territory.”™® Given this sharp and
sustained decline in the Western share of Belarus'’s
trade compared to the early 2020s and the clear
structural pivot of trade flows to the East, the score
for this indicator is downgraded from 2.0 to 1.5.

3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY 2.5/6

According to the most recent official data for
2024, foreign investors put about 6.9 billion USD
into the real sector of the Belarusian economy, of
which Russia accounted for 24.9%, the UAE 14.3%
and Cyprus (a usual proxy for offshore companies
with Russian or Belarusian owners) 13.1%.""
They were followed by China at 4.3%, Germany
at 3.5%, and the Netherlands at 2%. Poland

and Bulgaria rounded out the top eight investors
with 1.3% and 1.26% respectively. The Ministry
of Economy reports that in the first half of 2025,
so-called “friendly” countries provided 80.6%
of all foreign investment and 75.0% of FDI, with
“unfriendly” (primarily Western) states reduced to

a clear minority share.'™

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

53



54

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 7.5/15

4. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 1/2

Belarus does not use the Latin alphabet as an
official script: both state languages, Belarusian and
Russian, are written in Cyrillic. In 2023 the authorities
effectively removed the traditional Belarusian Latin
alphabet (Lacinka) from official use: a new instruction
on the transliteration of geographical names replaced
the earlier requirement to use historical Lacinka
with an English-style Latin transliteration from
Belarusian or Russian, and the head of Lukashenko’s
Administration  explicitly justified abandoning

Lacinka as a response to “Western liberal values”
allegedly imposed through Latinization.’™ Latin
characters are still used on some new signs and
maps as neutral transliteration for foreign readers,
but without the diacritics and historical orthography
of Belarusian Lacinka. In general, the position of the
Russian language remains very strong: according to
the 2019 census, 71.3% of the population report
Russian as the language normally spoken at home,
and only 26% Belarusian.

4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENCY IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 3/6

According to the EF English Proficiency Index
2025, Belarus remains in the moderate proficiency
band, with an EF EPI score of 533 and a global rank
of 41st, down from 33rd in 2023 and 35th in 2024,
which indicates a slight decline in relative position
despite still outperforming most non-Baltic post-

Soviet states.’™ There is no newer representative
survey of all foreign languages, but 2019 census
data indicate that roughly 450,000 people reported
knowledge of English and 138,000 of German with
much smaller numbers for French and Spanish.'>

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION’S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 3.5/7

Belarusians watch television less often than in
2021-2022, but viewing remains concentrated on a
narrow set of state Belarusian and Russian channels.
In September 2025, 54.0% of respondents said
they watched TV every day (down from 56.4% in
April 2024), with the bulk of the audience going
to Belarus 1, ONT, STV, and NTV-Belarus, which
rebroadcast large volumes of Russian content; films
and series are the preferred content.”™® Cinema
repertoires remain heavily reliant on Western
products: distributors interviewed in 2024 stated
that “practically 99% of Hollywood blockbusters
still reach Belarusian cinemas” despite sanctions.'™’

Internet and social media use, by contrast, is
close to universal and provides broad access to
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Western content. According to Digital 2024/2025:
Belarus, there were around 8.2-8.3 million
internet users at the start of 2025 (about 91-
92% of the population) and roughly 6.3 million
social media user identities (about 70% of the
population).™® The ICT Development Index 2025 of
the International Telecommunication Union gives
Belarus 90.7 points, placing it in the upper tier of
digitally developed countries.’ In 2025, the most
popular social networks among Belarusian internet
users are TikTok (95% reach), YouTube (81%), and
Instagram (64%), followed by VKontakte (35%)
and Odnoklassniki (27%). At the bottom of the
ranking are Facebook (11%) and LinkedIn (16%),
while platforms like X/Twitter and Snapchat have
only marginal audiences.'®°



5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 5.5/10

5]. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 1.5/5

According to a 2025 Belstat summary, Belarusian
citizens made 4,691,900 trips abroad in 2024."
Almost half of these trips (2,061,200) went to CIS
countries, predominantly Russia, while journeys to
non-CIS destinations fell from 3,183,600 in 2023
to 2,630,700 in 2024 despite the opening of
new routes. Among non-CIS destinations, Turkey
accounted for 32.1% of trips, Egypt for just over
20%, the UAE for 14%, and only one EU country

— Italy — appeared in the leading group with “up to
10%" of trips, with the remaining 18% dispersed
across many other states. Sanctions, visa restrictions,
long lines at land crossing points, the dismantling
of air links with the EU, and the reorientation of
tour operators toward “friendly” markets mean
that visits to Western countries remain limited for

most Belarusians.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 2/3

By 2025, the presence of Western franchise chains
in Belarus had become mixed: a number of flagship
brands formally withdrew from the market, but many
Western products and brand names remain visible
in retail and advertising. For example, McDonald’s
ceased operationsin Belarusin 2022; its 25 restaurants
were rebranded as Mak.by in April 2023, keeping a
very similar menu and visual style under a Belarusian
operator.'? At the same time, Burger King and KFC
continue to operate through local franchisees, and
major Minsk malls still host international fast-food
chains alongside domestic networks.

Overall, while the direct corporate presence of
Western franchise chains has shrunk since 2021
and some projects (such as the planned Leroy Merlin
hypermarket)'®® have been effectively frozen, the
situation is still better than in Russia. In fashion and
lifestyle retail, many Western brands that left Russia
remain present in Belarus: Zara, Bershka, Pull&Bear,
Reserved, Cropp, Mohito, Sinsay, Mango, Nike,
Adidas, Calvin Klein, Gucci, Burberry, and others
are explicitly advertised as attractions for Russian
“shopping tourists” in 2025.1%4

5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

According to Belstat’s 2025 data, the number of
mobile cellular subscriptions reached about 11.9
million at the end of 2024, or 130 subscriptions per
100 inhabitants, up from 125 per 100 in 2021.7¢°

The Ministry of Communications reports that by
mid-2024—early 2025, 3G services covered 99.9%
of the population and 4G/LTE services were available
to around 99% of Belarusians, while the number of
cellular subscribers approached 12 million.®®
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 23,25

11 DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 10/10

Freedom House continued to classify Estonia
as Free in 2025, maintaining very high scores for
political rights and civil liberties, reflecting free and
competitive elections, the absence of structural
barriers to party formation, and robust institutional
checks.™ Estonia’s democratic system remained
firmly anchored in Western political norms: the 2023
Riigikogu (parliament) election results continued
to shape coalition politics throughout 2025, with
parliamentary actors governing within a stable
constitutional framework and strong protections
for political pluralism. %8

In 2025,
amendment removing local voting rights for non-EU

Estonia adopted a constitutional

citizens — a security-driven change debated across
party lines. While controversial domestically, the
reform reflected a broader strategic recalibration
in response to the regional security environment
following Russia’s war against Ukraine. The measure
was passed by broad parliamentary majorities
and signed by the President, illustrating political
consensus on safeguarding electoral integrity
while highlighting ongoing domestic debates on
inclusion and minority rights.’ In 2025, Reporters
Without Borders ranked Estonia second globally
in its World Press Freedom Index, with a score of
89.46/100, highlighting its world-class levels of
media pluralism, legal protections and journalist
independence.'”®

1.2 PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN PARLIAMENT 7/8

The entire pro-government coalition and most
opposition parties remained firmly supportive of
EU membership, NATO commitments, and deeper
Western integration. Estonia continued to play an
active role in shaping EU security, cyber, and energy
policy, and all mainstream parliamentary blocs
consistently framed their foreign-policy agendas
within a Euro-Atlantic consensus. Although some
populist actors questioned specific EU policies,
parliamentary polarization did not fundamentally
challenge Estonia’s Western alignment.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

Estonia’s participation in the June 2025 NATO
Summit in The Hague and its sustained advocacy
for increased allied defence spending reflected
the parliament’s  cross-party consensus on
transatlantic security.”" Legislators also supported
the government’s position in the May 2025 Baltic
Defence Ministerial in Amari, reaffirming collective
deterrence with Latvia and Lithuania. The Riigikogu's
foreign affairs agenda thus demonstrated continuity

with long-standing Western commitments.'”2



1.3 PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 6/7

Public surveys in 2025 continued to show strong
alignment with Western institutions: support
for NATO remained at approximately 79% and
pro-EU sentiment stayed robust at around 60%,
driven largely by security perceptions and Estonia’s
economic integration with Western markets.
Trust in Western partners — especially Nordic
countries and the EU — remained high across most
demographic groups.'’?

These attitudes reinforced a political climate in
which anti-Western narratives had limited space
to gain traction. Younger Estonians and urban
populations displayed even higher levels of trust
in Western institutions, reflecting generational
consolidation of Western identity. Public opinion
therefore acted as a stabilizing force, underpinning
the country’s strategic direction during a period of
increased geopolitical uncertainty.'*

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 25,25

21 CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE VENICE

COMMISSION 6/6

Estonia maintained full alignment with the
Venice Commission standards in 2025, continuing
its long-standing engagement with European
constitutional norms and legal expert bodies.
The Venice Commission provided feedback on
Estonia’s  evolving  constitutional  framework,
especially regarding local voting rights and judicial
governance, and the government demonstrated
willingness to incorporate its recommendations.'”®

2.2 INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 7/7

Estonia ranked among the best-performing
countries in the region on judicial independence
metrics. The World Justice Project Rule of Law Index
and the European Commission assessments continued
to place Estonia near the top of EU member states
in areas such as judicial integrity, absence of political
interference, and efficiency of court procedures.
Institutional safeguards — merit-based appointments,
transparent procedures, and strong anti-corruption
frameworks — remained intact.'”’

2.3 HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 6/6

Estonia preserved a comprehensive framework
for the protection of civil, political, and social rights,
supported by consistent enforcement mechanisms
and independent oversight institutions. Key legislative
provisions remained aligned with EU law, including

The European Commission’s 2025 Rule of
Law Report (Estonia country chapter) reaffirmed
Estonia’s high level of compliance with EU
legal standards, noting the transparency of
constitutional and legislative procedures, effective
public consultations, and the continued stability
of democratic institutions, thereby confirming
Estonia’s strong legal harmonization with Western
governance models.'”®

A notable case in 2025, in which several high-
ranking police officials were acquitted by the
Harju County Court (a decision upheld on appeal),
highlighted judicial willingness to depart from
prosecutorial arguments when warranted. This
reinforced international perceptions that Estonia’s
courts operate independently and resist political or
administrative pressure.'”®

data protection, anti-discrimination measures, and
freedom of expression protections. Human-rights
bodies noted Estonia’s continued efforts to expand
services for vulnerable groups.'”
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International organizations reaffirmed Estonia’s
strong record: Amnesty International’s 2024/25 report
highlighted broad respect for civil liberties; the EU
Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) emphasized

2.4 NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 6/6

Judicial statistics for 2025 indicated stable
acquittal rates consistent with EU averages,
reflecting an independent judiciary that assesses
cases on their merits rather than adhering closely
to prosecutorial positions. Courts demonstrated a
readiness to challenge insufficiently substantiated
indictments, particularly in complex corruption or
administrative cases.'®!

Estonia’s robust rights framework in its 2025
assessment. While issues such as minority-language
education reforms remained sensitive, the overall
trajectory remained positive.'

The acquittal of senior police officials in 2025
underscored this dynamic, as courts evaluated
evidence rigorously and delivered decisions
independent of public or political expectations.
These cases reinforced international assessments
that Estonia’s judiciary meets Western standards of
impartiality and due process.'®?

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 25,25
31 EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 7/7

Estonia’s economic framework in 2025 remained
fully embedded in EU rules,
WTO disciplines, and Eurozone governance.
EU membership shaped regulatory standards,
competition policy, and trade patterns, with over
two-thirds of Estonia’s exports directed to EU
markets. Finland, Latvia, Sweden, and Germany
remained Estonia’s principal trading partners.'®?

internal-market

In 2025, Estonia signed a 295.5 million EUR
Connecting Europe Facility (CEF) grant agreement
to accelerate Rail Baltica construction, reinforcing
its integration with EU transport corridors.™
Participation in the EU-LAC Digital Alliance
High-Level Dialogue (Tallinn, May 2025) further
highlighted Estonia’s role as a promoter of EU
digital governance abroad.>

3.2 EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 6/6

The 2025 Index of Economic Freedom ranked
Estonia 8th globally and 5th in Europe, scoring
78.9, driven by transparent regulation, strong
property rights, and predictable tax policy."® Estonia
also scored 76/100 in the 2024 Transparency
International’s Corruption Perception Index (CPI),
ranking 13th worldwide — among the strongest
anti-corruption performers in the region.'®

Throughout 2025, Estonia prioritized digital

governance and stable tax policy as tools to preserve
a favourable business environment despite global
economic headwinds. The government’s focus on
green transition investments and technological
innovation strengthened Estonia’s appeal to Western
investors. This focus on digital transformation,
secure infrastructure, and innovation underpinned
Estonia’s resilient business environment, with firms
continuing to invest in growth even amid global
economic uncertainty.'s®

3.3 WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 6/6

EEstonia’s trade structure remained heavily
oriented toward Western partners in 2025, with
the European Union accounting for the majority
of both imports and exports. The Nordic countries,
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Germany, Benelux states and other EU members
dominated Estonia’s goods trade, particularly in
machinery, electronics/communication equipment,
wood products (timber) and related services.'®



Western dominance in trade persisted despite
global market volatility. Estonia’s integration into
EU supply chains and its strong transport-logistics

position ensured that Western markets remained
central drivers of its economic model.’®

3.4 WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’'S ECONOMY 6/6

Western foreign direct investment continued to
represent the overwhelming share of Estonia’s FDI
stock, driven by Nordic countries (Finland, Sweden),
Germany, and the Netherlands. Key investment
sectors included ICT, green tech, logistics, and
financial services.

Although global FDI contracted in 2024-25,
Estonia demonstrated resilience due to its digital
governance infrastructure and regulatory stability.
The International Trade Administration’s 2025
Investment  Climate  Statement  highlighted
Estonia’s transparency, rule of law, and technology
orientation as principal factors sustaining Western
investor confidence.'’

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 14/15

41 USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET 2/2

Estonian uses the Latin alphabet, and Western-
style signage, branding, and digital communication

are ubiquitous.™? English-language materials are
widely used across public and private sectors.

4.2 PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 5/6

Estonia continued to rank in the “high
proficiency” band of the EF English Proficiency
Index, with English, German, and increasingly
French offered throughout the education system.
Language education reforms strengthened English
instruction in secondary schools and professional
training programs.'?

These trends reinforced Estonia’s cultural and
economic integration with Western Europe.
Younger generations, in particular, displayed high
levels of English fluency, facilitating cross-border
mobility and digital globalization.**

4.3 SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTIONS IN THE NATION’S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 7/7

Western cultural content dominated Estonia’s
media environment in 2025. Streaming platforms
such as Netflix, Disney+, and Amazon Prime
remained widely used, while TV and cinema
content was primarily Western."> The Tallinn Black
Nights Film Festival 2025 continued to feature
predominantly European and North American
productions, reinforcing Estonia’s cultural links with
the West.’®® Western social media platforms —
Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, TikTok, and X —

remained fully accessible and widely adopted, with
no state-imposed restrictions.'” Estonia’s digital
media consumption patterns thus closely resembled
those of Northern and Western Europe.’®

At the same time, 2025 saw active policy attention
to bilingualism and the integration of Russian-
speaking communities — efforts that aimed to
reconcile cultural Westernisation with internal
cohesion. In 2025, Estonia began phasing out
Russian-language instruction in schools, with the
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intention of replacing it entirely with Estonian-only
instruction by 2030. This signals a shift in integration
policy, despite the government framing the move
as a means of fostering shared identity and social
cohesion.' Cultural dynamics therefore exhibit
two interacting trends: an accelerating outward
orientation through language, digital media, and
the consumption of Western cultural products,

and a domestic agenda to manage minority
integration, ensuring that Western cultural affinity
does not become a source of internal exclusion. The
broader trajectory is the consolidation of Western
cultural norms, while policymakers wrestle with the
issue of minority inclusion in a security-conscious

environment.2%°

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 10/10
51 PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 5/5

Outbound mobility remained extremely high in
2025: 73% of Estonian residents’ foreign trips were
to EU countries, with 58% for holidays and 14%
for business, reflecting strong social and economic
linkages with Western Europe. High mobility was
facilitated by Schengen membership and strong
transport links.2°!

Western travel remained embedded in lifestyle
norms in Estonia, with outbound tourism to

EU destinations accounting for the majority of
international trips and holiday travel to countries
like Finland, Sweden and Germany remaining
popular.?°2 Tourism and leisure travel continued to
be significant for Estonian residents, while education
and professional exchanges through programs like
Erasmus+ facilitated cross-border mobility and
cultural exchange, reinforcing Estonia’s cultural
convergence with Western Europe.?%

5.2 PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 3/3

Western retail, food-service, and clothing brands
maintained a strong presence in Estonia in 2025,
especially in Tallinn and other urban centres.
International fashion labels such as H&M, Zara, and
Nike feature prominently in major shopping centres
like Viru Keskus and Ulemiste Keskus, while global
food-service brands such as KFC, McDonald’s
operate multiple urban outlets across the country.2%

Modern malls and retail environments in urban
Estonia continue to converge with Nordic and
broader Western European standards. \Western-
style malls, cafés, and service models dominate
urban consumption patterns, with international
brands and integrated shopping-leisure spaces
reflecting Western consumer norms.?%

5.3 MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE AND SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

Estonia maintained extremely high levels of
digital connectivity: mobile penetration exceeded
100%, smartphone usage was near-universal, and
nationwide 4G/5G coverage supported an advanced
digital-services ecosystem.?%The 2025 dynamicis one
of deepening digital-first Westernisation. Estonia’s
public education and digital policies, including the
introduction of Al in schools, have further embedded
Western-style technology adoption and consumer
habits into daily life. This has increased the rate at
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which Western media, retail, and social practices
spread across age groups.’”’ In addition, Estonian
public and private celebrations are increasingly
incorporating Western traditions and aesthetics.
Holidays such as Christmas and Halloween?®® are
widely celebrated with Western-style decorations
and events.?? Cultural festivals and city-wide public
gatherings often feature Western music, cuisine and
entertainment, which reinforces everyday exposure
to Western lifestyle norms.
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 8,25

11. DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 1/10

In recent years Georgia's authorities moved
away from the Euro-Atlantic track and increasingly
adopted a Kremlin-style governance playbook:
constraining civil society, tolerating violence
and intimidation against critics, and normalizing
hostile anti-Western narratives. The European
Council explicitly warned that the Georgian
government’s “transparency of foreign influence”
law represented democratic backsliding and that
the government’s course was de facto halting the
EU accession process.?' In its Georgia Report 2025,
the European Commission stated that Georgia
“further derailed from the EU path,” documented
repressive action against protesters, civil society,
independent media and the opposition, and noted
“hostile anti-EU rhetoric often echoing Russian-
style disinformation”.?"" The same report recalls
that Georgia’s leadership suspended the accession
process until 2028 and confirms the resulting
deep political crisis. Freedom House downgraded
Georgia to 55/100 in Freedom in the World 2025
(down from 58), reflecting a continuous measurable
decline in political rights and civil liberties?'?. The
European Parliament warned that Georgia’s
“turn towards authoritarianism” and “increasing
alignment with Russia” is becoming a security
threat.?’® The EU diplomacy and reporting also
highlight Georgia’s low foreign policy alignment,
including non-alignment with EU sanctions against
Russia. In 2024, then EU foreign policy chief Josep
Borrell said the EU would also downgrade political
contacts with Georgia and consider freezing

government aid, because the “foreign agent” law
was moving the country away from the EU, while
increasing support to civil society and independent
media.

A 20 December 2024 report?'* by Georgia’s
European Orbit and the University of Georgia Human
Rights Center documented more than 450 protester
detentions during the November 28 — December
18, 2024 pro-EU protests, stating that detainees
reported torture, abuse and degrading treatment,
that women detainees faced sexual harassment
and threats by law enforcement, that around 80
journalists were assaulted, courts showed systematic
bias and impunity for police, criminal cases were
opened against peaceful participants,
“titushki” (violent pro-government groups named
after the people that targeted protesters during the
2014 Euromaidan protests in Ukraine)?'® carried out
attacks, and new laws expanded police powers.

Following a BBC Eye investigation?'® into the use
of tear gas and toxic substances against largely
peaceful protesters in November-December 2024,
Amnesty International raised?" serious concerns
over a subsequent wave of intimidation targeting
experts, eyewitnesses, journalists, and human rights
defenders in Georgia. Amnesty International warned
that the alleged use of potentially harmful and
possibly banned chemical agents, combined with
pressure on those documenting the abuses, points
to systematic violations of freedom of expression
and accountability obligations.

masked
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1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 2/8

Following the 2024 parliamentary elections, pro-
Western representation in Georgia’s parliament was
reduced to a single political force. Several explicitly
pro-European opposition parties publicly alleged
large-scale electoral falsification and irregularities
and, despite surpassing the 5% electoral threshold,
collectively refused to take up their parliamentary
mandates, citing the lack of legitimacy of the
electoral process.?’® As a result, only the party For

Georgia eventually entered parliament, represented
by 12 members of parliament,?”® leaving pro-
Western forces marginalized within the legislature.
In 2025, the situation further deteriorated as
opposition leaders were arrested??® and the ruling
party publicly signaled its intention to ban certain
opposition parties and individuals associated with
them, constituting a direct assault on political
pluralism and competitive parliamentary politics.??!

1.3. PUBLIC OPINION ON WESTERN CIVILIZATION 5/7

TThe 2025 Annual Survey conducted under
the EU Neighbours East program shows??? that
Georgian public support for the European Union
and Western integration remains strong despite
political turbulence. According to the EU’s survey, if
a referendum were held today, 74% of Georgians
would vote in favor of EU membership, with only
5% opposed, and 80% believe that EU membership
would bring more benefits than drawbacks to the
country, indicating robust normative support for
Western integration among the population.

The survey also finds that the EU continues to
be Georgia's most trusted international partner,
trusted by 67% of respondents, and awareness
of EU support to Georgia remains high at around
70%, illustrating sustained popular confidence in
the EU’s role. Beyond the raw figures, respondents
associate EU membership with peace and security,
a better future for their children and improved
quality of life, reflecting deep societal aspirations
for alignment with Western values and standards
of living despite political setbacks.

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 5/25

2]. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS

OF THE VENICE COMMISSION 1/6

Legislation adopted in Georgia in 2023-
2025 demonstrates clear non-conformity with
constitutional and European democratic standards.
In its Opinion of 15 October 2025, the Venice
Commission concluded that the Law on the
Registration of Foreign Agents, amendments to the
Law on Grants and related “foreign influence” acts
are coercive, stigmatizing and incompatible with
democratic pluralism.?2® The Commission identified
violations of legal certainty as key concepts are
vaguely defined, enabling arbitrary enforcement,
and  found  disproportionate interference
with freedom of association and expression
through excessive reporting, intrusive disclosure

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

requirements and severe sanctions, failing the
proportionality test under the Constitution and the
ECHR.?2% 22> Mandatory registration and labelling
were assessed as stigmatizing civil society and
independent media, producing a chilling effect
on public debate.??® These findings build on the
Commission’s urgent 2024 opinion recommending
repeal of the law. Despite consistent criticism from
the EU, OSCE and Council of Europe bodies, the
law was adopted after the presidential veto was
overridden,”?” and the Constitutional Court did
not suspend it, prompting litigation before the
European Court of Human Rights, where the Venice
Commission intervened as a third party.?#®



2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 1/7

Judicial independence in Georgia remains severely
compromised, reflecting a long-term failure of
structural reform and entrenched political influence
over the courts. Freedom House’s Freedom in the
World 2025 reports that executive and legislative
interference persists, alongside low transparency
and weak professionalism in judicial proceedings.?*
The Freedom House's report notes that a narrow
group of influential judges, primarily court chairs
and members of the High Council of Justice, exercise
disproportionate control over appointments, case
distribution and disciplinary decisions, reinforcing a
closed “clan” system. In 2023, the United States

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 1/7

Georgia’s human rights legislation deteriorated
further in 2024-2025, reflecting a systematic
rollback of constitutional safeguards. Freedom in the
World 2025 classifies Georgia as “Partly Free” with a
score of 55/100, a three-point decline compared to
2024, including 21/40 for political rights and 34/60
for civil liberties.*? Freedom House attributes the
decline to restrictive laws, abuse of administrative
penalties and shrinking space for dissent. During this
period, the ruling Georgian Dream party adopted a
package of legislative amendments that expanded
state control over expression, protest and civil
society.?>®* Amendments to defamation and court-
related legislation strengthened protections for

2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 2/6

Available court statistics indicate a formal
increase in acquittal rates in Georgia, though their
interpretation remains constrained by structural
weaknesses of the justice system. According to
Geostat's Unified Reports on Criminal Justice
Statistics, in January—October 2025 courts of first

imposed sanctions on four Georgian judges for
corruption and for “undermining the rule of law
and the public’s faith in Georgia’s judicial system,”
an unprecedented step underscoring systemic
capture of the judiciary.?®® In April 2024, the Thilisi
City Court upheld an appeal by a group of judges
and halted an Anti-Corruption Bureau investigation
into their asset declarations, further reinforcing
perceptions of judicial self-protection and
impunity.?*' Together, these developments indicate
that courts increasingly function as instruments
of political and corporate interest rather than as
independent guarantors of constitutional rights.

public officials, weakened safeguards for journalistic
sources and broadened “contempt of court”
provisions to penalize criticism of judges, including
online speech.?* Protest-related administrative
offences were reclassified in ways that allow
custodial penalties, while amendments to the
Criminal Code introduced travel bans applicable
retroactively, including minor convictions. In parallel,
access to grants was placed under tighter state
control and successive “foreign influence” and
grant-related laws?*®> were advanced to constrain
independent NGOs, reinforcing a coercive legal
environment incompatible with international human
rights standards.?%

instance delivered 2,362 verdicts after hearings on
the merits. Of these, 403 resulted in full acquittals
("not quilty”) and 152 in partial acquittals,
producing a full acquittal rate of 17.1% and a
partial acquittal rate of 6.4%.237 238
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3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 9,25

3.1.EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 3/7

Georgia has been a member of the WTO since
June 2000. In June 2025, a ceremonial event
dedicated to the 25th anniversary of Georgia's
accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO)
was held at the headquarters of the World Trade
Organization (WTO) in
WTO membership provides an opportunity for
global integration and Georgia continues to sign
preferential trade agreements with markets within
and outside the region. The country has numerous
free trade agreements covering quality markets of
over 2.3 billion consumers and providing increased
market access for the Georgian private sector.?*

As for relations with the European Union, an
Association Agreement was signed between
Georgia and the European Union in 2014, and a
Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Agreement
was implemented in 2016.2%° Since 2017, Georgian

Geneva, Switzerland.

citizens have been able to travel to the Schengen
area without a visa and have the right to stay for
up to three months. In December 2023, Georgia
received the status of a candidate for the European
Union, although subsequent anti-democratic
actions by the Georgian government have seriously
damaged the country’s European integration
process.?*!
Commission presented its Enlargement Report?#?,
which reads that “Following the conclusions
adopted by the European Council in December
2024, the Georgian government'’s actions have, de
facto, put the country on hold in its EU accession
process. The democratic backsliding has continued,
and the Commission therefore only formally refers
to Georgia as a candidate country. The Georgian

government must show the will to reverse course

In November 2025, the European

and return to the path of EU accession.”

3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 2/6

Georgia ranks 25th out of 165 countries in the
Fraser Institute’s Economic Freedom of the World
2025 report, scoring 7.69.24 The assessment,
which reflects conditions in 2023, places Georgia
among the higher-performing economies globally,
particularly in areas linked to market openness and
regulatory flexibility.

Across the five key pillars, Georgia performs
strongest in freedom to trade internationally (19th
place) and regulatory quality (14th place), as well
as access to hard currency (40th place). Its weaker
areas remain the size of government (48th) and
especially the legal system and property rights
protection (56th), which continues to be one of the

country’s most significant structural vulnerabilities.

According to the Heritage Foundation’s Index
of Economic Freedom, Georgia ranks 35th out of
184 countries in 2025, with an overall score of 69
points out of 100. Within the regional comparison,
Georgia places 20th out of 44 European countries,
reflecting a mixed performance across key economic
governance indicators. In the 2025 assessment,
Georgia is categorized as a “moderately free”
economy,?* indicating a generally open market
environment, but also areas where institutional
constraints  continue

weaknesses and policy

to limit higher levels of economic freedom.

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 2/6

The share of the EU member states and,
accordingly, the EU in Georgia’s foreign economic
trade is decreasing every year.?*> According to the
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National Statistics Service of Georgia, in January-
September 2025, Georgia’s foreign trade turnover
in goods amounted to 18,545 million USD, which



is 9.1% more than in the corresponding period of
the previous year.?4

Of this, exports amounted to 5,151.4 million
USD (increased by 7.7%), and imports amounted
to 13,393.7 million USD (increased by 9.7%). The
negative trade balance in January-September 2025
amounted to 8,242.3 million USD, which is 44.4%

of foreign trade turnover. In January-September
2025, the share of CIS countries in exports was
70.3%, that of EU member states — 11.9%, and
that of other countries — 17.8%.%*’ In January-
September 2025, the share of EU member states
in imports was 25.1%, CIS — 17.9%, and other
countries - 57.1% .24

3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’'S ECONOMY 2/6

In the second quarter of 2025, foreign direct
investment (FDI) inflows to Georgia amounted to
580.1 million USD, representing a 12% year-on-
year decline, according to preliminary data from the
National Statistics Office of Georgia (Geostat).?*
Equity capital accounted for 123.6 million USD
(21.3% of total FDI), while reinvested earnings
reached 466.6 million USD (80.4%), confirming
the continued dominance of reinvestment over
new capital inflows.?*® The United Kingdom was
the largest reported investor with 242.7 million
USD (41.8%), followed by Turkey with 54 million
USD (9.3%) and the Czech Republic with 38.3
million USD (6.6%); together these three countries
accounted for 57.7% of total FDI in the second
quarter of 2025.%"

At the same time, the unusually large share
attributed to the UK is widely assessed as reflecting
capital transfers from British offshore jurisdictions
rather than new Western investment. Transparency
International Georgia reports that following U.S.
sanctions imposed on Bidzina Ivanishvili®2 on 27
December 2024, his family began transferring
assets from offshore companies registered under
British jurisdiction to Georgia in early 2025.%3 In
January 2025, a motion was introduced in the UK
House of Commons calling on the government to
impose sanctions on Ivanishvili, citing concerns over
democratic backsliding and the use of offshore
structures.?>* This context suggests that a significant
portion of “Western” FDI recorded in 2025 represents
repatriated domestic capital, limiting its contribution
to genuine Western economic integration.

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 9/15
4. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 1/2

The Georgian script is one of the oldest
continuously used writing systems in the world.>
On 30 November 2016, the living culture of the
three writing systems of the Georgian alphabet
was inscribed on the UNESCO Representative List
of the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity.?*
As a result, Georgia does not use the Latin alphabet

as an official script. At the same time, English has
acquired a significant functional role. English is
widely used alongside Georgian in higher education
and professional environments, and a growing
number of academic programs are delivered fully
or partly in English.’

4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 4/6

English, rather than Russian, has become the
first foreign language for the younger generation
in Georgia. Ever since Russia’s intervention in the

Thilisi-separatist conflict in the early 1990s, and
especially since Russia’s invasion of Georgia in 2008
and the start of Russia’s war against Ukraine, the
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Russian language has been associated with Russian
imperialism for asignificant part of the population??®.
This shift is clearly demonstrated by the 2025
unified national entrance examinations for higher
education. According to official data published
by Forbes Georgia on the basis of the National
32,536
applicants chose to take the foreign-language

Assessment and Examinations Center,

exam in English, while only 1,163 selected Russian.
Other European languages remain marginal: 196
applicants chose German and just 28 chose French,

confirming the overwhelming dominance of English
among prospective students.?>°

International benchmarks support this trend. In
the EF English Proficiency Index 2024/2025, Georgia
scored 541 points and ranked 35th out of 123
countries worldwide, placing it in the “moderate
proficiency” category.?®® Survey data further show
a strong generational divide: English proficiency is
significantly higher among younger cohorts, while
Russian remains dominant mainly among older
generations educated during the Soviet period.2®’

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION’S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 4/7

According to a report published by DataReportal,
in 2024, Facebook had 2.85 million users in Georgia,
Instagram had 1.65 million, and TikTok had 2.58
million users aged 18 and older. It is worth noting
that Facebook restricts the use of its platform to
people under the age of 13, and data from 2024
confirms that 85.5% of the audience eligible to
use the platform in Georgia used Facebook.?6? As
of early 2024, Facebook’s advertising audience in
Georgia comprised 48.2 percent men and 51.8
percent women. As for Georgian Instagram users,
information published in Meta's advertising tools
indicates that at the beginning of 2024, 1.65
million people aged 13 and older used Instagram.

Accordingly, 54.4% of the “eligible” audience uses
this social network. In 2024, women accounted
for 58.5 percent of Instagram users in Georgia,
compared to 41.5 percent men.?®* TikTok is one
of the most popular platforms, and Georgia is not
lagging behind this trend. ByteDance's advertising
resources show that at the beginning of 2024,
86.2% of the local internet user base, or 2.52 million
people, were TikTok users.264 At the beginning of
2024, 48.7% of TikTok’s advertising audience in
Georgia was female, while 51.3% was male.?®> At
the same time, approximately 81% of the Georgian
population has access to the Internet, of which more
than 2 million people have access to Facebook.26¢

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 6/10

5]. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 2/5

In the second quarter of 2025, foreign trips made
by resident visitors to Georgia amounted to 564.3
thousand. This figure is 0.4 per cent higher than the
data for the same period in 2024%. In the same
period, the largest share of visits, 34.9 percent, was
made to visit friends/relatives of georgian residents
in foreign countries®®®. The majority of visits were
to Turkey and the Russian Federation, with 201.3
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thousand and 106.3 thousand visits, respectively.6

At the same time, the number of visits from
Georgia to the EU has been increasing in recent
years, the main reason for which is the introduction
of a visa-free regime for Georgian citizens in the
Schengen zone since 2017. In particular, in the first
quarter of 2025, the number of visits to EU countries
by Georgian resident visitors aged 15 and older was



88.6 thousand. In 2024, visits to the EU increased
by 13% compared to the previous year to 378.5
thousand.?’® The number of visits from Georgia to
the EU has fluctuated in recent years but shows a
clear upward trend after the pandemic period.

Following a drop to 186.5 thousand visits in 2022,
travel rebounded sharply to 333.9 thousand in 2023
and reached 378.5 thousand in 2024, indicating
continued strong mobility toward the EU.?”"

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 2/3

Despite Georgia's deteriorating relations with
Western democracies, Western franchise chains are
still operating in Georgia as of 2025. For example,
McDonald’s Georgia now operates 18 restaurants
and employs over 1,000 people.?’? At the same
time, other foodservice chains, notably Burger
King and KFC, continue to operate through local
franchises, with each company represented by 3
outlets,?”3 274 while major shopping malls in various

Georgian cities still host international fast food
chains alongside domestic chains.

Overall, the direct corporate presence of Western
franchise chains has not diminished. Despite the
sharp decline in Western investments in the country’s
economy, many Western brands are still present in
Georgia: Carrefour Georgia, Zara, Pull&Bear, Sislay,
Nike, Adidas, Calvin Klein, Gucci, Burberry.?’

5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

According to the Georgian Communications
Commission, the number of mobile phone
subscribers (individuals and legal entities) in 2024
amounted to 6.14 million. It is worth noting that in
the last 10 years the number of mobile subscribers
has increased by 13.7%, namely, 10 years ago,

there were 5.4 million registered mobile services
in Georgia.?”’® This means that a large part of the
Georgian population owns more than one SIM card.
According to the Ministry of Communications, by
mid-2025, the share of the population owning a
smartphone was 84.9%.2"7
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 7,25

11. DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 2/10

Kazakhstan's recent political trajectory has been
shaped by two events: the 2019 resignation of
longtime president Nursultan Nazarbaev and
the nationwide unrest?’® of January 2022, which
began in the city of Zhanaozen over energy prices
and escalated into broader economic and political
protests. Although President Kasym-Jomart Tokaev
pledged
remains authoritarian: Freedom House rates it “Not
Free” (23/100)%”° in 2025, and Reporters Without
Borders ranks it 141st of 180.2% State control over
mainstream media persists, and a 2024 media

reforms after the crisis, Kazakhstan

law — despite minor improvements — tightens
regulation by mandating registration and physical
presence for online outlets, expanding restrictions
on foreign journalists under vague extremism
clauses, and introducing broad media monitoring
based on undefined values, increasing risks of
censorship and self-censorship.?®!

Two new pieces of Kazakhstan legislation also
indicate a shrinking of democratic public spaces.
The first is a proposed law?®? banning “LGBT
propaganda” that would impose administrative
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charges on any publication portraying LGBTIQ+
people positively. The bill was approved by the
Senate and signed?® by the president on December
30, 2025. The second, labeled as “law on crime
prevention”, would allow ordinary citizens to be
recruited and paid by the government to report
violations of “standard behavior and morality” —
de facto acting as vigilantes. The law was similarly
passed on December 30, 2025. While Astana
officially states it follows a policy of multi-vector
diplomacy to maintain its independence, the new
anti-LGBTQI+ law is a copy of the 2013 Russian
legislation. The bill on crime prevention opens the
door to the culture of reporting citizens that is now
encouraged by Russian authorities to denounce
those opposing Moscow’s invasion of Ukraine.?8

In parallel, there are an estimated 40 political
prisoners in Kazakhstan in 2025.%8> Most of those
men and women are connected to the 2022
national unrest, or to banned opposition parties.
Activists fighting for the rights of ethnic Kazakhs or
Uyghurs in neighboring China also face harassment
from the state.?%¢



1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 1/8

One of the major consequences of the January
2022 unrest was the June 2022 referendum?’ that
granted more power to the Majilis (Parliament).
Consequently, snap parliamentary elections took
place in March 2023.28 While on paper, Kazakhstan
might appear as a country enjoying multipartyism, all
parties present in the lower house gravitate around
the ruling Amanat party?®® (previously known as
Nur Otan), which secured nearly 54% of the vote
— a record low figure, though. All the four other
parties represented in parliament (Auyl, Respublica,
Aq Jol, People’s Party of Kazakhstan) are considered
openly supportive of president Tokaev,??® while the
fifth one, the Nationwide Social Democratic Party,
is a more independent left-leaning party. In terms

of foreign policy, this means that they all advocate
for a continuation of the “multi-vector” strategy,
defined as an equidistance from Russia, China and
the West.

In terms of cooperation between the EU and
parliaments, the EU-Kazakhstan
Parliamentary Cooperation Committee (PCC) meets
regularly in Brussels and Astana. Cooperation has
been strongly enhanced after the March 2020
ratification of the EU-Kazakhstan
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (EPCA),
which entered into force on 1 March 2020 and
provides a reinforced legal framework for structured

Kazakhstani

Enhanced

political, economic and parliamentary dialogue
between the European Union and Kazakhstan.?'

1.3. PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 4/7

Public perceptions of the West in Kazakhstan
shifted markedly after Russia’s February 2022
invasion of Ukraine. Moscow's long-standing

tolerance of nationalist rhetoric questioning
Kazakhstan’s territorial integrity — particularly
regarding the north — has reinforced security

concerns, with over 40% of respondents identifying
Russia as a threat.?°? By contrast, attitudes toward
China are generally more favorable: Beijing is viewed
more positively293 than Washington, although
around half of the population still maintains an

overall positive view of the United States.?®* Pro-
Western and pro-Ukrainian sentiments are more
pronounced among younger generations. Overall,
when asked to choose an external alignment
between Russia, China, and the West, roughly 20%
of respondents on average express a preference for
the West.?>> A clear majority of respondents (70%)
prefer a balanced alignment between the West,
Russia, and China rather than a clear orientation
toward a single bloc.?%

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 7,25

2]. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE VENICE

COMMISSION 3/6

Kazakhstan is not a full member of the Council of
Europe but has cooperated with the organization
since 1997 and participates in selected mechanisms,
including the European Commission for Democracy
through Law (Venice Commission), of which it
has been a full member since 2012.2°7 In its most
recent substantive legal assessment concerning
Kazakhstan, the Venice Commission examined the

draft constitutional law “On the Commissioner
for Human Rights” and acknowledged certain
improvements, while explicitly warning that the
institutional design still lacks sufficient safeguards
to guarantee independence from the executive,
particularly regarding appointment procedures,
dismissal grounds, and budgetary autonomy. The
Commission also stressed that these shortcomings
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reflect broader systemic issues related to checks
and balances and remain relevant for Kazakhstan’s
constitutional framework.2%®

Kazakhstan last amended its constitution through
anationwide referendumin 2022, partly in response
to the unrest of January that year. While the reform
package formally reduced the privileges of former
president Nursultan Nazarbaev and redistributed
some powers in favor of parliament, international

legal assessments indicate that these changes
did not fundamentally alter the concentration of
power within the presidential system. In practice,
political dominance by the ruling Amanat party
and the loyalty of other parliamentary forces to the
executive limit the effective impact of parliamentary
empowerment, resulting in a presidential—
parliamentary hybrid rather than a genuine shift

toward parliamentary governance.?#°3%

2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 2/7

According to Freedom House’s Freedom in the
World 2025,3°" the judiciary in Kazakhstan cannot be
described as independent, given that the president
“nominates or directly appoints judges based on the
recommendation of the Supreme Judicial Council,
which is itself appointed by the president. Judges
are subject to political influence, and corruption is
a problem throughout the judicial system.” Judicial
independence remains structurally compromised due
to the dominant influence of the executive branch
over courts and prosecutors, undermining access to
fair trials and effective legal protection.*®?

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 1/7

Kazakhstan's constitution formally guarantees
fundamental human rights, and the abolition of the
death penalty in 2021 marked an important step
toward alignment with international human rights
standards.?% The country ratified the Second Optional
Protocol to the UN’s International Covenant on Civil
and Political Rights (ICCPR), which was positively noted
during the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) process.?®’
However, stakeholder submissions to the UPR 2025
underline a persistent gap between formal legislation
and real-world implementation. Victims of human
rights violations rarely receive effective remedies,
compensation, or rehabilitation, while alleged
perpetrators in most cases avoid accountability,
reinforcing a systemic culture of impunity.3°

Criminal legislation contains overly broad and
vague definitions of “extremism” and “terrorism,”
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In parallel, in 2024, the Coalition against Torture
in Kazakhstan received 347 complaints of torture
and ill-treatment, which resulted in just four torture
convictions. While 57 cases and 45 suspected
officials were officially registered, outcomes remain
opaque, reflecting systemic impunity and low public
trust in the judiciary.3%

The World Justice Project’s Rule of Law Index
2025 ranks Kazakhstan 65th of 142 countries
overall*® and 102nd on constraints on government
powers. Another alarming trend is a proposed
law that would label NGOs as foreign agents, also
inspired by a similar bill passed in Russia in 2012.3%

which are routinely used against journalists, civil
society activists, lawyers, and opposition figures,
despite the absence of violence or genuine security
threats.3% International human rights organizations
report persistent restrictions on freedoms of
expression, peaceful assembly, and association,
with restrictive laws selectively enforced to suppress
dissent and independent civic activity.?' Domestic
oversight mechanisms, including the national
human rights institution, do not fully comply with
the Paris Principles and lack the independence
and authority required for effective protection of
rights.3"" Overall, despite formal legal reforms and
repeated acceptance of UPR recommendations,
Kazakhstan’s human rights legislation continues
to function largely on a declarative level, failing to
provide effective safeguards or accountability in
practice.



2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 1/6

Official statements from Kazakhstan’s judiciary
indicate that the overall acquittal rate in criminal
cases remains extremely low, with only about 3-5 %
of cases resulting in acquittal at trial level, according
to the Supreme Judicial Council’s jury chair.?"
Broader judicial statistics and analyses confirm a
longstanding pattern of very low acquittal rates
(often under 2 %), especially in non-jury proceedings,
reflecting a pervasive bias toward conviction
within the criminal justice system.3'* Independent
commentary by legal practitioners notes that many
acquittals handed down by juries are overturned on

formal or procedural grounds at appellate stages,
further limiting effective acquittals.3'* Such patterns
are consistent with systemic issues identified by
researchers: a dominant pro-accusation culture
and minimal judicial autonomy, factors inherited
from the Soviet-era penal culture that contribute
to distrust in judicial outcomes and high conviction
rates.3'> The persistently low acquittal rates illustrate
structural barriers to fair adjudication and raise
questions about adherence to the presumption of
innocence and due process in Kazakhstan's criminal
courts.

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 15/25
31. EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 4/7

Kazakhstan became a member of the World
Trade Organization (WTO) in 2015, joining as
the WTO’s 162nd member state, which marked
a key step in integrating its economy into global
trade frameworks.3'® The same year, December
2015, Kazakhstan and the European Union (EU)
signed the Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement (EPCA) — the first agreement of its kind
between the EU and a Central Asian country.?"”
The EPCA was ratified by all EU Member States
and the European Parliament and entered into full
force on 1 March 2020, providing a comprehensive
legal basis for cooperation across trade, economic
policy, justice and home affairs, energy, transport,
environment, and other areas. This agreement
elevated bilateral ties beyond the previous

Partnership and Cooperation Agreement and was
intended to strengthen cooperation on political
dialogue, economic integration, and norms aligned
with EU standards.3'®

In April 2025, Kazakhstan participated in the first-
ever EU-Central Asia Summit held in Samarkand,
Uzbekistan, where EU and Central Asian leaders,
including Kazakhstan's president, endorsed deeper
strategic cooperation and regional engagement
across economic development, connectivity, and
political dialogue.?™ The summit underscored
the EU’s commitment to expanding its strategic
partnership with Central Asia, with Kazakhstan
positioned as a key partner in the region’s
engagement with Europe.

3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 4/6

According to the Heritage Foundation’s Index of
Economic Freedom 2025, Kazakhstan scored 63.8,
placingitin the upper third of 184 assessed countries
and classifying the economy as “moderately
free” 329 The report notes that Kazakhstan's
economic freedom score is above both the global
and regional averages, reflecting relatively favorable
regulatory and market conditions in the Central

Asian context. Compared to 2024, the score
increased by 1.8 points, indicating modest year-on-
year improvement in the business environment.

At the same time, the Index highlights
persistent weaknesses affecting transparency and
predictability, including state dominance in key
sectors, corruption risks, uneven enforcement of
regulations, and limited judicial effectiveness, all
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of which continue to constrain fair competition
and investor confidence. These structural issues
are corroborated by Transparency International’s
Corruption Perceptions Index, where Kazakhstan
scored 40 points and ranked 88th out of 180
countries, pointing to systemic corruption risks

that directly undermine transparency in business
operations and public administration.3?! As a result,
while formal regulatory conditions for doing business
are comparatively stable, deficiencies in rule of
law and governance significantly limit the practical
impact of economic liberalization measures.

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 4/6

According to European Commission trade statistics,
the European Union is Kazakhstan's largest trading
partner,accountingforthelargestshareofthecountry’s
total external trade.??? In 2024, total EU-Kazakhstan
trade in goods amounted to approximately 45 billion
EUR, reflecting a year-on-year increase compared to
2023. The EU remains the primary destination for
Kazakhstan's exports, particularly in energy and raw
materials, and the leading source of foreign direct
investment, reinforcing the EU’s dominant role in
Kazakhstan's external economic relations.

Kazakhstan has officially declared its commitment
to complying with international sanctions regimes,
including those imposed on Russia, and the EU
continues to monitor trade flows and sanction-
circumvention risks in the region.?? At the same
time, Kazakhstan maintains significant trade
relations with non-Western partners, including
Russia and China, reflecting a diversified and multi-
vector trade structure rather than exclusive Western
economic orientation.3?

3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY 3/6

According to data published by the National
Bank of Kazakhstan, the gross inflow of foreign
direct investment (FDI) into Kazakhstan in 2024
amounted to about 17.2 billion USD, marking
a decline compared with previous years’ totals
but confirming the continued role of FDI in the
economy.*? Official breakdowns show that Russia
was the largest investor in FDI flows for 2024,
accounting for the biggest share among individual
countries.*”® Other significant investors included
the Netherlands, South Korea, Belgium and China,
each contributing substantial investment flows
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in the same year, reflecting a diversified group of
major partners.
FDI inflows were concentrated in mining,

manufacturing and trade sectors, indicating
continued external investor interest in Kazakhstan'’s
While

Western countries such as the Netherlands and

natural resources and industrial base.??.

Belgium figure among major investor origins, the
overall investment picture reflects a broader mix of
global sources, including regional and East Asian
economies.



4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 6/15

41. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 1/2

Like other Central Asian states, Kazakhstan has
undergone several alphabet changes throughout
its history, shifting from Arabic to Latin and later
to Cyrillic, with the latter two transitions imposed
by Moscow during different periods of the Soviet
rule. As an independent state and a member of
the Organization of Turkic States (OTS), which
promotes closer cultural and linguistic cooperation
among Turkic countries, Kazakhstan has entered
a transition phase from the Cyrillic to the Latin
script.328 The Latin alphabet is still rarely used
in  public

communication, while government

institutions, official websites, and the education
system continue to rely predominantly on Cyrillic
for the Kazakh language.

Russian, although not designated as a state
language, may be used officially under the 1995
Constitution and remains widely spoken, particularly
in urban areas, including among many ethnic
Kazakhs, who currently constitute approximately
71% of the population. Overall, an estimated
90% of the population possesses at least some
knowledge of Russian, underscoring its continued
societal and communicative significance.??

4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT INTHE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 2/6

According to the EF English Proficiency Index
2025, Kazakhstan remains in the very low
proficiency category, with an EF EPI score of 417
and a global ranking of 107th, indicating limited
functional command of English among the general
population. The report places Kazakhstan below
both the global and European averages, confirming
the weak penetration of English as a working or
professional language.

At the same time, Chinese is gaining importance
as a foreign language, driven by expanding economic
ties with China and facilitated by the mutual visa-
free regime introduced in 2023, which has increased
business, educational, and tourism exchanges.
Chinese language proficiency also carries symbolic
weight at the elite level, allowing for the strengthening
of ties with a key trading partner at an informal level
between the leaders and elites of countries.

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION'S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 3/7

TV remains a popular source of information:
65% of the population watches it daily, with an
average daily viewing of close to 3 hours that has
remained stable in the past few years.?** While
Russian and Russophone channels are available,
the government is promoting the use of Kazakh
language in Kazakhstani TV channels. The top
channels include First Eurasia Channel, KTK, NTK,
31 Channel, Mir and Astana.

Cinema attendance is growing steadily, reaching

23 million viewers in 2024. While Kazakhstan
maintains a robust domestic production of movies,
53% of movies were imported, representing a mix
of Russian, Hollywood and other Asian movies.33

The most popular®> social media platforms are
TikTok (over 15 million accounts), closely followed
by Instagram (12.4 million), and Facebook, at 2.6
million users. One of the fastest-growing audiences
is on LinkedIn, reaching 1.7 million people. Russian
platforms have a very limited outreach.
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5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 6/10
5.1. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 2/5

In 2024, more than one million citizens of
Kazakhstan travelled abroad for leisure purposes,
according to official tourism and border statistics.>3
The most popular destinations were Turkey, Egypt,
the United Arab Emirates, Vietnam, Thailand,
China, and Georgia, reflecting a strong preference
for visa-free or simplified-visa destinations, primarily
outside the Western political and economic space.
Travel to EU countries remains constrained by visa

requirements. In 2024, approximately 180,000
residents of Kazakhstan applied for Schengen visas,
representing an increase of nearly 13 % compared
to 2023.2% Despite this growth, the overall number
of Schengen visa applicants remains limited relative
to total outbound travel volumes, indicating that
travel to Western Europe constitutes only a modest
share of international mobility among Kazakhstan's
population.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 2/3

Western franchise companies are widely present
in Kazakhstan, which has often served as an entry
market for international brands in Central Asia,
particularly in the food service and retail sectors.
Major Western food and beverage franchises
operating in the country include KFC, Burger King,
Pizza Hut, Popeyes and Coca-Cola,**® all of which

maintain active operations through local franchise
or bottling partners.

Western retail brands are also present in
Kazakhstan’s major urban centers, including Zara,
H&M, Adidas and Marks & Spencer, reflecting
sustained consumer demand for Western consumer
goods®* and lifestyle brands.

5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

Kazakhstan’s mobile communications market
is highly saturated. According to the World Bank
telecommunications data, the number of mobile
cellular subscriptions exceeds the total population,
reflecting widespread smartphone ownership and
multi-SIM usage. In 2024, Kazakhstan recorded
over 25 million mobile cellular subscriptions, while
the population remained around 20 million.34°
According to national ICT statistics, the number of
mobile internet users reached approximately 19.3

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

million, approaching universal adult coverage.?'
Expanding mobile connectivity presents structural
challenges due to Kazakhstan'’s very low population
density, estimated at around 8 people per square
kilometer, one of the lowest levels globally.?*?
Despite this constraint, 3G and 4G networks cover
most populated areas, and state programs prioritize
extending high-speed mobile internet to rural and

remote regions.?*
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11 DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 1/10

The trend away from democracy set by the new
leadership that took power in Kyrgyzstanin late 2020
continued its course throughout 2025. The country
was classified as “Not free” in the Freedom in the
World 2025 index by Freedom House, scoring 26 out
100 for political rights and civil liberties combined,
in steady worsening for the fifth year in row.>* The
Bertelsmann Transformation Index of 2024 defined
Kyrgyzstan as a “moderate autocracy”, ranking 75th
among 137 countries in transformation in terms of
political transformation.3*

The erosion of political freedom in Kyrgyzstan
was evident in many areas. The parliament virtually
ceased to feature any overt criticism of the executive
institutions, and especially of President Sadyr
Japarov and his main political ally — the security chief
Kamchybek Tashiev. All media outlets, individual
journalists and popular bloggers, covering political
themes, faced imminent persecution for open

criticism of the latter two figures, taught by the
examples of dozens of such critics silenced through
arrests and punitive sentences, like the journalists
of Kloop and Temirov Live groups, and a general
climate of self-censorship set in.3* Political parties
practically ceased to be institutions of political
mobilization independent of government. Members
of the former president’s Social Democratic Party
of Kyrgyzstan, one of only two openly oppositional
groups, were arrested on mere allegations of
electoral misconduct in 2024 city council elections in
Bishkek and then arrested again upon questionable
evidence of conspiracy against the government in
run-up to the parliamentary elections of November
2025. The other opposition party, Butun Kyrgyzstan,
holding 4 seats in the outgoing parliament, had its
outspoken leader jailed, sentenced and released
conditionally in 2024, and became inconsequential
both in the parliament and outside it.3%

1.2 PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN PARLIAMENT 2/8

The predominant view in the parliament, including
some members of the Alliance party, is mildly
nationalist, cautiously pro-Russian and moderately
critical of the West — in other words, very pragmatic and
not committed to any discrete ideological position.#

In the snap parliamentary elections of November
2025 - happening one year ahead of schedule —
political parties were not featured. According to
the new election law adopted earlier in 2025, the
parliament is filled by members elected in 30 districts,
each delegating the three top winners. While parties

could nominate their candidates in any or all districts,
no party chose to do so.

Overall, the situation has worsened significantly since
2021, when relatively pro-Western political parties
like Reforma, Social Democratic Party of Kyrgyzstan
and Ata-Meken socialist party ran in several elections
(one national and multiple local) in 2021 and 2022,
although did not win any seats.?* 3% Only one party
could be nominally identified as open to Western
principles and values — Alliance party.
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1.3 PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 3/7

With contraction of political and civic freedoms,
the reliability of the scarcely available public opinion
polls is increasingly an issue. The single most
regularly conducted opinion poll, conducted by the
International Republican Institute (IRI) for over 10
years, came to a halt in 2025 with the dissolution
of USAID - IRI's main funding source — and its last
published opinion poll of January 2024 carried
indirect data on Kyrgyz public views of Western
civilization. Namely, to the question “What is your
opinion of the following national and international
institutions?”, the three international institutions,
all widely perceived in Kyrgyzstan as representing
the West, received low favorable responses.
USAID scored among them (41% favorable, 13%
unfavorable, and 46% undecided/uninformed),
followed by the United Nations (41% favorable,
21% unfavorable and 38% undecided/uninformed)
and while the OSCE was the last, mostly for being
unknown (26% favorable, 12% unfavorable and
62 % undecided/uninformed).3"

Generally, three broadly spread public opinion
tracks — nationalist, Islamic and pro-Russian —
collectively dominated the public opinion and each
of them, coming from somewhat different angles,

carried an anti-Western outlook within it. Criticism
of anti-democratic political trends in Kyrgyzstan
being essentially a matter of Western or Western-
affiliated local voices, the government of Sadyr
Japarov tended to voice open anti-Western rhetoric,
and it was allied therein with heavy Russian anti-
Western propaganda freely and widely reaching
the Kyrgyz society. In general public perceptions,
as observable in social media discussions, the
negative attitudes toward Western civilization
were anchored on views against inclusion (sexual
and gender), pluralism (especially against NGOs
and media critical of government) and cultural
amelioration (driven by perceptions of threat to
national culture and identity).3*?

All being said, there is a small share of the
population that is strongly (for ideological, value and
cultural reasons) or pragmatically (for educational,
business and travelling preferences) pro-Western —
while no direct statistical or sociologically researched
evidence is available, some proxy indications from
surveys such as the IRl Kyrgyz public opinion polls
and the Democracy Perceptions Index would
suggest that such views would be held by well
below half of the population.®*

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 5/25

2.1 COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS OF THE VENICE COMMISSION 1/7

The critical recommendations of the Venice
Commission (made jointly with the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human Rights) —such as
pertaining to separation of powers among branches
of government, independence of the judiciary,
and as well as serious procedural violations in the
drafting process — were almost blankly ignored
and, indeed, the central government institutions,
including the parliament, actively avoided
engagement with the Venice Commission during
the constitutional drafting and debate period.***
The Venice Commission opinion was requested by
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the Ombudsman and civil society organizations.
An institution that generally cooperated closely
with the Venice Commission — the Constitutional
Court (CC) — became victimized by the new system
of government in 2023, when the all-powerful
office of the president initiated and got a new
law passed through the parliament, according to
which the decisions of CC — defined as “final” in
the Constitution — could be revised by the Court
if the president requested, or new circumstances
arose, or a decision contradicted national mores
and values.®>



2.2 INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 1/7

The court system of Kyrgyzstan has continued
to be severely dominated by the executive — and
specifically, by the presidential office and its de facto
repressive arm, the State Commission for National
Security — and issuing decisions in strict accordance
with the preferences of the government.**® The
courts’ lack of dependence is both legal — due
to constitutionally provided broad powers of the
president in appointing and removing judges at
all levels of the system — and political. Political
dependence has been a key characteristic of the
post-2021 steep hierarchy across the whole system
of government, where the president and the head

2.3 HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 2/6

The laws are in place that provide and protect
human rights in the Kyrgyz legislation. These
range from the Constitution to the many laws
and international treaties that Kyrgyzstan has
joined. Even the drastically changed Constitution
of 2021, which contains stark elements of retreat
from democratic government, provides for a wide
range of standard human rights provisions.®*
But the trend toward tightening the legal space
for political freedoms and civil rights has tended
to engulf many of the essential human rights
principles. Two legislative initiatives in 2025
threatened to worsen human rights protections.
One of them, already signed into law and awaiting
implementation, provides for the merger of the
National Center for Prevention of Torture (NCPT) —
the national mechanism tasked with implementing
the country’s obligations under the Convention
Against Torture, pursuant to the Optional Protocol
of CAT — with the Office of the Ombudsman. While
both institutions are concerned with human rights
protection, NCPT's specialized and internationally
recognized work against the use of torture in
Kyrgyzstan's penitentiary and pre-trial detention
facilities stood to be wasted in a period when
torture concerns are on the rise.?® According to
the second initiative, raised by President Japarov in
the Fall of 2025, Kyrgyzstan may end up returning

of SCNS, viewed as the ruling tandem, enjoy
universal deference.

In all of the most recent opinion polls in
Kyrgyzstan the respondents named the courts as
among the most corrupt institutions: in the 2024
IRI poll, the courts were ranked only second to the
Traffic Control agency, and 78% of respondents
considered them as very corrupt or somewhat
corrupt.®> In 2025 World Justice Project’s Rule of
Law Index Kyrgyzstan ranked 104th among 143
countries, its score declining to 0.45 in a 0 (weaker)
to 1.0 (stronger) rule of law index range.>*®

to the use of the death penalty, thereby leaving the
Optional Protocol of ICCPR on banning of capital
punishment and amending the Constitution that
currently bans its use.?'

However, the bulk of problems with human rights
in Kyrgyzstan is with enforcement of protections or,
at least, with observance of human rights by the
state.®? As the rule of law and judicial integrity
have weakened the observance of human rights
has likewise deteriorated. In most instances, failures
result from gross neglect and disregard for human
rights; however, in cases of political significance —
particularly those involving individuals persecuted
for exercising freedom of expression or political
rights—abuses are intentional.?%3In 2025, numerous
petitions and appeals by international human rights
organizations to the Kyrgyz authorities addressed
violations of the rights to a fair trial and to respect
for human dignity, particularly in cases involving
arbitrary and disproportionate legal proceedings and
the systematic use of pre-trial detention. Numerous
petition and appeal campaigns of international
human rights organizations in 2025 to Kyrgyz
authorities concerned the violated rights of people
to fair trial and to respect of their human dignity
in processes of arbitrary and disproportionate
lawsuits against them and systematic use of pre-
trial detention across the board. The 49th session
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of the Universal Periodic Review, held in April 2025,
examined Kyrgyzstan under its fourth review cycle
and highlighted the shrinking civic space.The April
2025 49th session of Universal Periodic Review

2.4 NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 1/6

In Kyrgyzstan, the court system has traditionally
shown a strong bias toward indictment; according
to some estimates, acquittal rates (“not guilty”
verdicts) in courts of first instance have been as
low as 2 percent or less in recent years. A modest
improvement has been observed more recently. In a
2023 speech, President Japarov noted a “significant
rise” in the number of acquittals, suggesting that
this change indicated a trend toward greater
judicial impartiality.*®> But neither he, nor other
sources recently provide numbers of acquittals in
Kyrgyz courts, at primary or appeals levels.

In June 2024, a Kyrgyz court acquitted 27
individuals in the “Kempirabat case.” They had
been arrested in 2022 for protesting a border
agreement with Uzbekistan that included the
transfer of the Kempirabat water reservoir, and

session considered Kyrgyzstan for the fourth cycle,
and highlighted the shrinking of civic space, gender-
based violence and torture-related problems as
areas of particular concern.>%*

many spent months in pre-trial detention. The
judge stated that there was no evidence of a crime;
however, observers believe the acquittals were
politically driven and followed a period in which the
government had already sent a clear message that
protests against major policy decisions would be
punished.3%

Several other politically motivated cases were
similarly deemed to have been decided on
political grounds. In these cases, defendants —
typically individuals who had publicly criticized the
country’s leadership — received lighter sentences
than expected, often interpreted as gestures of
“magnanimity” after having been held in detention
for a period on charges that were unfounded from
the outset, as in the case of journalist and blogger
Kanyshay Mamyrkulova.3®’

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 9,25
31EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 3/7

Kyrgyzstan became a member of WTO in 1998
as the first post-Soviet country to get there. It
got membership in one of the fastest accession
processes, taking only about three years. The
benefits of its WTO membership, however, were
a point of much debate and misgivings in the
country.368 Occasional disputes also arose, such as
with Kazakhstan — a fellow member of both WTO
and the Eurasian Economic Union (a Russian-led
group) — over the latter’s hurdles in letting goods
pass through its territory.3

But being in Central Asia, far away geographically
from Europe and within the close orbit of Russian
and Chinese geopolitical spheres of influence,
Kyrgyzstan is not a country in pursuit of EU. At
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the level of cooperation without associational
implications, Kyrgyzstan has remained as active
as before in interaction with the European Union.
Moreover, Kyrgyzstan-EU relations saw an upgrade
in mid-2024 when, after several years of slow
progress, the relationship was sealed in an Enhanced
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (EPCA), as
opposed to previous PCA level. Kyrgyzstan has also
continued to be granted the GSP+ conditions for
trade with EU markets.37°

A novel consideration hit Kyrgyzstan in 2025: after
mounting suspicions of assisting Russia in evasion
of Western sanctions, several Kyrgyzstani entities —
two state-run banks, most importantly — were put in
Western (US, UK and the EU) sanctions lists.?”"



3.2 EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 2/6

The Kyrgyz government carried out a large-scale
tax and regulation reforms in 2021-2024, and the
outcome was a modest general improvement,
especially for small and medium enterprises many
of which were eligible to notably light tax duties.?”?
However, getting to that result involved unstable
regulatory policies for a period®”? — some of which
continued in 2025 — and overcoming the resistance
of numerous sectors of business to the requirements
of fiscal transparency, such as maintaining electronic
registries of goods, sales and taxes.3*

The government reforms in economic and especially
fiscal governance coincided with, and much of the
positive effect of the latter was undermined by the
arbitrary repressive activities of the security apparatus,
primarily the State Committee for National Security
(SCNS). Acting putatively against corruption, SCNS
turned into an unchecked punitive institution, raiding
numerous enterprises for any of tax and customs duty
arrears, smuggling orimproper declaration of imported
goods, illegal acquisition of real estate, and more.3”
In 2025, a routine and nearly daily news in Kyrgyzstan
was of SCNS having confiscated, de-privatized and
nationalized some private property, mostly under

extremely obscure legal circumstances.?’®

In the 2024 Corruption Perceptions Index of
Transparency International, Kyrgyzstan ranked
146th out of 180 countries with a score of 25
out of 100, continuing a downward trend. In
2023, Kyrgyzstan scored 26/100 and ranked
141st, and in 2022 it scored 27/100 and ranked
140th. This shows a gradual decline*” in both
score and relative position over the past three
years.>’® Heritage Foundation, too, highlighted
corruption and weak rule of law as some of the
most problematic elements in Kyrgyzstan as it
ranked the country 115th out of 184 and defined
it as “mostly unfree” in 2024 Index of Economic
Freedom (IEF).?”° Accurately reflecting the trends
in Kyrgyz economic governance, the country’s
best scores in IEF in 2024 were in “Tax burden”
and “Fiscal health”, but its worst performances
were in “Judicial effectiveness”, “Property rights”
and “Government integrity”. Thus, by 2025, while
SMEs were relatively safe and doing well under the
easy and light tax duties, large companies were
regularly under duress, their owners and investors
actively in process of, or considering, relocation out
of the country.

3.3 WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 2/6

In 2024, the United Kingdom was Kyrgyzstan's
largest export destination, accounting for 33%
of its total exports — nearly all of the amount was
related to Kyrgyz gold exports, sold at the London
gold market. The UK was followed by Russia (26%),
Kazakhstan (10%) and Uzbekistan (8.9%).3%° In
terms of imports, however, no Western country
figured among the top of Kyrgyzstan's partners:
China (47%), Russia (20%) and Kazakhstan (6.6%)
were the three top origins of imports. Importantly,
Kyrgyzstan ran a major trade deficit, imports being
nearly three times more than its exports. In 2023,
the Kyrgyz gold was sold in Switzerland, and
therefore, almost exactly the same share of export
and the top placement in export destinations went
to Switzerland.®®'

While Kyrgyzstan is a beneficiary of the EU GSP+
trade facility for nearly 10 years, the ability of
Kyrgyz businesses to use those opportunities has
been slow, posting exports of only about 5 million
euros to EU markets.*®? The reasons for the limited
exports were said to be the difficulty of compliance
with EU goods standards, the cost of logistics and
the limited supply capacity of Kyrgyz companies
(especially in the agricultural sector). Overall, the
limited volume of Kyrgyz-Western trade would be
due to unfavorable price differentials (in importing
goods from the West) and the high competition,
logistical and regulatory hurdles for the Kyrgyz
producers (in exports to Western markets).
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3.4 WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY 2/6

In 2025 and in the immediately preceding period,
no major Western investment deal was sealed in
Kyrgyzstan. The only noteworthy case was that
of an American railway construction company
slated to invest in that sector in Kyrgyzstan to a
prospective amount of $3 billion.?® The project was
not practically started yet in late 2025, albeit the
bilateral commitment to it was reaffirmed during
Kyrgyz president’s visit to Washington, DC.

Overall, the flow of FDI into the Kyrgyz economy

was moderately growing, albeit at a slower pace
than the outflow of FDI from Kyrgyzstan to foreign
countries. By June 2025, the National Statistical
Committee reported inflow of FDI in the amount
of over $562 million, and outflow of FDI of over
$284 million. Within those modest amounts, the
Netherlands were the second largest net origin of FDI
in the Kyrgyz economy in 2025, with over $40 million
invested, following China (about $100 million) and
followed by Turkiye (about $30 million).>#*

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 6.5/15

41 USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 0.5/2

Kyrgyzstan continues to use Cyrillic as Kyrgyz
language alphabet and has not announced any
plans of switching to Latin in the near future. Given
the significant influence of Russia in the country’s
cultural sphere, and Moscow’s strongly negative
and outspoken reactions®® to recent legislative
measures promoting the use and proficiency of the
Kyrgyz language, it is likely that Russia would once
again exert its influence to prevent Kyrgyzstan from

switching to the Latin alphabet.

Kyrgyzstan is a member of the Organization
of Turkic States where the main actor is Turkiye.
Turkish President Erdogan reminded his Kyrgyz
counterpart that Kyrgyzstan was the only country
in the OTS not using the Latin alphabet, while
presenting to the gathered leaders a novel by the
renowned Kyrgyz writer Chingiz Aitmatov printed
in a common Turkic Latin script.3®

4.2 PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 2/6

Kyrgyz and Russian are by far the dominant
two languages spoken and used in all areas in
Kyrgyzstan. In the 2024 public opinion poll by
IRI, when asked in which language they preferred
getting political information, English did not figure
at all, going within the “Other” category, while
“Kyrgyz" got 80% and Russian — 17%.3¥ While
learning English remains a popular educational
path for the Kyrgyz youth — especially in the capital
and major cities — and communicative ability at a
very basic level of English has been spreading due
to increased tourist inflow, English proficiency has
not improved.

According to EF English Proficiency Index in 2025,
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Kyrgyzstan ranked 1071st among 123 countries
(placed among the “very low proficiency” group)
and scored 443 points — well below the world
average of 488 points.?®® That proficiency score in
2025 was also showing a decline from the previous
index when Kyrgyzstan had scored 14 points higher.
English is the widest spoken Western language in the
country and is a mandatory foreign language taught
in the overwhelming majority of schools starting in
elementary grades. In the remaining schools (those
not teaching English), German, French and Spanish
are taught as mandatory foreign language courses;
they are also offered at very few language learning
centers, but the numbers of speakers of these
languages would be miniscule.



4.3 SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION'S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 4/7

Western cultural products — movies and music —
are strongly present and continue to be either the
most popular oramong the most popular in theatres
and on TV. The offerings of the movie theatres in
Kyrgyzstan — such as the Cinematica group, which
owns most of the theatres — are about 50/50
products of the West (overwhelmingly Hollywood)
and of local (Kyrgyz) producers.?® Others, such as
Russia, Korean, Turkish or other, are rare. Kyrgyz
viewers get to watch many of the most popular
Hollywood movies with very little delay after
their release in the West and watch them mostly
in Russian translation. Genres tend to be mostly
action, drama/comedy and animated films, with
sci-fi, biopics and historical dramas featured much
less. There is relatively less prominence of Western
products on TV — the numerous TV channels tend
to specialize, and while some run mostly Western
products, many others are either very eclectic or
offer Russian, Turkish, Korean and other shows; the
soap opera/series field is represented by Chinese,
Turkish, Korean and, recently, Kazakh productions,
while popular Western series, like Games of
Thrones and House of the Dragon, have found their
followers in Kyrgyzstan, too.3%

Internet and social media use among the Kyrgyz
residents is heavily bent toward Western sites
and platforms. While percentage breakdown is
not available across different social platforms, the
impressive numbers are provided in the regularly

updated Global Digital Reports at DataReportal.**!
The Western platforms absolutely dominate the
Kyrgyz users’ preferred social media usage, these
include: Instagram, Facebook, Youtube, Threads —
and the much less popular X, BlueSky and others.
After the 2025 changes in TikTok’s ownership, it
was viewed as a Chinese platform. The platform
has been banned in Kyrgyzstan for unclear reasons.
Access to TikTok via VPN was widespread. Telegram
has been a much less popular platform compared
to Facebook, Threads and Instagram, although it is
more popular than X. WhatsApp is by far the most
common messenger application.

A somewhat different situation
TV programming and channels. While cable
subscription services carry many of the standard
Western news and entertainment channels —
for example Euronews, BBC, MTV and dozens
of others — as parts of their packages, the most
watched channels available for free are in default
packages, and tend to be local and Russian.?*2
The standard group of free TV channels and free
TV services nationwide, do not have any Western
channels, however these include central Russian
“propaganda” channels. What offsets such a
lopsided situation in TV channels offerings is that
increasingly, the population in Kyrgyzstan does
not rely on TV for their information. They get this
information more and more via internet-carried
sources.

exists in

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 5/10
51 PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION THAT HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 1.5/5

No aggregate statistic is available on the numbers
or shares of population travelling abroad. Both
outbound and inbound tourism, have been
growing industries. Kyrgyz citizens have tended to
view travel abroad, such as vacations or sightseeing

visits, as a normal and desirable element of an
interesting life. However, due to the cost and visa
requirements, Western countries are not among
the top travel destinations of people for leisure
and vacation travel. Some of the more popular
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destinations include Egypt, UAE, Turkey, Vietnam
and China. Speculatively overall, not more than 5%
of Kyrgyzstan’s population is likely to have travelled
to the Western countries.

Besides leisure purposes, people travel to the West
for education and work (seasonal foreign worker
programs). Among the Kyrgyz youth for university
studies the most popular destinations are the
United States, Great Britain and European countries

where English-based education is offered or whose
language the applicants speak or can learn — for
example, Germany, France, the Netherlands, and
Austria. Korean, Chinese, and Turkish universities
are steady recipients of Kyrgyz students, and
they are growing in popularity. In the last 3-4
years, growing numbers of Kyrgyz citizens several
thousand) have applied for and been granted
opportunities to go for seasonal agricultural work
to the UK and European countries.>*3

5.2 PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 1.5/3

Kyrgyzstan has not seen the arrival of many more
Western franchise companies since the previous
years. This is mainly due to the limited purchasing
power among the population and the likely limited
size of the market. KFC is the most widely available
and highly popular fast-food franchise working in
Kyrgyzstan for some 10 years. Papa John's pizza
stores, which are another brand operating for some
years yet less popular and with fewer locations.
The French coffee and pastry shop franchise, Paul,
was opened more recently and still operating.
Several hotel brands (Hyatt, Sheraton, Novotel and

Ramada) have opened, one of each, at various
times in the past and are operating. Talks are taking
place of more to arrive — such as the Movenpick
hotel — but as yet this has not materialized. Western
clothing brands, such as Levi’s, Mango and New
Balance, are presented in the Kyrgyz market. They
are represented by resale carriers without direct
franchise from the brand. The internet market has
grown, with numerous buyers becoming niche
businesses, which has further offset the urgency of
demand for Western original products.?*43%

5.3 MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE AND SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

Kyrgyzstan has not seen the arrival of many more
Western franchise companies since the previous
years. This is mainly due to the limited purchasing
power among the population and the likely limited
size of the market. KFC is the most widely available
and highly popular fast-food franchise working in
Kyrgyzstan for some 10 years. Papa John's pizza
stores, which are another brand operating for some
years yet less popular and with fewer locations.
The French coffee and pastry shop franchise, Paul,
was opened more recently and still operating.
Several hotel brands (Hyatt, Sheraton, Novotel and
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Ramada) have opened, one of each, at various
times in the past and are operating. Talks are taking
place of more to arrive — such as the Movenpick
hotel — but as yet this has not materialized. Western
clothing brands, such as Levi's, Mango and New
Balance, are presented in the Kyrgyz market. They
are represented by resale carriers without direct
franchise from the brand. The internet market has
grown, with numerous buyers becoming niche
businesses, which has further offset the urgency of
demand for Western original products.3%43%
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 23,25

11. DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 9/10

Latvia is generally assessed as having free,
competitive, and credible elections, with a
professional election administration and outcomes
that are accepted by stakeholders. In the 2025
Freedom House report, the electoral process
receives the highest possible score (4/4), and
political pluralism and participation also receive
top evaluations in three of the four sub-indicators.
The only area rated slightly lower, at 3/4, concerns
whether all segments of the population — including
ethnic, racial, religious, gender, LGBT+, and other
groups — enjoy full political rights and equal
electoral opportunities.®’

The Freedom House's reference concerns a
segment of the population that does not hold
Latvian citizenship and therefore lives under a
distinct legal status as “non-citizens”.3®® These
individuals possess a Latvian-issued “non-citizen
passport” but do not have voting rights, and at
the beginning of this year, there were 165,871
non-citizens registered in the country. Although
Latvia has long faced criticism for maintaining this
category, it is important to note that all non-citizens
have access to a naturalization process, which has
been open since 1 February 1995. Since the launch
of naturalization, the authorities have received
152,638 applications covering 166,219 individuals.
By decision of the Cabinet of Ministers, 150,497
people have been granted Latvian citizenship,
including 14,696 minors who were naturalized
together with their parents.3* This demonstrates
that ethnic minorities, including the Russian-
speaking population often referenced in criticism,

are not legally prevented from obtaining full
political rights. In the current geopolitical context,
such criticism does not align with Latvia’s national
security interests.

Alongside Latvia's strong record of free and fair
elections, steps have been taken to further reinforce
political integrity. Progress on lobbying regulation
continues, though key clarifications have been
delayed. New pre-election campaigning rules also
raise maximum penalties for violations, enhancing
oversight and transparency.*® At the same time,
the delay in creating a full lobbying register and
the easing of disclosure rules indicate a slowdown
in improving political transparency. These setbacks
risk creating gaps in oversight of interest-group
influence at a time when democratic resilience and
public trust are especially vital.*°!

Internally, the issue debated is also the level of
democracy in political parties themselves. According
to the Transparency International Latvia, the Latvian
political parties face persistent challenges of weak
internal democracy, with decision-making often
concentrated in narrow leadership circles. Low
and passive membership further limits meaningful
participation in candidate selection and program
development. In addition, transparency gaps and
unclearsafeguards createrisks of opaqueinfluenceand
inconsistent accountability within party structures.4%?
Such challenges persist, yet the very existence of
this public discussion signals a growing maturity of
Latvia’s democratic culture, demonstrating increasing
expectations for transparency, accountability, and
member participation.
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Latvia is generally assessed as having a high level
of media freedom, with strong constitutional and
legal safeguards and a comparatively safe operating
environment for journalists, while facing some
mediume-risk issues around market conditions, self-
regulation, and security-driven policy pressures on
pluralism. Freedom House scores the country 3/4
on media independence, noting that journalists
operate in a generally safe and uncensored
environment.“® Similarly, the Reporters Without
Borders (RSF) places Latvia 15th of 180 countries in
its 2025 World Press Freedom Index (score 81.82),
describing a “fairly free and safe environment”.
At the same time, according to Reporters Without
Borders, the main concern is related to the legal
dimension. The reference made here is related to a

court decision on banning Russian media in exile “TV
Rain”. Another challenge addressed in this specific
index concerns access to reliable Russian-language
content for Russian-speaking audiences.*** Though
experts and the indexes’ authors also acknowledge
geopolitical context and the security considerations
shaping its information space.

According to the reports, other challenges, which
persist, include market-structure risks, uneven self-
regulatory effectiveness. EU monitoring also notes
episodes with potential chilling effects, such as the
Corruption Prevention and Combating Bureau’s
requests to media outlets, underscoring that while
Latvia’s media system is fundamentally free, it faces
structural and contextual pressures that require
continuous oversight.*°°

1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 7/8

Seven political parties are currently represented in
the Latvian Parliament (Saeima). Only one of them
openly promotes anti-EU or anti-NATO narratives.
The party Stabilitatei! (For Stability) stands out in
particular, as its leader is under investigation for
deliberately inciting hatred and discord between
Latvians and Russians;*% its representatives have
repeatedly voiced negative statements about EU
integration, neighbouring countries, and other

Western allies, questioning their democratic
credentials and amplifying anti-Western narratives.
Another party that raises potential concerns
regarding its geopolitical orientation is the populist
Latvija pirmaja vieta (Latvia in the First Place) party,
due to positions expressed in public debates —
such as opposition to dismantling railway links with
Russia*®’ as well as its leaders’ possible past family
business ties to Russia.

1.3. PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 7/8

Public support for Western institutions and the
transatlantic community continues to persist in
Latvia, with clear preferences for a values-based
European Union and a strong, unified Euro-Atlantic
security framework. Surveys show consistently high
approval of EU membership: both Kantar (May
2025) and Eurobarometer (Q1 2025) report that
67% of Latvians view EU membership positively
or believe the country has benefited from it,4%®
while only 19% express negative perceptions.*®?
Expectations toward the EU are equally strong, with
76% of respondents calling for a greater EU role in
protecting citizens from global crises and security
threats, and a majority supporting deeper EU unity
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and shared resources.*'°

At the same time, confidence in NATO's readiness
to defend Latvia is more cautious: a Norstat poll
from March 2025 shows that only 10% of Latvians
“definitely” believe allies would send troops in a
crisis and 33% “tend to believe” so, while 41%
doubt such intervention.*' The Friedrich Ebert
Stiftung’s Security Radar 2025 confirms that Latvia
remains fundamentally aligned with Western
partners, yet public opinion is fragmented along
linguistic lines: 71% of the general population
view Russia as a threat, compared with just 8%
of Russian-speaking respondents, while 52% of
the latter see the United States as a threat (versus



28% overall). Despite these internal divides, 74%
of Latvians believe the country cannot defend
itself without allies, highlighting strong reliance on
NATO, and while 77% see ending the war against
Ukraine as essential for Europe's security, 67%
reject military intervention as a general solution,
favouring deterrence and collective defence.*'?
These findings and other research show that
Latvians have a strong alignment with the West,
while this perception coexists with cautious
realism and notable internal fragmentation based
on linguistic belonging. While support for the
EU and NATO remains high, a clear gap persists

between valuing Western institutions and trusting
that allies would provide direct military assistance
in a case Russia would attack. Divergent threat
perceptions between Latvian- and Russian-speaking
communities further illustrate parallel information
environments that complicate national cohesion.
At the same time, the public increasingly expects
the EU to assume a more active protective role
and recognises that Latvia’s security fundamentally
relies on collective defence, signalling both strategic
dependence and a growing view of the EU as a
geopolitical actor.

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 2225

2. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE

VENICE COMMISSION 6/6

Latvia's Constitution demonstrates a high level of
compliance — both de jure and de facto — with
the standards set by the Venice Commission. The
system de jure and practically corresponds closely to
the principles outlined in the Venice Commission’s
Rule of Law Checklist, including clarity and
accessibility of laws, limits on executive discretion,
procedural fairness, and effective access to justice.

The constitutional framework also reflects Venice
Commission’s guidance on judicial appointments,
tenure protections, disciplinary procedures, and
the institutional independence of the courts. In
the electoral sphere, Latvia fully adheres to the
Commission’s Code of Good Practice in Electoral
Matters.

2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 6/7

In terms of independence of courts, Latvia
provides a high level of independence. The
World Bank Prosperity Data360 indicators show
that Latvia maintains consistently strong judicial
independence, outperforming both regional and
global averages across key measures.#'* V-Dem’s
Judicial Independence indicator also places Latvia
in the high category.*™ World Justice Project
data confirm stable protection from improper
government influence and effective enforcement of
civil justice*’>. Although the WEF ranking of 74/141
suggests space for refinement, the overall evidence
indicates high institutional independence and low
corruption within Latvia’s judiciary.*'® The European
Commission also notes one persisting concern:

Latvia has not yet strengthened safeguards in the
Supreme Court appointment process to prevent
political influence, an issue highlighted since the
2022 case where the Latvian Parliament rejected
a judicial candidate without justification or the
possibility of judicial review. According to the data
presented in the report, perceptions of judicial
independence in Latvia remain at a medium level
among both the public and businesses. In 2025,
42% of the population and 41% of companies
considered the independence of courts and
judges “fairly high or very high.” However, this is
significantly lower than in 2021, when 56% of the
public and 53% of businesses shared this view.4"”
According to the Transparency International
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Latvia, Delna, and the European Commission
highlight a broad set of unresolved issues in Latvia’s
anti-corruption and political integrity framework,
noting that Latvia's Corruption Perceptions Index
score has stagnated between 57 and 60 over the
past five years — 59 in 2024 — indicating persistent

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 6/7

De jure Latvia has a comprehensive human-rights
legal architecture that aligns with international
and European standards. Latvia has established
a broadly compliant legal framework for human
rights, covering equality and non-discrimination,
protection from torture and ill-treatment, rights of
asylum-seekers and refugees, anti-discrimination
and minority-rights protections, and domestic-/
gender-based violence. The institution of the
national human rights defender (the Ombudsman),
under the relevant Ombudsman Law, provides
a statutory mechanism for promoting human
rights awareness, monitoring state compliance,
investigating rights violations (including in closed
institutions such as prisons or detention centres),
and filing recommendations or complaints.*!

As for the situation de facto, several recent
reports and reviews reveal certain challenges in
the implementation and enforcement of those
legal protections. For example, according to the
Freedom House, Latvia meets highest standards
in providing political rights in terms of electoral
process (except criticism towards Latvia’s approach
to non-citizen status, civil liberties (except media
rights- and academic freedom, where the score
for performance is 3 out of 4), association and
organizational rights, personal autonomy and
individual rights (except equality of opportunity
and freedom from economic exploitation, where
the score for performance is 3 out of 4)*°.

An emerging challenge is related to the human
rights protection in the internet environment.
According to the most recent report released on
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public-sector corruption. A key weakness, shared by
both the Commission and Delna, is the continued
delay in implementing the Transparency of Interest
Representation Law, which signals insufficient
political will to ensure openness regarding whose
interests influence decision-making.'®

March 2025 by European Commission against
Racism and Intolerance, between January 2021
and November 2023 the Latvian Centre for Human
Rights (LCHR) identified 2,414 instances of hate
speech on Latvian internet platforms. Of those,
50% targeted LGBT individuals, 20% targeted
people based on ethnic or national origin, 18%
were xenophobic, 6% concerned skin colour, and
2% religion.*!

The 2025 legal-literacy study shows that
although 55% of Latvia’s residents believe they
are well informed about their rights, significant
gaps persist across core human-rights—related
areas. Public awareness of state legal provides
space for improvements with 64% reporting they
do not know when they are entitled to free legal
assistance, and 52% find it difficult to understand
state-provided legal information. Knowledge is
particularly low in debt collection (52% poor),
data-protection violations (53% poor), and how
to initiate legal or court procedures (52% poor).
Latvia's overall legal-literacy index averages 9.97/16,
indicating only moderate rights awareness.*?? This
highlights a need for clearer communication and
stronger human-rights education.

Concerns in Latvia have also been raised by the
parliamentary debates and vote in autumn 2025 on
withdrawing from the Istanbul Convention, as well
as by pressure exerted by certain political parties on
the non-governmental sector and the media. While
these developments have not yet resulted in any de
facto changes, they warrant continued monitoring
due to their potential future impact.



2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 4/6

Based on the Latvian Prosecutor General’s 2024
report, the Prosecution service submitted cases
to court against 6,714 defendants, including 240
minors. They will be called to account for a total of
12,611 criminal offences. In comparison, in 2023
a total of 5,052 cases were submitted to court
involving 9,945 criminal offences, and the year
before those 5,072 cases involving 8,689 offences.
In 2024, 31,044 criminal proceedings were
initiated in the country, which is also the number of
proceedings placed under prosecutors’ supervision.
Last year, prosecutors took over 4,057 criminal
proceedings involving offences of particular public
concern.

In 2024 courts delivered acquittal judgments
in 36 criminal cases, and in another 2 cases the
criminal proceedings were terminated because

the prosecutor withdrew the charge (in one case
after new circumstances emerged during trial
and in another after clarification of circumstances
during trial), i.e., 38 case outcomes ended without
conviction. These acquittal-type outcomes were
issued mostly in first-instance courts (25 cases), with
6 cases decided in the appellate instance, while 7
cases resulted in acquittal only after the Supreme
Court (Senate) decision and a rehearing in the
appellate instance. For the 36 acquittal-judgment
cases, the report attributes 34 to prosecutors
and courts reaching different assessments of
the evidence and 2 to deficiencies in the pre-trial
process. The same section’s time series indicates 38
“opinions on reasons for acquittal outcomes” in
2024, compared with 24 in 2023 and 41 in 2022.4%

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 23,25
31.EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 7/7

Latvia's economic Westernization in 2025 s
much affiliated with its integration into the EU
and the WTO, and which together determines to
a certain extent the country’s regulatory, trade,
and market orientations. WTO membership
helps to embed Latvia into the global rules-based
trading system, guaranteeing predictability for
exporters and market access to non-EU partners.
Through EU membership, Latvia operates within
the EU Single Market. It means that Latvia's
market is fully aligned with Western regulatory
standards governing competition policy, state aid,

financial supervision, consumer protection, digital
services, environmental regulation, transport, and
labour mobility.** Membership in the Eurozone
strengthens monetary stability and investor
confidence, while EU structural and recovery funds
remain key drivers of Latvia’s green and digital
transformation. Latvia’s engagement in emerging
EU strategic programmes — such as the European
Defence Industry Programme, the European
Defence Fund, and digital innovation under EU
framework- further embeds Latvia into Western
economic and security value chains.

3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 4/6

Latvia demonstrates a generally favourable and
transparent business environment. It is considered
one of the more open and investment-friendly
economies in Central and Eastern Europe, but
persistent structural challenges — particularly in the
judiciary, public procurement, and administrative

capacity — continue to affect investor confidence.
According to the Economic Freedom Index, Latvia
is ranked by 72 index points, which is higher than
average globally.#?>

Ease of doing business is strongly supported by
Latvia’s highly digitalized public administration,
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where services such as company registration,
tax declarations, licensing, and e-signatures are
conducted almost entirely online. According to
the European Commission’s Digital Economy and
Society Index (DESI) 2024, Latvia ranks above the
EU average in digital public services with 87,22
points out of 100, especially in e-government
interoperability and cross-border services.*2®
Transparency indicators have improved, but still,
there is a space for further improvement. Latvia’s
regulatory processes are highly aligned with Western
transparency standards, including mandatory public
consultations, open data requirements, and impact
assessments. However, there are certain concerns
related to procurement oversight nationally and
uneven implementation of anti-corruption policies
at the municipal level. To address these issues,
several steps on both governmental and non-
governmental levels are being taken. For example,
in September 2025 Latvia joined six national
competition authorities to launch together with
the OECD and the European Commission a joint
project to strengthen public procurement oversight
and improve the detection and prevention of
cartel behaviour. This will empower to enhance
transparency and cooperation across countries and
will improve the ability to identify risks early and

safeguard fair competition.*?’

On corruption perception and business integrity,
Latvia performs moderately well
stagnation rather than improvement. According
to  Transparency International’s  Corruption
Perceptions Index 2024, Latvia scores 59/100 with
20% of people who thought corruption increased
in the previous 12 months and 9% of public service
users paid a bribe in the previous 12 months.*®

In terms of investment climate, the European
Commission’s Country Report Latvia 2024 stresses
that the business environment benefits from well

but faces

integration in single market, stable macroeconomic
policy, Eurozone membership, and predictable
regulatory conditions, but remains challenged
by both labour and skills shortages, difficult
business environment with cumbersome business
regulations, slow licensing in construction, and
court delays in commercial cases.*?*

This data signals that although Latvia’s business
environment in 2025
largely transparent market economy supported
by strong digital governance and alignment with
EU regulatory standards, yet its competitiveness
remains constrained and several challenges need to
be addressed.

reflects a mature and

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 6/6

Five main import and export partners are EU
countries and over 2/3 of exports go to EU markets,
according to the Latvian Central Statistics Bureau,
2025,4° demonstrating that a strong majority of
Latvia's foreign-trade flows remain tied to Western
markets. This high share of exports to the EU reflects

both Latvia’s economic integration into the EU Single
Market and the orientation of its export industries
(timber/wood products, machinery and equipment,
mineral fuels, etc.) towards the Western and
Northern Europe. It is determined also by Russia’s
aggression and the geopolitical shifts in general.

3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’'S ECONOMY 6/6

Western investment plays a structurally significant
role in Latvia's economy, with the total stock of
foreign direct investment reaching 26.3 billion
euros by the end of 2024, confirming the deep
embedment of Western capital in key sectors. For
example, Latvian Investment and Development
Agency’s data shows that in the first half of 2025,
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the agency attracted 156 million euros in new
foreign investment, generating 545 new jobs,
reflecting continued interest from European and
other advanced-economy investors.*' These inflows
are concentrated in professional and technical
services, finance, real estate, manufacturing, and
trade, indicating a diversified portfolio rather than



dependence on a single sector.

The banking system is highly integrated into
investment and financial markets in general.
According to OECD, “Scandinavian banks have
been important players in Latvia and other Baltic
countries since the 1990s” .32 Thus, the dominance

of Scandinavian banks affects investment patterns
and macro-financial dynamics, including providing
loans and demonstrates deep integration of the
Latvian financial system into Northern European
space.

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 15/15
4. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 2/2

Latvia uses the Latin alphabet. The Latvian
alphabet consists of 33 letters and includes several

diacritic marks (&, &, 1, G, ¢, g, k, |, n, §, ) that
represent specific Latvian phonemes.

4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 6/6

According to Eurostat, Latvia stands among the
strongest performers in Europe in terms of foreign-
language proficiency within the working-age
population. In 2022, 95% of adults aged 25-64
reported speaking at least one foreign language,
placing Latvia firmly among the EU’s top performers.
Only 5% of the population reported knowing no
foreign language; 26.4% reported knowledge of
one language; 52.6% reported two languages;
and 16% reported three or more.*** These figures
significantly exceed EU averages.

Older generations tend to speak Russian, while
younger generations predominantly acquire English.
For English, which is the most widely learned foreign
language, 46% of speakers rate their knowledge
at the highest proficiency level; 40% understand
simple texts and can express themselves with
basic vocabulary; 12% can use familiar everyday
expressions; and 3% report knowing only a few

words or phrases. German, typically the second
most common foreign language, shows a more
moderate but still substantial proficiency pattern:
25% assess their knowledge at the highest level;
34% understand simple texts and can communicate
in basic terms; 22% use common conversational
expressions; and 19% know only a limited number
of words or phrases**.

Latvia’s formal education system mandates the
teaching of foreign languages in both basic and
secondary school curricula. According to national
standards, general secondary education programs
require students to study the first foreign language
and the second foreign language alongside the
national language and other core subjects. The
first foreign language is English, as for the second
language the most chosen is German, which is
followed by French and Spanish.

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION'S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 7/7

In 2024, Latvian cinemas screened 402 films
from across the world, with U.S.-produced films
remaining the dominant segment, attracting
1,391,340 viewers and continuing to lead overall

audience demand. However, the year also marked
a notable shift in market composition: the share of
American productions decreased from 77.33% in
2023 to 66.43% in 2024, largely due to the rising
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popularity of Latvian films. In contrast, the market
shares of European films (10.95%) and films from
other countries (3.08%) remained relatively stable,
fluctuating by less than one percentage point
compared to the previous year.4*

Latvia’s TV consumption data from Autumn 2024
shows a shift toward digital viewing, with interactive
internet TV now used by 51% of households, while
traditional platforms continue to decline: paid
terrestrial TV has fallen to 20% and cable TV to
17%. The most-watched channels are TV3 (50%),
which is owned by US Investment company, and
two public broadcasters — LTV1 (46%), and LTV7
(39%)-, yet public broadcaster viewership continues
to shrink in line with global trends, even though
55% of residents still watch LTV1 or LTV7 at least
occasionally. Viewing habits remain strongly driven
by news (85%) and entertainment (74%), with
older, Latvian-speaking, and lower-income groups

watching TV more frequently, while younger
audiences increasingly rely on digital platforms,*
reinforcing broader shifts in Latvia’s Western-
oriented media consumption.

A total of 77 % surveyed Latvian residents use
WhatsApp, 65% use Facebook, 64 % use YouTube,
35 % use Instagram. Non-Western platforms such
as TikTok (30 % residents consume TikTok content)
and Telegram (18 %) are also widely used, but
do not reach levels of the Western platforms.*3”
Western internet sites are not that widely used and
still the most popular ones are local. The first 20
most used internet sites are not Western ones.**®
Despite this, an analysis of internet portals shows
that content is shaped by the agendas of mainly
Western news agencies in the news sections, as
well as by the alignment of cultural, sports, and
other entertainment content with Western lifestyle
norms.

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 10/10

5]. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 5/5

While official statistics do not quantify what share of
the population has ever visited Western countries since
Latvia is part of the Western hemisphere, as for now
the country is experiencing rising outward mobility.
In 2024 residents made a total of 2.3 million trips
abroad (one-day or longer). Common international
destinations include neighbouring EU states and major
Western countries, such as Italy, Germany, Spain and

others. Latvia’s full integration into the Schengen
Area — and the resulting high levels of mobility to
Western Europe - clearly signal its deep embedding
within the Western geopolitical and socio-economic
space. But the mobility patterns for travel and living
within Euro space suggests broad-based access and
familiarity with Western societies, supporting cultural
exchange and language acquisition.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 3/3

Latvia’'s inclusion in the European Single Market
and its stable business regulations continue to
attract a wide presence of Western franchise
companies across retail, hospitality, and services.
As of 2025, global chains such as McDonald's,
KFC, Burger King, Subway, Domino's Pizza, and
Hesburger operate multiple outlets in Latvia,
embedded in both major cities and regional
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centres. This reflects not only consumer demand
for Western-style products but also confidence
on the part of multinational franchises in Latvia's
legal and economic environment. It also serves as
a practical indicator that Latvia functions as part
of the Western economic space, benefiting from
market efficiencies, cross-border supply chains, and
consumer alignment with Western standards.



5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

According to the European Commission, Latvia
continues to advance its digital infrastructure at a
rapid pace. Over the past year, national 5G coverage
expanded by 33%, reaching 71.1%, underscoring
the speed of deployment of the next-generation
connectivity. Progress is equally visible in fixed
broadband development: the number of 1 Gb/s
subscriptions is growing faster than the EU average,
reflecting strong consumer uptake and improving
network capacity. At the same time, Latvia is
investing to meet EU benchmarks for very-high-
capacity fixed networks and fiber-to-the-premises
availability, reinforcing long-term competitiveness
and nationwide digital inclusion.**

According to the annual survey on use of
information and communication technologies in
households carried out by the Central Statistical
Bureau (CSB), an increasing number of residents

use electronic identification (88.9%) and artificial
intelligence (35.1%), and one in five (20.1%)
evaluates and verifiesinformation available online.#4
In Latvia, more people are choosing to pay by
mobile phone, making this payment method more
popular than the European average. According to a
study by the European Central Bank (ECB), 8% of
all payments at point-of-sale checkouts in Latvia are
made using a mobile phone, while the average in
the eurozone is only 6%.4

This data demonstrates a society steadily
transitioning toward a mature digital ecosystem. At
the same time, the increasing use of mobile-based
payments and higher-than-EU-average uptake of
digital services highlight strong public readiness to
integrate technology into everyday life, reinforcing
Latvia’s digital competitiveness, which in certain
positions is higher than “old” Western countries.
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 22,25
11 DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 8/10

Lithuania remains a high-performing electoral
democracy. Freedom House's Freedom in the World
2025 report rates the country 89/100 ("“Free”),*?
with strong scores for political rights and civil
liberties. Elections are competitive, the media
landscape pluralistic, and civil society vibrant. There
is no evidence of systemic restrictions on opposition
parties, independent journalism or peaceful protest;
formal guarantees broadly match those of established
Western democracies. However, 2025 revealed some
fissures in political trust and coalition stability. The
government crisis around Prime Minister Gintautas
Paluckas*® and the subsequent formation of a broad,
ideologically heterogeneous coalition**  exposed
problems of party governance and discipline. Public
opinion data collected by Baltijos tyrimai for ELTA
across the year show a striking and consistent pattern.
Throughout 2025, public trust in Lithuania’s main
political institutions remained low and unstable, with
modest fluctuations rather than any clear recovery.
At the start of the year (late January—early February),
42% of respondents trusted the government while
50% distrusted it, and only 29% trusted the Seimas
compared with 63% who did not.*** In spring (April
and then late May—early June), government trust
stayed at about 42%, but negative evaluations grew:
by early summer, a majority of people already rated
the work of the courts (49%), the government (55%)
and the Seimas (64 %) negatively.*¢ Over the summer
and into early autumn (late August—early September),
trust slipped further to 38% for the government
and 29% for the Seimas, and in October it reached
its lowest point of the year,*’ with just 33% trusting
the government and 27% trusting the Seimas, while
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roughly two-thirds expressed distrust. In the last wave
(late November—early December),*® trust recovered
slightly to 38% for the government and 30% for the
Seimas, but distrust still stood above 60%, confirming
that confidence in the country’s political leadership
remained structurally weak.

Throughout these waves, the ranking of institutions
is remarkably stable: police, armed forces, Church,
presidency, and municipalities consistently enjoy
majority trust (often between 57-76%),%° courts
and media divide opinion, while the government
and parliament sit at the bottom of the table. These
data suggest that citizens are highly critical of the
performance of elected elites and coalition politics, but
remain broadly confident in core state institutions and
constitutional order. Combined with the strong pro-EU
and pro-NATO attitudes captured by Eurobarometer
and national security polling, this justifies a high,
though not maximal, score of 8/10 for political freedom
and system legitimacy.

Worthy of special mention is the late-2025 scandal
in Lithuania, when ruling coalition partners registered
amendments to change how the leadership of the
public broadcaster LRT is appointed or dismissed —
moves widely seen as an attack on media freedom.
The proposals triggered a broad civic backlash,
including mass protests and a record-setting petition,
mobilising society in defence of the broadcaster’s
independence.*° 4" Under sustained public pressure
(and mounting criticism), the planned changes
were ultimately paused/suspended. This episode
demonstrated society’s resilience and determination to
defend democratic values.



1.2 PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN PARLIAMENT 7.5/8

Across the party spectrum, strategic consensus
on Lithuania’s Euro-Atlantic orientation remains
exceptionally strong. All major parliamentary
parties — social democrats, conservatives, liberals
and agrarians — support NATO and EU membership,
sanctions on Russia and Belarus, and sustained
assistance to Ukraine.

In January 2025, the Seimas adopted a resolution
on the continuity of Lithuania’s foreign and security
policy, which condemns Russia’s war against
Ukraine and explicitly reiterates the commitment
to allocate at least 0.25% of GDP annually to
Ukraine’s defence and security sector on a long-
term basis. Shortly afterwards, the State Defence
Council (VGT) agreed that Lithuania would spend
between 5% and 6% of GDP on defence each year
from 2026 to 2030452, with a later-specified target
of 5.25% of GDP in the 2026 budget proposal,*>
with the draft budget planning around €4.8 billion,
or 5.38% of GDP, for the Ministry of National
Defence.*** This trajectory — far above NATO's 2%
benchmark and supported by a narrow majority
of the public (51% in favour and 39% against a
5.38%-0f-GDP defence budget in a November
2025 Vilmorus poll***) — would make Lithuania one
of the Alliance’s most defence-intensive economies.

The inclusion of the radical national-populist
Nemuno Ausra (PPNA) in the governing coalition

injected illiberal rhetoric into debates on culture
and migration and brought an explicitly anti-system
actor into government, complicating coalition
managementandstrainingrelationswithmainstream
pro-Western parties.**® Ongoing investigations
into the party’s alleged illegal campaign financing,
links to business actors tied to Russian capital and
accusations of intimidation of critics have further
damaged its legitimacy and raised concerns about
adherence to rule-of-law norms.*’ In response,
the civic movement KultGros Asambléja has
emerged as a prominent actor mobilising protests
and public campaigns against what it frames as
democratic backsliding and the attempted capture
of cultural policy, helping to reframe culture as a
frontline of democratic defence.458 Nevertheless,
parliamentary arithmetic, public opinion, civil-
society mobilisation and presidential influence have
so far combined to contain attempts to deviate
from the Euro-Atlantic consensus, and foreign and
security policy fundamentals — support for NATO,
EU integration, sanctions and aid to Ukraine —
have remained stable, suggesting that Lithuania’s
Western alignment is socially and institutionally
anchored despite the presence of a disruptive
coalition partner. This broad elite alignment with
Western strategic priorities warrants a score of
7.5/8.

1.3 PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 6.5/7

Survey data show a robust and nuanced pro-
Western orientation. On the one hand, as noted
above, citizens are dissatisfied with the performance
of national political institutions. On the other hand,
they express strong support for Western alliances
and values:

e A defence opinion poll commissioned by the
Ministry of National Defence and published in
February 2025 reports that 90% of Lithuanians
evaluate NATO membership positively, 89%
support the presence of Allied troops in Lithuania,
85% back the deployment of a German brigade,
and 71% support military assistance to Ukraine.**

e Eurobarometer 103 finds that 63% of Lithuanians
trust the EU, significantly above the EU average
of 52%, and that 70% are optimistic about the
future of the Union — among the highest levels
in the bloc.460

® 92% of respondents agree that people in
Lithuania have “a lot of things in common”,
and 74% say the same about people in the EU,
indicating a strong sense of shared European
identity and cohesion.#¢
These attitudes with  widespread
pessimism about domestic politics and the
economy. But they clearly demonstrate that

co-exist
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discontent is directed at national elites and policy
outcomes rather than at the Western democratic
model or geopolitical alignment. The population

remains structurally pro-Western and security-
focused, especially in relation to the Russian threat,
justifying a high score of 6.5/7.

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 22,25
2.1. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE

VENICE COMMISSION 5/6

In 2025, the Venice Commission did not issue any
country-specific requirements or criticism regarding
Lithuania’s human rights legislation, suggesting
that the overall framework broadly meets
European standards. Lithuania’s Constitution,
extensive ratification of human rights treaties, and
functioning national institutions justify a high score
for its legislative framework and enforcement.
The Ministry of Justice is implementing measures
to enhance the quality of legislation and make
legislative practice more consistent. The mandate
of the Parliamentary Ombudspersons was extended

in November 2024 to include the role of ‘National
rapporteur on trafficking in human beings’, and
resources have been further reinforced. The Judicial
Council has formally presented a proposal to amend
the Constitution to secure its right of constitutional
appeal concerning

legislation impacting the

judiciary. However, concerns remain among

stakeholders regarding the effective participation
of «civil society in decision-making processes,
particularly at the local level, which highlights a

need to systematize consultative practices.*¢?

2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 6.5/7

The 2025 EU Rule of Law Report*? notes that
perceived judicial independence is high, judicial
appointments function without major delays and
the justice system is efficient and highly digitalised,
even though concerns remain about resources,
legal aid and lawyer—client confidentiality. The
courts’ own 2024 activity report*®* underlines that
only around 1.4% of all rulings were modified or
overturned and that the share of electronically
processed civil and administrative cases has reached
roughly 92%, indicating both robust decision
quality and advanced digitalisation, rather than
politicisation.

The level of perceived judicial independence
in Lithuania is high among the general public

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 4.5/6

The overall human rights situation in Lithuania
remains good and stable. Nevertheless, a few areas
remain not fully resolved. Remaining shortcomings
include the continued stalemate over the Istanbul
Convention,*® gaps in policy implementation
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and average among companies. Overall, 60%
of the general population perceives the level of
independence of courts and judges to be ‘fairly
or very good’ in 2025, a figure that has increased
since 2024 (56%) and 2021 (55%). However, the
perceived independence among companies has
slightly decreased since 2024 (from 62% to 58% in
2025). Procedures for judicial appointments across
all instances are taking place in good time, with
further steps taken to improve the transparency of
the process. The judicial map reform was completed
in January 2025 and is expected to balance the
workload among courts. The justice system is highly
digitalised, contributing further to its efficient
performance.46®

on gender-based violence, and ongoing debates
over LGBT+ rights.*’ At the same time, the legacy
of restrictive measures towards asylum seekers
and irregular migrants,*® as well as incomplete
implementation of ECtHR judgments on LGBTI rights



and legal gender recognition,*®® show persistent
gaps between law and practice. These outstanding
reforms, rather than structural defects in the legal

2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 6/6

There are no credible indications in 2025 of
systematic political interference in criminal justice
or the use of courts to persecute opposition figures,
journalists or activists. The effective investigation
and prosecution of corruption offences continues.
The courts” own 2024 activity report notes that
the average acquittal rate for all offences is

system, are what currently prevent Lithuania from
reaching a “perfect” score.

around 1.5%. However, the report highlights
that the acquittal rate in corruption cases remains
substantially higher than for other offences (around
one fifth of defendants acquitted, compared to
the 1.5% average), which points to challenges
of prosecutorial effectiveness rather than political
manipulation.4”®

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 24.5/25

31EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 7/7

Lithuania is a full member of both the European
Union and the World Trade Organization, with no
opt-outs from core EU economic policies. Euro area
membership, participation in the internal market

and adherence to common competition, state-aid
and trade rules firmly anchor Lithuania in Western
economic and regulatory frameworks. This deep
integration merits the maximum score of 7/7.

3.2 EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 5.5/6

Lithuania’s economic freedom score in the 2025
Heritage Indexis 74.6, which places the country 16th
worldwide and 10th out of 44 in the Europe region,
well above both the global and regional averages.*”
This “mostly free” rating reflects a liberal economic
environment supported by relatively strong rule of
law, an open investment regime and high degrees
of business and trade freedom. The 1.7-point
improvement compared to the previous year also
indicates that Lithuania is not only maintaining
but gradually expanding its level of economic
freedom within the broader Western economic
space. Transparency International’s Corruption

Perceptions Index likewise places Lithuania among
relatively low-corruption countries, although still
some distance from the best-performing Nordic
and Western European states.*’? International risk
and insurance assessments*? describe the overall
business environment as very strong, but persistent
vulnerabilities in areas such as public procurement
and parts of the public sector mean that regulatory
and transparency standards are not yet “world-
leading”. Taken together, these indicators support
rating Lithuania’s ease and transparency of doing
business in the “high” category, while stopping
short of a perfect score.

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 6/6

Foreign trade data confirm a nearly complete
decoupling from the Eastern economic sphere and
a clear Western orientation of Lithuania’s trade.*’*
In January-September 2025, exports to the EU-
27 reached about €19.0 billion, accounting for
69% of total exports, while the euro area alone

absorbed 48.2% of exports. When the United
States, the United Kingdom, Norway and other
OECD partners are added, Western markets take
an estimated around 85% of Lithuania’s exports.
Exports to Belarus represented only 1.7% of total
exports and fell by 44.7% year-on-year; exports to
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Russia remain negligible due to sanctions and self-
imposed restrictions.

Imports show a similar pattern: 67.6% of all
imports come from EU-27 partners (with 45%
from the euro area), and Lithuania’s main trading
partners on both the export and import side are
almost entirely EU and transatlantic economies —

Latvia, Poland, Germany, the Netherlands, Estonia,
the United States, Sweden and the United Kingdom.
Trade with Eastern neighbours and non-Western
suppliers, such as Belarus on the export side or China
(5.3% of imports), constitutes only a small fraction of
Lithuania’s overall trade, underscoring the structural
Westernization of its foreign trade flows.

3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY 6/6

lIn 2025, Lithuania made a qualitative leap
in strategic Western economic integration by
becoming a key node in Europe's defence
rearmament. A joint venture with Germany's
Rheinmetall launched construction of a major
155mm artillery ammunition plant in Baisogala,
with planned investment exceeding €180 million
and capacity to produce tens of thousands of
shells annually from 2026.4> In November 2025,
Lithuania and Rheinmetall signed a memorandum
of understanding for a propellant production facility
and Centre of Excellence, which will manufacture
energetic components and combustible cartridge
cases, further locking Lithuania into the European
Defence Industrial Base.*’®

These projects are financed via Western capital
markets and European financial
Lithuania routinely issues Eurobonds for budget
and defence financing, and partners such as the
Nordic Investment Bank provide long-term credit for

institutions.

infrastructure and defence-related investments.*”
Western FDI is concentrated in manufacturing,
shared services and IT; 2025 developments show
the defence industry emerging as a new strategic
sector. In Q2 2025, Lithuania’s inward FDI stock is
overwhelmingly dominated by Western investors:
the top twenty origin countries are all EU, EEA
or transatlantic partners such as Germany, the
Netherlands, Estonia, Sweden, Latvia, the United
Kingdom and the United States. The five largest
investors are Germany (€5.6 billion, 13.8% of total
FDI), the Netherlands (€5.5 billion, 13.6%), Estonia
(€3.9 billion, 9.6%), Sweden (€3.6 billion, 8.8%)
and Latvia (€2.8 billion, 6.8%), which together
account for just over half of all FDI in Lithuania
(around 52.5%).4’8 Taken together, these Western
investors account for well over 90% of the total
FDI stock in the country. By contrast, Russia’s share
is only about 0.7% and Belarus's about 0.6%,
so their combined contribution of roughly 1% is
economically marginal and politically negligible.

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 12.5/15
4.1. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 2/2

Lithuania’s linguistic and cultural sphere is firmly
Western-oriented. The Lithuanian language itself
uses a modified Latin alphabet, which places it

within the broader family of Western and Central
European languages and facilitates the learning
and use of other Latin-script languages.

4.2. PROFICIENCY IN THE MOST COMMON LANGUAGES OF THE WEST
(ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 4/6

According to the EF English Proficiency Index
2025, Lithuania scores 543 points (moderate
proficiency), ranking 33rd worldwide and clearly
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above the global average of 488.4° According
to the Lithuanian country results of Special
Eurobarometer 540 “Europeans and their



languages”,* 44% of Lithuanians say they can
speak English well enough to hold a conversation,
12% say the same for German and 3% for French,
while 62% report conversational Russian and 11%
Polish. A narrower national survey on language
skills in 2025%" provides a more detailed picture:
26% of respondents state that they speak, read
and write English fluently and a further 14%
can communicate in English though reading and
writing are difficult, meaning that about 40% have
at least conversational English and only 36% report
no knowledge of the language. For German, 3%
are fully fluent and 6% can communicate, with
another 7% able to read and 13% understanding
spoken German; for Polish, 5% are fluent and 10%
can communicate in the language. Russian remains
the historically dominant foreign language (34%
fluent, 28% able to communicate, 9% able to read
and 14% understanding spoken Russian), but its
lead over English is narrowing, especially among
younger cohorts.

English remains the dominant first foreign
language in schools and universities, while

education policy and practice increasingly prioritize
German, French and other EU languages over
Russian.* Government policy actively promotes
Western foreign languages. English is taught as
the first foreign language in almost all schools and
was studied by around 85% of upper secondary
students in 2022. A 2024 decree allows Spanish
to be offered as a first foreign language from
2026 alongside English, German and French, and
Lithuania and Spain have launched programmes
to train additional Spanish teachers and expand
learning opportunities.

Since Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine in
2022, the share of pupils studying Russian as a
second foreign language has fallen sharply: in
Vilnius city schools the number dropped from
14,834 to 7,062 in two school years, and more than
100 schools nationwide no longer offer Russian at
all.*®83 At the same time, demand for German has
reached record levels in both schools and the labor
market, as Germany has become Lithuania’s largest
foreign investor and businesses increasingly seek
employees with strong German-language skills.%%

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION'S MOVIE THEATRES
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 6.5/7

Western audiovisual products clearly dominate
Lithuania’s media landscape. In cinema, U.S. films
account for roughly two-thirds of all admissions,
with non-domestic European films adding about 12
per cent and Lithuanian productions just over 20 per
cent, leaving only a marginal share for films from
non-Western countries.*®>Since 2022 the Seimas has
repeatedly prolonged a ban on the retransmission
of Russian and Belarusian TV and radio channels,
so the most-watched television channels are either
Lithuanian public and commercial broadcasters or
pan-Baltic and European networks, while Russian
channels survive only on the margins via satellite or
illicit online viewing.

A 2025 study*®® shows that Lithuanians now
consume an average of 4.5 different video channels
or platforms, 1.3 of which are paid. More than 80

per cent of respondents report watching traditional
Lithuanian TV channels and 78 per cent watch
YouTube; smaller but still significant shares have
watched Go3 (36 per cent), Netflix (27 per cent),
TikTok (26 per cent) and news portals’ video
content (21 per cent) over the previous 12 months.
Almost every household subscribes to at least one
paid video service, with Go3 and Netflix together
reaching about 1 million viewers.*®” These figures
confirm that domestic viewing is increasingly
embedded in a Western-dominated streaming
ecosystem rather than in any post-Soviet or Russian
one.

Daily use of Western social media platforms
further underlines this Western orientation. Around
three-quarters of the population use Facebook at
least once a day, with substantial and rising daily
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audiences for YouTube, Instagram and TikTok,
while no Russian platforms appear among the
leading networks.*® Combined with the absence
of government blocking of Western platforms, this

pattern justifies assigning Lithuania a high score on
the index measuring the share of Western TV, film,
internet sites and social media.

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 10/10

5]. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 5/5

Recent data from the State Data Agency show
that Lithuanians made 2.27 million trips abroad
in 2024, about 100,000 more than in 2023 and
equivalent to roughly 0.8 foreign trips per resident;
the main destinations were Turkey, Latvia, Poland,
the United Kingdom, Germany and Norway, all in
the EU/NATO or wider Western space.*® Statistics

on tour-operator trips confirm that most overnight
package holidays go to Mediterranean EU or NATO
partners such as Turkey, Greece and Egypt.**° Taken
together, these figures indicate a high proportion
of the population travelling to Western countries

for vacation, business and education.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 3/3

Across all three sub-dimensions of this indicator
— fast food, supermarkets and clothing — Lithuania
clearly falls into the "high” category: Western
(mainly EU and U.S.) franchise companies are deeply
embedded in everyday consumption and shape the
look and feel of Lithuanian urban life.

In quick-service restaurants, Lithuania hosts a
dense network of Western brands. The Finnish chain
Hesburger operates around 64 outlets in Lithuania,
giving the country the second-largest number of
Hesburger restaurants after Finland and cementing
the chain’s status as the leading hamburger brand
in the Baltic region.*" U.S. giants — McDonald’s,
KFC, Subway and Domino’s Pizza — are present
in major cities and shopping centres and together
dominate the international fast-food segment.
Overall, the pattern is one of strong Westernization
of eating-out habits, with a slightly greater weight
of European than American brands.

In food retail, Western European supermarket
groups hold a dominant position alongside the
Lithuanian-founded market leader Maxima. Kl
(owned by Germany's REWE Group) runs more
than 230 supermarkets and is the second-largest
chain in the country by store count. Lidl, part of
Germany's Schwarz Gruppe, has over 70 stores
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and has very quickly climbed into the top tier by
revenue, reflecting the rapid spread of the German
discount model. Rimi — until recently owned by
Sweden’s ICA Gruppen and now being sold to
Denmark’s Salling Group — operates around 90
supermarkets in Lithuania, while Norwegian-
owned Narvesen adds a dense layer of Western
convenience kiosks. Taken together, this means
that a large share of Lithuanian grocery spending
flows through EU-based retail groups, underlining
a high level of structural economic Westernization
in everyday shopping.

The clothing and broader lifestyle segment is
even more clearly Western-dominated. All major
Lithuanian malls are anchored by Inditex brands
such as Zara, Bershka, Pull&Bear, Stradivarius and
Massimo Dutti, as well as by H&M. Scandinavian
fashion brand Lindex is well represented, while Polish
discounter Pepco has built a nationwide network
of low-cost clothing and household-goods stores,
playing a similar role to Primark in Western Europe.
In footwear and sportswear, customers have easy
access to the full range of global U.S. and EU brands
— Nike, Adidas, Puma and others — via chains such as
Deichmann and Sports Direct, both of which operate
multiple outlets in Lithuanian cities.



5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

According to the Communications Regulatory
Authority (RRT), by late 2024 5G networks already
covered around 99.7% of households and over
94% of the country’s territory — among the best
results in the EU. In Q2 2025, 73.2% of mobile
internet users relied on LTE (4G) and 19.8% on 5G,
and the number of 5G users had doubled compared
to the previous year, with 5G carrying about 22%
of all mobile data traffic and the average user

consuming 42.6 GB of data per month — roughly a
quarter more than a year earlier.**? DataReportal’s
2025 and 2026 reports show that the number of
mobile connections in Lithuania was equivalent
to 137% of the population in early 2025 and still
127% in late 2025, while median mobile download
speeds climbed to 123.3 Mbps, up 37.5% year-on-
year, signaling deep digital integration into Western
consumer patterns.*%
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 19,25

1). DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 9/10

The 2024 presidential elections and 2025
parliamentary  elections in  Moldova
competitive and successfully organized by the
relevant authorities. According to the OSCE/ODIHR
Election Observation Mission final report,*** the
presidential elections provided “a choice between
genuine political alternatives” and the contestants
campaigned in a free electoral environment.
National observers, such as the Promo-LEX
Association, highlighted that for the parliamentary
scrutiny “election administration functioned with
general transparency, and election day was well
organized overall” 4%

Despite visible progress related to the functioning

were

of the electoral democracy, in the last years
the political environment was heavily affected
by the wide Russian electoral interference and
disinformation campaigns. In 2024 alone, it is
estimated that Russia has invested more than 200
million euros or almost 1% of Moldova's gross
domestic product in vote buying schemes, illegal
financing of political structures and disinformation
activities on social media.**® As such, while
political freedom is built on a solid legislative and
institutional framework, the challenges related to
external influence over the electoral spectrum still
persist and need to be confronted accordingly by
governmental authorities.

1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 6/8

The new structure of the legislative body after the
parliamentary elections held on 28th of September
2025 includes a pro-European parliamentary
majority formed by the Party of Action and Solidarity
(PAS) with 55 mandates out of 101. Following the
validation of the elections by the Constitutional
Court, PAS invested in a new government on 31st
of October.**” Their main electoral thesis focused on
finalization of Moldova’s EU accession negotiations
by the end of 2028.

Beside PAS, other self-entitled pro-Western
parliamentary factions are Alternativa, with 8
representatives, Our Party and Democracy at
Home, each with 6 members. All these three

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

structures have announced their support for
Moldova’s EU accession, but have not campaigned
actively in support of the constitutional referendum
for European integration. Their close links with
Russian proxies and willingness to engage with
Russia in terms of energy or trade, raise serious
concerns about their integrity and actual intentions.
Therefore, about 75% of Parliament members are
backing the EU accession process, with limited
engagement from the smallest parties on this
dimension. As such, the vast majority of the pro-
European electorate in Moldova remains attached
to PAS, since no other credible and popular political
alternatives have arisen in the last years.



1.3. PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 4/7

One of the most credible opinion polls in Moldova is
the Public Opinion Barometer, published yearly by the
Institute for Public Policies (IPP).4®® According to the
latest opinion poll, published in September 2025, if a
referendum on Moldova’s accession to the European
Union were to be held next Sunday, 52,7% of the
respondents would vote for accession.** However,
only 23,3% are backing NATO accession, given the
wide disinformation campaigns led by Russia against
NATO and lack of relevant political parties that are
promoting stronger engagement with NATO.>%

When it comes to the attitudes towards Western
countries and Ukraine, every second respondent has
a positive attitude towards Romania, 54% towards
EU, 35% towards Ukraine and 27% towards
NATO.*" Neutral attitudes are predominant for the
last two, signaling the lack of critical thinking and
propaganda about Ukraine and NATO, but also the
societal division between West and East. On the
other hand, Russia is perceived in a positive manner
by 38% of the respondents, while 57% have a
neutral or negative attitude towards Moscow.>%?

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 16,25
2.1. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS

OF THE VENICE COMMISSION 3/5

Since 2022, Moldova has made progress with
regard to the compliance to the Venice Commission
requirements. In this regard, a few significant laws
refer to the voting of a new Electoral Code in
December 2022,°% development of the legislation
for the vetting of judges and prosecutors in 2023,
but also integrity and accountability of the judiciary,
anticorruption and intelligence bodies. The most
important pieces of legislation have been consulted
with the Venice Commission and have benefited
from improvements following the opinion of the
Venice Commission experts.

Furthemore, the compliance to the Venice
Commission standards is under careful scrutiny
from the European Commission. Following the EU’s
recognition of Moldova as a candidate countryin June
2022, it set out nine measures to be implemented
to facilitate the country’s advancement to the
next stage of EU accession.One of the measures
referred to the implementation of OSCE/ODIHR and
Venice Commission’s recommendations.>® With
the advancement of the EU accession negotiations,
Moldova’s constitutional compliance with the
requirements of the Venice Commission will further
increase.

2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 4/7

According to the country report of the European
Commission for Moldova, published in November
2025 as part of the enlargement package,
Moldova has some level of preparation in the area
of judiciary.”®> The report points out the ongoing
implementation of the vetting reform, aimed at
evaluating the integrity and ethics of the judges and
prosecutors. Started in 2022, this reform should be
finalised by the end of 2026, according to the activity
program of the current government.>® Until now,
the reform has generated visible results in terms of
appointment of new members at the regulatory

bodies of the Supreme Council of Magistracy and
Supreme Council of Prosecutors, as well as a new
composition of the Supreme Court of Justice. The
evaluation of judges and prosecutors is still ongoing
and the implementation of the reform needs to be
assessed based on the independence and integrity
of those who will pass the vetting process.

While Moldova has made significant steps towards
improving the independence of the courts and their
depoliticization, the justice system is still affected by
corruption scandals and toxic connections between
fugitive oligarchs, on the one side, and judges
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and prosecutors, on the other. The investigation
of the high-level corruption cases is advancing
slowly, raising concerns about the professionalism
and ethics of the relevant justice institutions.

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 5/7

Human rights legislation in the Republic of
Moldova has evolved steadily over the past decade,
driven largely by the country’s commitments under
the Association Agreement with the European
Union and its participation in Council of Europe
mechanisms.  The  Constitution  guarantees
fundamental rights and freedoms, and Moldova is
party to major international instruments such as the
European Convention on Human Rights and the UN
human rights treaties.

Areas such as the protection of detainees’
rights, independence of the judiciary, freedom of
expression, and non-discrimination, particularly
regarding vulnerable groups like ethnic minorities,

2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 4/6

According to recent data from the Prosecutor’s
Office of the Republic of Moldova, acquittals
constituted only about 1.93% of all criminal cases
or roughly 19 acquittals per 1,000 cases, indicating
that the vast majority of trials result in conviction
rather than acquittal.>® This low acquittal rate
is consistent with historical analyses of judicial
practice in Moldova suggesting conviction-oriented
adjudication and limited use of acquittal even

Nonetheless, the political will to advance the justice
reform shown by the leadership of the country
provides the ground for sustained progress in the
coming years.

persons with disabilities, and LGBTQ+ individuals,
remain  under scrutiny from international
monitoring bodies. During 2024, the People’s
Advocate Office received a total of 1,001 petitions,
of which 76 petitions were registered by the PAO
Representatives in Balti, Cahul, Comrat and Varnita.
Of these, 832 petitions (approximately 83%)
were addressed to the People’s Advocate, while
169 (around 17%) were directed to the People’s
Advocate for Children’s Rights.*” At the same
time, recent reforms connected to EU accession
negotiations have accelerated legislative alignment,
including new measures on transparency, anti-
corruption, and strengthening procedural rights.

where evidence might be insufficient.

In terms of appellate review, trends suggest some
volatility in how acquittals are treated at higher
court levels. Acquittals remain infrequent, and
when they do occur, they may be vulnerable to
reversal, reflecting pressures within the judiciary to
align with prosecutorial outcomes. These patterns
have implications for perceptions of fairness and
the right to a fair trial in Moldova.

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 21/25
31.EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 7/7

Signed in 2014, Moldova-EU Association
Agreement and the Deep and Comprehensive
Free Trade Area (DCFTA) established the baseline
for increased economic cooperation between the
two sides Under the DCFTA, most tariffs on goods
traded between Moldova and the EU have been
eliminated and barriers to trade in services reduced,
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creating preferential access that goes beyond typical
free trade arrangements. It also obliges Moldova to
gradually align its trade-related legislation, such as
customs policy, product standards and regulatory
frameworks with EU standards.

Moldova became a member of the World Trade
Organization in 2001. Throughout the last 24



years, Chisinau has reached a high rate of trade
liberalization, with 147 liberalized sectors out
of 155.°% In 2016, Moldova has become the
84th country out of 155 which ratified the Trade

Facilitation Agreement.>® Qverall, WTO participation
has contributed to Moldova's integration into
global value chains and has complemented its
deeper trade ties with the EU through the DCFTA.

3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 4/6

Based on the World Bank'’s Ease of Doing Business

rankings, Moldova has generally performed
relatively well in comparison to regional peers,
with a ranking around 48th out of 190 economies,
reflecting progress such as streamlined business
registration processes, expanded e-government
services, and reforms in tax and social contribution
systems that have reduced time and cost burdens
for entrepreneurs.>™

External assessments underscore that while legal

reforms and digitization efforts are underway, weak

institutional capacity and slow implementation

of  anti-corruption  measures  remain  key
impediments to fully transparent and predictable
business operations. According to Transparency
International’s Perceptions  Index,

Moldova scored about 43 points, ranking 78th

Corruption

globally, 37 positions higher compared to 2020.5'?
This suggests that, in the last few years, fewer
business leaders have viewed corruption as a
blocking issue, though it remains a factor that can
distort competition and regulatory enforcement.

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 5/6

The EU is by far the main commercial partner of
Moldova. In 2024, Moldovan exports to the EU
accounted for about 65.6% of all exports, showing
a strong export orientation toward the European
market.>'* Moldova’s exports to the EU amounted
to 2.4 billion euros in 2024, while imports from the
EU reached the level of 5.1 billion euros.>™ Both
the exports and the imports are mainly focused
on industrial goods, such as machinery, chemical
and mineral products and transport equipment.
Agricultural products have a low share in the sales of

goods to the EU market.

The reorientation of trade logistics following
disruptions related to the war in Ukraine has
accelerated Moldova's pivot toward EU markets,
even in regions such as Transnistria, where in 2024
over 80% of exports were directed to EU countries.>'”
Despite strong export performance toward the EU,
Moldova continues to run a significant trade deficit,
partly because imports from the EU remain high.
Preliminary data indicate Moldova’s trade deficit
reached around 5.51 billion U.S. dollars in 20245

3.4 WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY 5/6

EU member states have an extensive share
of foreign direct investments in the Moldovan
economy, estimated to 85%. According to the
Investments Agency, by the end of September

2025, the total stock of foreign direct investments
reached 6.2 billion U.S. dollars, indicating an
increase of 14.4% compared to the end of 2024 or
786,5 million US dollars in one year.
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4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 8/15

4. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 2/2

After gaining independence from the Soviet Union
in 1991, Moldova officially returned to the Latin
alphabet, reflecting both a cultural reorientation
towards Romania and Europe and a reclaiming of

national identity. Today, the Romanian language
Latin script is used in all official documents, schools
and universities, media and literature, making it a
pivotal element of the national identity.

4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 2/6

Proficiency in Western languages in the Republic of
Moldova remains noticeably lower than proficiency
in Romanian/Moldovan and Russian, according to
data linked to the 2024 national census.>” While
the census primarily focuses on mother tongue and
usually spoken language, official data indicates that
the majority of the population (around 87 %) report
knowledge of Romanian/Moldovan as a language
they know and about 68% report knowledge

of Russian, a second spoken language in the
country. In contrast, opinion polls show that only
about 13.4% of the population reported knowing
English, which is the most widely taught Western
language, with significantly smaller shares likely
proficient in other Western languages such as
French, German, or Spanish. These figures suggest
that Western languages are known by a relatively
modest proportion of the population compared
with Romanian and Russian languages.

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION'S MOVIE THEATERS AND ON
TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL MEDIA 4/7

The landscape of internet use and social media
in Moldova shows a strong orientation toward
Western platforms and global networks. As of early
2025, there were an estimated 1.88 million active
social media user identities — roughly 63% of the
total population — using social media platforms.
Social networks such as Facebook and Instagram
are among the most widely used platforms.
Facebook in particular reached approximately 50%
of the total population and about 62.6% of local
internet users, while Instagram’s reach was around
40% of the total population and roughly 50% of
internet users by late 2025 data.>'®
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Meanwhile, broadcast television still reflects a
mix of influences. A recent media market analysis
reported that about two-thirds (67%) of TV
channels retransmitted in Moldova broadcast
entirely or partially in Russian, with a smaller share
of 21% coming from Romania and even fewer
channels directly from Western countries such
as the United States or the United Kingdom.>™
This suggests that, while Western entertainment
products (e.g., Hollywood films and Western series
on cable and streaming) are highly visible in theaters
and accessible via various TV platforms, overall TV
broadcasting remains linguistically and culturally
diverse, with significant Russian content.



5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 8/10

5]. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 4/5

Since the visa-free travel regime between the
Republic of Moldova and the European Union
(Schengen Area) came into force on 28 April 2014,
millions of Moldovan citizens have taken advantage
of it to visit Western Europe. Over the past decade,
more than 2.1 million or about 70% of the
Moldovan citizens traveled to EU countries without
needing a visa, making a total of approximately
31.2 million trips, which averages out to more than

15 trips per individual traveler over 10 years.>?

These figures reflect wide utilization of the visa-
free regime, which allows short-term stays of up
to 90 days in most EU and Schengen states with
just a biometric passport.>*' The widespread use of
the visa-free regime has facilitated tourism, family
visits, education, work opportunities, and cultural
exchange across Europe.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 2/3

The presence of Western franchise companies is
noticeable but still relatively limited compared to
larger European markets. For example, German-
owned Metro Cash & Carry and Kaufland are
present, with Kaufland operating around 9 stores
countrywide as of 2025, contributing to a retail
sector where the top 10 chains account for 940
outlets overall.>?2

In the fast-food and hospitality sectors, Western
franchise brands have a more visible but modest
footprint, concentrated mainly in the capital,

Chisinau. The KFC brand, operated under a master
franchise by Sphera Franchise Group, runs three
restaurants in Moldova, all in Chisindau, showing
slow but steady expansion in Western quick service
presence. Other globally recognized franchises such
as McDonald’s are reported historically to have had
some presence, but their network in Moldova is
very limited compared with neighbors and many
international food franchises seen in larger markets
are absent or represented by a very small number
of outlets.>?3

5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

Mobile internet coverage in the Republic of
Moldova is extensive and increasingly growing,
reflecting strong technological adoption across
the country. According to the latest statistics, in
2024, there were approximately 4.24 million active
mobile connections in Moldova, equal to about
125 % of the total population, indicating that
many people use more than one SIM or device.>*
Roughly 93% of connections were on broadband
networks (3G/4G/5G), proving that high-speed
mobile internet is widely available.>?>

Smartphone usage is also key to this mobile
internet ecosystem. Data from governmental
authorities show that the vast majority of mobile
internet access is through smartphones, with 96.8%
of SIM cards used for mobile internet belonging to
smartphone users.>¢ In practical terms, this means
that nearly all mobile broadband users in Moldova
rely on smartphones to go online, making mobile
devices the dominant gateway to the internet for
social media, streaming, e-commerce, messaging,
and other digital activities.
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 5/25

11 DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 1/10

Tajikistan’s political freedom in 2025 remains
among the most restricted in the post-Soviet
space, reflecting the consolidation of a personalist
authoritarian regime under president Emomali
Rahmon. The country’s constitution guarantees civil
and political rights, but these guarantees are largely
nominal. Freedom House’s Freedom in the World
2025 report again rates Tajikistan as “not free”,
assigning it an overall score of 5/100 (0/40 for
political rights and 5/60 for civil liberties), placing
the country among the “worst of the worst”
regimes globally in terms of political rights and
civil liberties. This indicates the absence of genuine
pluralism, competitive elections, or opposition
participation.®?” The electoral framework is tightly
controlled by the state, with the Central Commission
for Elections and Referenda functioning under the
direct influence of the executive branch. Elections
serve primarily as legitimizing exercises for the
ruling People’s Democratic Party of Tajikistan rather
than as mechanisms of democratic accountability.

The judiciary and security apparatus systematically
suppress dissent, while restrictive laws on assembly,
religion, and media eliminate the preconditions for
political competition.

This entrenched lack of political freedom has a
chilling effect on civic participation and international
engagement. Civil society organizations operate
under constant scrutiny, with most forced to register
under restrictive laws or risk closure. The absence
of an independent press and the widespread
surveillance of social media further limit the space
for public debate. International observers, including
the OSCE and the European Union, continue to note
that Tajikistan has yet to implement meaningful
electoral reforms aligned with Venice Commission
recommendations. Consequently, the country’s
absence of progress in Freedom has become a
principal obstacle to its political Westernization and
to the expansion of partnerships with the EU under
frameworks such as the Enhanced Partnership and
Cooperation Agreement (EPCA).>?®

1.2 PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN PARLIAMENT 1/8

Tajikistan’s parliament — the Majlisi Oli — is
dominated entirely by pro-presidential forces,
leaving no room for pro-Western or reform-oriented
political parties. The ruling People’s Democratic
Party of Tajikistan (PDPT) holds the vast majority of
seats, while the remaining positions are occupied
by minor satellite parties such as the Agrarian Party
and the Party of Economic Reforms, which operate
within a narrow ideological spectrum supportive
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of the government’s policies. Independent political
parties with Western-leaning platforms, such as
the Social Democratic Party of Tajikistan (SDPT),
face systemic harassment, registration barriers, and
occasional arrests of their members.>?° The Islamic
Renaissance Party of Tajikistan (IRPT) — formerly
the main opposition party — remains banned since
2015, its leaders imprisoned or exiled, effectively
erasing pluralism from the political landscape.



Right now (after the 2025 parliamentary
elections) there are five political parties represented
in Tajikistan’s lower house of parliament (Majlisi
namoyandagon, 63 seats): People's Democratic
Party of Tajikistan (PDPT) (49 out of 63); Agrarian
Party of Tajikistan (7 out of 63); Party of Economic
Reforms of Tajikistan (5 out of 63); Socialist Party
of Tajikistan (1 out of 63); Democratic Party of
Tajikistan (1 out of 63).5% All of these parties are
considered pro-government; there is no genuine
opposition party in the current parliament (the
Islamic Renaissance Party remains banned, and the
Social Democratic Party again did not win seats).

The absence of pro-Western political actors
reflects not only state repression but also the lack

of structural incentives for Western alignment in
Tajik politics. As the StrategEast Westernization
Report 2024 observes, “Tajikistan’s political elite
has aligned its legitimacy more closely with security
and stability than with democratic reform”.>3" This
orientation prioritizes regime preservation over
integration with Western democratic institutions.
Parliamentary debates rarely address issues such as
human rights, rule of law, or European partnership;
instead, political discourse remains focused on
national unity, traditional values, and security.
Without the legalization of genuine opposition and
the institutional protection of political pluralism,
the emergence of pro-Western political movements
in Tajikistan remains unlikely in the near future.

1.3 PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 3/7

Tajikistan’s political environment has grown
increasingly restrictive in recent years. Previously
mentioned reports by Freedom House*? and
Amnesty International®* document continued
constraints on media, so reliable public opinion
polling is limited.

On one hand, deeply ingrained traditional
norms and the influence of conservative religious
and media narratives contribute to ambivalence
toward Western liberalism, secularism, and gender
equality. Russian-language media — still the
dominant information source for most citizens
— often reinforces anti-Western sentiment>* by
portraying the West as morally decadent or hostile
to traditional family values.

On the other hand, Tajikistan officially declares
its commitment to cooperation with EU countries.
For instance, EU is becoming involved in labor and
economic collaboration, focusing on programs

designed to create jobs for Tajik labor immigrants, >3
that can create better image of Europe. The duality
produces Westernization  without
ideological While Tajik citizens
may aspire to Western standards of living and
governance, they do not necessarily endorse Western
political models or cultural norms. Public discourse
on democracy and human rights is often shaped

"aspirational
alignment” 5%

by state-controlled narratives emphasizing stability
and sovereignty over liberal freedoms. Nonetheless,
increased digital connectivity and exposure to
Western education programs, particularly through
EU-funded initiatives such as Erasmus+ and Central
Asia Education Platform, are gradually broadening
perspectives among younger generations. These
emerging social trends, if sustained, could become a
long-term catalyst for deeper societal Westernization
in Tajikistan.
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21 CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE VENICE

COMMISSION 1/6

Tajikistan's constitutional and legislative framework
diverges significantly from the democratic principles
upheld by the Council of Europe’s Venice Commission.
While the 1994 Constitution (amended in 2016)
formally guarantees the separation of powers,
political pluralism, and judicial independence, in
practice these provisions remain largely declarative.
The most recent constitutional amendments
extended presidential term limits and allowed lifelong
rule for President Emomali Rahmon, entrenching the
concentration of power in the executive branch.
According to the Venice Commission's 2016
Opinion on Tajikistan’s Constitutional Amendments,
the reforms undermined checks and balances by
expanding presidential authority over the judiciary
and parliament, while limiting the autonomy of local

2.2 INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 1/7

Judicial independence in Tajikistan remains
severely compromised by executive interference
and systemic corruption. The Freedom in the World
2025 report assigns the country a score of 0 out
of 16 for the “Rule of Law"” indicator, citing the
subordination of the judiciary to the executive and
the security services.> Judges are appointed and
dismissed by the president, often based on loyalty
rather than professional competence, which erodes
public trust and institutional credibility. The U.S.
Department of State’s 2024 Human Rights Report

2.3 HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 1/6

On paper, Tajikistan has ratified most of the
international conventions required for the EU’s GSP+
trade status, including the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights and the Convention
Against Torture. However, the implementation
of these commitments remains superficial and
inconsistent.  The European External Action
Service (EEAS) noted in its 2023 joint statement
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governance structures.>’

Subsequent assessments by the OSCE/ODIHR have
reaffirmed these concerns, noting that Tajikistan’s
legal and institutional frameworks “fail to ensure
genuine political competition or meaningful public
participation in decision-making” .53 Despite periodic
dialogues with European institutions, the government
has not undertaken the substantive constitutional or
legislative reforms necessary to align with Venice
Commission standards on judicial independence,
electoral integrity, and fundamental freedoms. This
non-compliance has hindered Tajikistan’s progress
toward Western legal harmonization and remains a
central obstacle to deeper engagement with the EU
under the Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement (EPCA) framework.>*

documents frequent cases of politically motivated
prosecutions, coerced confessions, and a lack of
due process protections, indicating a pervasive
culture of judicial dependency.*

This politicization of the courts has deep
economic and social consequences. Investors
face an unpredictable legal environment where
contracts and property rights lack protection, while
citizens encounter limited recourse against abuses

of power.

that Tajikistan must “refine its human rights and
fundamental freedoms agenda” and strengthen
national mechanisms to ensure compliance with
UN and OSCE recommendations.>*? Domestic
legislation, such as the Law on Public Associations
(2022) and the Law on Countering Extremism,
continues to be applied selectively to restrict the
activities of NGOs, journalists, and political activists.



Human rights organizations report a pattern
of arbitrary detentions, restrictions on religious
practices, and intimidation of human rights
defenders. The OSCE/ODIHR and Amnesty
International®*? have raised repeated concerns about
the use of vague legal definitions of “extremism”
and “foreign influence” to suppress dissent.

2.4 NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 1/6

The near-total absence of acquittals in Tajikistan’s
criminal justice system starkly illustrates the lack of
judicial independence and due process. According
to data compiled by the U.S. Department of State
and local legal observers, the acquittal rate in Tajik
courts is consistently below 1%, one of the lowest
in the world.>** This statistic reflects systemic judicial
bias in favor of the prosecution and the absence of
procedural safeguards for defendants. Trials often
rely heavily on confessions obtained under duress,

Despite the establishment of an Ombudsman’s
Office, it lacks independence and resources to
operate effectively. Until Tajikistan enacts genuine
legislative safeguards — such as explicit protections
for freedom of expression, association, and religion
— its human rights framework will remain largely
symbolic and far from European legal standards.

and defense lawyers face intimidation and limited
access to case materials. The Freedom House
2025 assessment describes this phenomenon as
“a justice system designed for conviction, not
adjudication”.>*

The negligible number of acquittals also has
chilling implications for human rights. It reinforces
impunity for law enforcement agencies and
undermines public confidence in the fairness of the
courts.

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 8,25

31EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 2/7

Tajikistan has been a member of the World Trade
Organization (WTQO) since March 2013, marking
a key milestone in its gradual integration into the
global trading system. However, despite this formal
accession, its practical compliance with WTO norms
remains uneven. The WTO Trade Policy Review
(2024) highlights that Tajikistan has made only
limited progress in aligning its customs regulations,
intellectual property laws, and standards regimes
with international best practices. Non-tariff barriers,
bureaucratic procedures, and weak institutional
capacity continue to constrain the benefits of WTO
membership. These shortcomings are compounded
by the country’s limited export diversification —
dominated by raw materials and labor-intensive
goods such as aluminum, cotton, and hydropower

— which leaves it highly vulnerable to external
shocks.>®

In its relations with the European Union, Tajikistan
remains a beneficiary of the Standard GSP scheme
but aspires to graduate to the enhanced GSP+
status.>*” However, accession to GSP+ is conditional
on the effective implementation of 27 international
conventions covering human rights, labor rights,
and environmental protection. As the European
External Action Service (EEAS, 2023) emphasized,
Tajikistan’s limited progress in governance and
rule of law continues to delay this process.>®
Strengthening legal compliance and administrative
transparency will therefore be critical to realizing
the full economic potential of its multilateral and
European partnerships.
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3.2 EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 2/6

The business environment in Tajikistan remains
challenging, characterized by pervasive corruption,
weak regulatory enforcement, and limited access
to finance. Although the World Bank’s 2025
Economic Update notes an 8.2% GDP growth rate,
it also warns that such expansion “does not reflect
structural improvements in competitiveness or the
business climate”.>* Small and medium enterprises
(SMEs) licensing requirements,
unpredictable  taxation, and  discretionary
inspections by state agencies. These practices,
combined with opaque public procurement and the
dominance of politically connected conglomerates,
deter both domestic entrepreneurship and foreign
investors. According to the World Bank Enterprise
Survey (2024), over 60% of firms identify corruption

face excessive

as the single greatest obstacle to doing business in
Tajikistan.>*®

Institutional reform efforts — such as the National
Development Strategy 2030 — have promised
to simplify business registration and modernize

customs procedures. Yet implementation has
been inconsistent.  Digitalization of  public
services and e-governance initiatives remain

underdeveloped; only 56.8% of the population
has reliable internet access.>' The lack of judicial
independence and effective contract enforcement
continues to undermine investor confidence.
Meaningful improvement will require not only
technical modernization but also a clear political
commitment to transparency, fair competition, and
anti-corruption enforcement.

3.3 WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 2/6

Tajikistan’s  trade  composition  reflects its
geographic and geopolitical orientation, with limited
penetration of Western markets compared to
regional neighbors. In 2023, total trade turnover with
the European Union amounted to approximately
USD 401.5 million,>*? representing less than 10% of
the country’s foreign trade, while trade with Russia
exceeded USD 1.5 billion.>3 The bulk of exports to
the EU consists of raw aluminum, cotton, and small
quantities of textile goods, whereas imports from
the EU largely comprise machinery, pharmaceuticals,
and food products.>™* By contrast, the majority of
consumer goods and intermediate inputs sold in
Tajikistan originate from Russia, China, Turkey, and
Iran. This asymmetric trade structure reflects both
logistical barriers and a lack of competitive domestic
industries aligned with European standards. The

limited Western share in domestic sales is also
linked to weak distribution networks and the
absence of modern retail infrastructure. Western
brands and franchises are scarce, with most urban
markets dominated by Chinese, Russian, and Turkish
products. Efforts to increase exports to Western
markets have been constrained by poor quality
control, limited certification capacity, and outdated
production technologies. However, there are
emerging opportunities in niche sectors — such as
organic agriculture, textiles, and renewable-energy
components — where EU demand and sustainability
standards could align with Tajikistan’s natural
advantages. To capitalize on these opportunities, the
government must invest in logistics, trade facilitation,
and standardization agencies capable of meeting
Western market requirements.

3.4 WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY 2/6

Western foreign direct investment (FDI) in
Tajikistan remains marginal, overshadowed by the
dominant roles of China and Russia. According
to the World Bank data, the majority of external
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financing flows into large-scale infrastructure and
energy projects funded through the Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI), with Western capital accounting for
less than 5% of total FDI inflows between 2019



and 2024.5% Most Western investors have been
deterred by the country’s small domestic market,
weak rule of law, and high perceived corruption
risk. Existing Western investments are concentrated
in the telecommunications, financial services, and
light-manufacturing sectors, often through joint
ventures with international development institutions
such as the European Bank for Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD) and the International Finance
Corporation (IFC).

The government has sought to attract Western
capital by emphasizing hydropower potential,
renewable energy development, and tourism.
Projects such as the Rogun Hydropower Plant,
supported by the World Bank and Asian

Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB), demonstrate a
growing — if cautious — interest from international
financiers.>*® However, these investments remain
driven by multilateral rather than private capital.
The absence of reliable legal protections and the
lack of investor-state dispute mechanisms aligned
with Western standards continue to limit private-
sector engagement. Establishing a stable regulatory
framework, improving corporate transparency,
and negotiating bilateral investment treaties with
EU member states could significantly enhance
Tajikistan’s attractiveness to Western investors
and reduce its over-dependence on non-Western
sources of capital.

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 8/15

41 USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 1/2

The Tajik language, written in the Cyrillic
alphabet since the Soviet reforms of 1940, remains
one of the most visible markers of the country’s
cultural and geopolitical orientation. Despite
sporadic discussions about reintroducing the Latin
alphabet, particularly in academic and diaspora
circles, there has been no official policy shift toward
Latinization.>” Unlike Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan
— which have adopted Latin script as a symbol of
post-Soviet national modernization — Tajikistan
has maintained Cyrillic due to its continued cultural
and economic interdependence with Russia.

However, informal Latin usage is gradually
increasing among younger Tajiks, especially
in digital communication and social media.

The spread of smartphones, online education
platforms, and Western entertainment content
has familiarized youth with Latin script as part of
global digital literacy. English-language signage,
Latin transliteration in text messages, and hybrid
forms of online writing are increasingly common
in urban areas such as Dushanbe and Khujand.
While these trends are far from official reform, they
represent a subtle cultural Westernization through
digital media exposure rather than state-driven
language policy. The ongoing prevalence of Cyrillic,
however, continues to limit linguistic integration
with Western academic and technological systems,
keeping Tajikistan closely tied to the post-Soviet
information space.

4.2 PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 3/6

Foreign language proficiency in Tajikistan remains
limited, though it is growing steadily, particularly
in English. According to the EF English Proficiency
Index (2024),°%® Tajikistan ranks among the lowest
globally, with an estimated 6-8% of the adult
population possessing basic English proficiency.

Nonetheless, demand for English education has
expanded rapidly, driven by youth aspirations for
higher education abroad, migration opportunities,
and global digital connectivity. English has become
the dominant foreign language in schools and
universities, while French, German, and Spanish
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remain confined to a handful of a few institutions
and cultural centers supported by foreign embassies
(e.g., Alliance Francaise Dushanbe and Goethe-
Institut Almaty).

In particular, in 2025 the French Embassy
in Tajikistan, in collaboration with the Swiss
Cooperation Office, organized Francophonie Days
in Tajikistan, during which French films were shown,
as well as a performance of French musicians.>*

However, rural-urban disparities remain stark,
with  most English speakers concentrated in
Dushanbe. Limited teacher training and insufficient
hinder

language adoption. Expanding Western language

access to modern materials broader
education — particularly English — is therefore both
a social and economic imperative for Tajikistan’s
integration into global academic, business, and

digital networks.

4.3 SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION'S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 4/7

Tajikistan’s cultural consumption patterns reveal
a cautious openness to Western media, constrained
by state regulation and the dominance of Russian
and regional entertainment content. Domestic
television  remains  heavily  state-controlled,
with limited airtime devoted to Western films,
documentaries, or cultural programs. The majority
of imported audiovisual material originates from
Russia and Turkey, reflecting linguistic accessibility
and cultural familiarity. Western films — primarily
Hollywood productions — constitute less than 15%
of total screenings in Tajik cinemas, according to
local distributors. Censorship regulations, as well as
limited dubbing and distribution capacity, further
reduce Western media penetration.

In contrast, digital platforms provide a more
dynamic space for Western cultural engagement.

According to Datareportal’s Digital 2025: Tajikistan
report, over 56.8% of the population has internet
access, with Facebook and Instagram ranking
among the most visited Western platforms.>®
Western social media networks serve as crucial
channels for youth exposure to global trends,
education, and entertainment. However, the state
frequently restricts access to these platforms during
politically sensitive periods, reflecting ongoing
control over the digital sphere. As Freedom House
(2025) observes, “internet freedom in Tajikistan
remains severely constrained by arbitrary censorship
and surveillance” .*®" Despite these challenges, the
growing online consumption of Western content
signals a slow but steady cultural westernization
driven from below — by users, not institutions.

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 5/10
51 PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 1/5

International travel remains a privilege for only a
small segment of Tajik society, reflecting economic
constraints, visa barriers, and limited air connectivity.
According to the World Bank and UNWTO data, fewer
than 3% of Tajik citizens have ever traveled to Western
countries, with most outbound mobility directed toward
Russia, Kazakhstan, and Turkey for labor migration
rather than tourism or education.>2°%3 High visa fees,
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lengthy application procedures for the Schengen
area, and limited direct flights from Dushanbe
to European destinations further restrict access.
Students, diplomats, and NGO representatives
constitute the bulk of travelers to Western Europe
and North America. Their exposure to Western
institutions — universities, training programs, and
professional exchanges — often results in the



transfer of modern managerial practices and civic
norms back to Tajikistan, albeit within small circles.

Government initiatives such as scholarships under
EU Erasmus+ and bilateral education programs
have modestly increased the number of Tajik
citizens studying in Europe and the United States.

For instance, as for 2024, some 25 universities
in Tajikistan actively participated in Erasmus+
projects, fostering international partnerships with
universities from eight countries.** This educational
mobility plays a disproportionately influential role
in the diffusion of Western values, languages, and
lifestyles, even if the overall numbers remain limited.

5.2 PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 2/3

The commercial footprint of Western franchises
in Tajikistan remains modest, dominated by a
handful of fast-food, retail, and hospitality brands
concentrated in the capital. International chains
such as KFC and Hilton have established a presence
in Dushanbe, while others — Coca-Cola, PepsiCo,
Nestlé, and Procter & Gamble>®> — operate through
local distributors rather than direct franchises. The
small domestic market, weak purchasing power,
and complex licensing requirements deter further
Western investment in the consumer sector.

Nevertheless, urban youth culture increasingly

mirrors global consumer trends through imported
goods, fashion, and digital retail platforms. The
proliferation of e-commerce and social media
marketing has allowed Tajik consumers to access
Western brands online, bypassing traditional retail
barriers. Locally owned cafés, gyms, and coworking
spaces often emulate Western aesthetics, reflecting
aspirational alignment with global lifestyles.
Strengthening intellectual property protection and
easing customs procedures could encourage greater
franchise penetration, enhancing both cultural
exchange and private-sector modernization.

5.3 MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

Tajikistan’s  rapid digital transformation s
one of the most tangible indicators of lifestyle
Westernization. As of early 2025, mobile-
internet coverage reached approximately 90%
of the population, and smartphone penetration
surpassed 65%, according to Datareportal’s Digital
2025 report.>®¢. This connectivity revolution has
profoundly altered social behavior, particularly
among youth and urban populations, facilitating
exposure to Western news sources, entertainment,
and communication platforms. Social networks
such as Facebook, Instagram, and YouTube —
all Western in origin — serve as key venues for
cultural consumption and civic discourse. Online
freelancing, digital marketing, and remote work are
emerging lifestyle trends that connect Tajik citizens
to global labor markets and value systems.

However, persistent challenges temper this
progress. Internet costs remain high relative to
income, and state restrictions on content undermine

digital freedom. Freedom House (2025) continues
to classify Tajikistan’s internet environment as “not
free,” citing frequent disruptions and surveillance.>¢’
Nonetheless, the diffusion of smartphones and
social media has fostered unprecedented access
to Western ideas, creating a generational divide
between digitally connected youth and older, state-
media-dependent demographics.

The lifestyle dimension of Westernization in
Tajikistan illustrates both subtle transformation
and structural resistance. While political and legal
barriers remain entrenched, social modernization
is progressing through the diffusion of Western
consumption patterns, digital connectivity, and
educational exchanges. The emerging middle class
and youth population are increasingly adopting
global habits — healthy lifestyles, gender inclusivity,
environmental awareness, and technological
fluency — that align with Western social norms.
Yet the scope of this transformation is limited by
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low incomes, restricted mobility, and an enduring
post-Soviet cultural framework.

Tajikistan's future trajectory will depend on
whether these lifestyle changes evolve into
institutional reforms. Expanding opportunities for
travel, education, and digital entrepreneurship
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could anchor a new generation more oriented
toward global values. As Western cultural exposure
continues to grow — primarily through digital
ecosystems rather than formal politics — the seeds
of a gradual, bottom-up Westernization are being
planted across Tajik society.
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1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 3,25

11. DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 0.5/10

Turkmenistan’s  political ~ system is  highly
centralized, with executive authority concentrated
in the presidency and enforced through a controlled
state bureaucracy. Legal and administrative
restrictions on  expression, assembly, and
association significantly constrain journalists, civil
society, and political freedoms. The absence of
political competition and the presence of extensive
surveillance limit citizens' ability to express dissent
or influence decision-making, resulting in a closed
political environment where participation is largely
confined to state-managed channels.

Turkmenistan’s  political ~ system is  highly
personalized, with power concentrated in the
presidency. Under president Serdar
Berdimuhamedov, limited technocratic initiatives
such as digital programs, infrastructure projects, and
international engagement have sought to project an
image of modernization, but these measures have
remained largely cosmetic. Core political structures
are unchanged, with centralized authority and
strong security control continuing to restrict
independent civic activity. In parallel, the current
president’s father, Gurbanguly Berdimuhamedov,
continues to chair the Halk Maslahaty (People’s
Council), the highest representative political body
in Turkmenistan. Constitutional amendments have
also granted®®® him the formal status of “National
Leader of the Turkmen People,” providing far-
reaching authority over domestic and foreign
policy and, in practice, positioning him as the most
influential political figure in the country.>®°

current

Freedom House characterizes Turkmenistan as
a repressive authoritarian state, where political
rights and civil liberties are largely absent in
practice, elections are tightly managed to secure
near-unanimous outcomes for the leadership, the
economy remains state-dominated, corruption
is systemic, religious freedoms are restricted, and
political dissent is not tolerated.>”®

International alliance of civil society organisations
CIVICUS, in collaboration with International
Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR) and the
Turkmen Initiative for Human Rights (TIHR), reports
a continued decline in rights and freedoms in
Turkmenistan from June to November 2025.5”!
Turkmen authorities continue to target politically
“inconvenient” individuals, restrict freedom of
expression, and tightly control internet access. State
media project an image of prosperity that contrasts
with ongoing socio-economic and human rights
challenges, while reports indicate transnational
repression of dissidents abroad. Citizens are often
compelled to participate in state events under
threat of sanctions.

A report by The Tor Project highlights how
Turkmenistan has transformed strict internet
censorship into a profit-driven enterprise.>’?
Authorities reportedly disrupt internet access
to sustain control over online information
while generating demand for costly VPN and
circumvention tools.

According to Reporters Without Borders’ 2025
Press Freedom Index, Turkmenistan ranks 174th
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out of 180 countries, underscoring the country’s
extremely restrictive media environment.>’3
Turkmenistan’s  limited  engagement  in
international dialogues, particularly with the EU,
remains one of the few avenues to address human
rights and political freedoms, though tangible
domestic improvements are minimal. During the
17th  EU-Turkmenistan Human Rights Dialogue

in Brussels on 17 June 2025,>”* discussions were

focused on the rule of law, fundamental freedomes,
and gender equality. The EU acknowledged
Turkmenistan’s cooperation with the International
Labour Organization (ILO) on forced and child
labor, steps on statelessness, and planned reforms
on women's, children’s, and disability rights, while
calling for stronger measures on anti-discrimination,
domestic violence, decriminalization of same-sex
relations, detention conditions, media freedom,
and civil society space.

1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN PARLIAMENT 1/8

The Halk Maslahaty (People’s Council), established
in January 2023, serves as Turkmenistan’s highest
legislative body, responsible for adopting the
constitution, approving amendments, guiding
domestic and foreign policy, and reviewing the
President’s annual addresses.

Although nominally a multi-party system, political
pluralism remains largely symbolic, as officially
registered parties operate within boundaries set by
the ruling establishment. This configuration limits
competitive politics and constrains the development
of independent institutional checks on executive
power.

For much of its post-independence history,
Turkmenistan was dominated by a single political
party: the Democratic Party of Turkmenistan
(DPT). Established in 1991 as the successor to the

Communist Party of Turkmenistan, the DPT long
functioned as the sole legal party, consolidating
political power and supporting the policies of the
presidential administration.

Since 2012, Turkmenistan has formally initiated
the development of a multi-party system. Two
new parties have been registered alongside the
DPT. The Party of Industrialists and Entrepreneurs
of Turkmenistan was created to represent business
interests and promote private sector development,
ranking second in prominence after the DPT. The
Agrarian Party of Turkmenistan was established to
advocate for agricultural workers and contribute to
the development of the country’s agricultural sector.

Despite the participation of these parties in
political life, in practice, the DPT continues to
dominate the political landscape.

1.3. PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 1.5/7

No publicly available independent surveys
exist for 2025, limiting direct measurement of
Westernization. Available evidence indicates little
adoption of Western values. Official discourse
emphasizes neutrality, cultural self-reliance, and
limited engagement with the outside world,
keeping norms such as political openness, civic
participation, and pluralism distant. Independent
or dissenting ideas are tightly constrained, yet the
younger generation shows growing curiosity and
exposure to alternative perspectives.

Akey factor sustaining authoritarian stability is the
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regime’s ability to enforce ideological dominance
and exercise control over cultural life. By shaping
collective narratives, directing educational content,
regulating cultural institutions, and suppressing
competing identities or beliefs, the state limits the
emergence of alternative viewpoints capable of
mobilizing opposition.

However, despite the regime’s closed nature,
the fact that closer ties with the West have been
established in recent years, as well as the neutral
tone towards the EU and the US>, allow for a
rating of 1.5.
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2]. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE

VENICE COMMISSION 1/6

Turkmenistan’s political framework is formally
defined by its 1992 Constitution, which establishes
the country as a sovereign, democratic, secular
state based on republican principles. In practice,
however, these democratic provisions have been
largely subordinated to authoritarian control, with
constitutional structures and legal norms shaped
to consolidate executive power rather than ensure
genuine political pluralism or citizen participation.

The Office for Democratic Institutions and
Human Rights of OSCE in 2023 mentioned that
the political landscape continues to lack genuine

2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 1/7

The State Concept for the Development of the
Judicial System (2022-2028) seeks to enhance
the legislative framework, improve judicial
qualifications, upgrade court infrastructure,
and expand international legal cooperation.
Efforts to digitize the judiciary are ongoing, with
approximately 94 courtrooms equipped with audio
and video cameras, covering more than 90% of
courtrooms in the country.>’®

On 12 April, the Mejlis approved several laws
and amendments, including a new edition of
the Law “On the Court.”>”® The revised Law of
Turkmenistan “On Courts” introduces several
formalimprovements, reflecting both developments
in national legal thought and partial alignment
with international standards.>®® The law enhances
formal protections by broadening equality before
the law, reinforcing the presumption of innocence,
expanding the right to challenge public authorities,
and guaranteeing language access. However,
practical implementation is constrained by a
judiciary and political system tightly controlled by
the executive.

pluralism and all parties contesting the election
supported the President®’®. According to the report,
recent constitutional reforms, reduced the already
marginal role of the legislature®’. The President
also appoints members of the Central Election
Commission and judges, even formally undermining
institutional independence.

Overall, Turkmenistan’s constitutional framework
and practice demonstrate minimal substantive
compliance with the requirements of the Venice
Commission.

Key provisions also introduce family judges at
district and city levels and establish Judicial Boards
for Family Matters within higher courts, aiming
to strengthen family justice, ensure fair trials in
family cases, and promote family stability. The
OSCE has expressed support for judicial reforms
in Turkmenistan, noting that the establishment
of family courts serves a unique purpose in the
justice system and could improve access to justice
in family-related cases.>®"

Despite these limited developments, judicial
independence in Turkmenistan remains extremely
constrained, reflecting broader weaknesses in
the country’s rule of law. According to Freedom
House, Turkmenistan’s judiciary remains weak and
ineffective, lacking independence and plagued by
corruption and incompetence, primarily serving
the interests of the regime rather than protecting
citizens' rights.”®? The Maxinomics Rule of Law
Index ranks Turkmenistan near the bottom globally
(182nd of 189 countries), with a score of -1.41
on a scale from -2.5 to 2.5, indicating a severely
weakened rule of law.*83
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2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 1.5/7

Turkmenistan has enacted a new Law “On the
Unified State Voter Register,” which took effect on
1 January 2026.°% The law introduces a centralized
digital voter registry to ensure more accurate
accounting of eligible voters and strengthen
electoral integrity. Oversight of elections is vested
solely in the Central Election Commission, which
functions without evident autonomy. Despite
formal similarities to open systems, the lack of
independent oversight limits the framework’s
relevance to Western-style governance.

The Law of Turkmenistan “On Combating
Human Trafficking” was also updated to reflect

2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 0.5/6

Judicial statistics in Turkmenistan are scarce and
often unreliable, primarily due to state control over
the data and the lack of independent oversight.

In 2023, the number of convicts in Turkmenistan
decreased by 4.5% compared to the previous year,

modern standards and requirements, aiming to
strengthen legal frameworks for preventing and
addressing trafficking. Additionally, according to
the U.S. Department of State’s 2025 Trafficking in
Persons Report, Turkmenistan does not fully meet
the minimum standards for eliminating trafficking
but has made significant efforts toward addressing
the issue. As a result of these efforts, the country
was upgraded to the Tier 2 Watch List from its
previous Tier 3 status, reflecting some efforts to
combat trafficking, particularly concerning forced
labor in the cotton sector and public works.>8>

with a further 3% decline in 2024, due to measures
offering alternatives to custodial sentences, such as
parole and commuted sentences. The occupancy
rate in state prisons stood at 83%.5%

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 5,25
31. EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 1.5/7

Relations between the EU and Turkmenistan are
governed by an Interim Agreement on trade and
trade-related matters, which came into force in
August 2010. This agreement, along with other
joint documents such as the Memorandum of
Understanding on energy cooperation, established
various dialogue platforms covering areas like trade,
human rights, energy and environment. In 2019,
the EU opened a fully-fledged Delegation, signaling
a shared strategic interest in deepening bilateral
relations. The EU aims to strengthen cooperation
with Turkmenistan through the ratification of the
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (PCA),
which would facilitate enhanced dialogue and
cooperation across multiple sectors.
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EU-Turkmenistan relations are steadily deepening,
with cooperation advancing both bilaterally and
within the Central Asia—European Union multilateral
framework. This trajectory was underscored at
the first EU-Central Asia Summit, held on 4 April
2025 in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, which convened
leaders from the European Union and the five
Central Asian states — Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan. During
the summit, the EU reaffirmed its commitment to
supporting the World Trade Organization accession
processes of both Uzbekistan and Turkmenistan,
highlighting trade integration as a key pillar of
regional cooperation.>®

The EU and Turkmenistan convened their 24th



Joint Committee on 7 November in Ashgabat. The
discussions focused on progress in bilateral relations,
with particular attention to trade, connectivity,
energy, and environmental cooperation, among
other areas.>® Both sides underscored the potential
benefits of expanding economic engagement.
The EU reaffirmed its support for Turkmenistan’s
accession to the World Trade Organization,
including via ongoing and forthcoming technical
assistance programs.

Moreover, Turkmenistan: Enhancing Trade
Resilience and Integration Project, funded by the
EU, aims to strengthen policymakers’ capacity for
the WTO accession process. The project provides
support in preparing negotiation documents,
implementing national legislative reforms, and

organizing training sessions for both government
officials and the private sector.>®

In its bid to integrate into the global trading
system, Turkmenistan has taken a series of
formal steps toward accession to the WTO. In
2013, Turkmenistan officially established a state
commission for WTO accession and was granted
observer status in July 2020. The country’s official
application to join the WTO was formally submitted
on 24 November 2021. During a General Council
meeting on 23 February 2022, WTO members
approved its application, granting it the status
of an acceding country (“active observer”). A
Working Group was also established to oversee
Turkmenistan’s WTO accession process, but it has
yet to hold its first meeting.

3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 1/6

The Independent Country Programme Evaluation—
Turkmenistan 2025 report by UNDP highlights
that, although there were notable improvements,
especially in trade facilitation, systemic issues such
as limited access to finance and underdeveloped
value chains have limited the overall effectiveness.>*°

According to the U.S. State Department’s 2025
Investment Climate Statements, Turkmenistan
is considered high risk for U.S. foreign direct
investment (FDI) due to nearly total government
control of the economy, strict foreign travel and
currency controls, endemic corruption, opaque and
burdensome bureaucratic processes, and a weak
commercial law and regulatory framework.>"

The Heritage Foundation’s 2025 Index of
Economic Freedom assigns Turkmenistan a score of
47.1, ranking the country 162nd worldwide. While
this reflects a 0.8-point improvement compared to
the previous year, Turkmenistan remains 37th out

of 39 economies in the Asia—Pacific region, with
its performance below both global and regional
averages. The economy continues to be classified
as “repressed” under the 2025 Index.>?

According to the World Bank, Turkmenistan’s
main economic challenge is converting its
hydrocarbon wealth into diversified, sustainable,
and inclusive growth. To achieve this, the country
needs a market-based diversification strategy,
focusing on business environment reforms, reducing
market distortions, and addressing exchange rate
overvaluation. This would promote private sector
growth, increase productivity, and create jobs.
Additionally, reforms are needed to improve SOE
(State-owned enterprises) governance, enhance
public investment management, better target social
spending, link public wages to performance, and
boost governance and transparency.>

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 1.5/6

Turkmenistan’s ~ economy  continues  to
demonstrate steady growth. In 2024, gross
domestic product (GDP) exceeded 68.7 billion USD,

reflecting a 6.3% increase compared to 2023.
Foreign trade turnover reached 19.8 billion USD
(exports totaling 12.1 billion USD and imports 7.7
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billion USD)>** and 14.1 billion USD during the first
eight months of 2025.5%

Turkmenistan’s  foreign trade turnover with
the European Union exceeded 1.1 billion EUR in
2024, with EU exports to Turkmenistan consisting
of machinery, transport equipment, and chemical
products, and Turkmen exports primarily mineral
raw materials.>®® By the end of 2024, trade
between the U.S. and Turkmenistan reached 218.5
million USD, marking a 93.8% increase compared
to 2023. Turkmenistan’s main exports to the U.S.
include textiles, chemical products, and oil and
gas equipment, while the U.S. supplies aircraft,
electronics, and agricultural machinery.>’

However, Turkmenistan’s trade orientation
remains heavily concentrated toward China. By the
end of 2024, total trade turnover between the two
countries reached 10.6 billion USD, representing
an 11% increase compared to 2023.>® Among
Central Asian countries, Turkmenistan is the most

dependent on China, with trade accounting for
55% of the country’s total foreign trade turnover.>»
Bilateral trade reached 8.34 billion USD between
January and October 2025, reaffirming Beijing's
position as one of Ashgabat's principal trading
partners.%% Turkmen exports — predominantly
natural gas — accounted for over 7 billion USD,
underscoring a persistent structural dependence on
energy exports and a pronounced trade imbalance.
Gas deliveries via the Central Asia—China pipeline
system continue to anchor the strategic partnership,
with Turkmenistan retaining its status as the
region’s largest supplier of natural gas to China.
Trade growth has been driven by rising Chinese
energy demand and deepening cooperation under
the Belt and Road Initiative, while infrastructure
modernization and export diversification remain
critical to rebalancing trade and expanding future
engagement.

3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY'S ECONOMY 1/6

By the end of 2024, total investment in
Turkmenistan’s economy exceeded 12.1 billion USD,
representing a 9% increase year-on-year. Foreign
direct investment accounted for 11.6% of total
investment, up 1.4 percentage points compared
to 2023, and amounted to over 1.4 billion USD,
reflecting an almost 25% annual increase. In the
first eight months of 2025, total investment reached
8.3 billion USD, indicating continued investment
momentum. Investment priorities are concentrated
in the oil and gas sector, petrochemicals, energy,
construction, and the agro-industrial complex.®’

Turkmenistan draws the majority of its foreign
investment from China, with smaller shares from
Malaysia, Turkey, and the UAE. There is growing
European interest in Turkmenistan’s alternative
energy, chemical, and transport infrastructure
projects. A key strategic area highlighted at the
Samarkand summit was the development of
sustainable transport links. The EU reaffirmed its
commitment to invest up to 11.5 billion USD in
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Central Asian infrastructure through the Global
Gateway program, with particular emphasis on the
Trans-Caspian route. For Turkmenistan, this presents
an opportunity to leverage the Turkmenbashi
International Seaport, which currently handles
17-18 million tons of cargo annually, to enhance
regional connectivity and trade.

A notable development was the announcement
that the European Investment Bank (EIB) and
Turkmenistan had begun negotiations on a
framework agreement, which would enable the
bank to operate directly in the country for the
first time.%%2 This represents a strategic milestone,
as access to European financing could facilitate
the modernization of Turkmenistan’s energy and
transport infrastructure.

In this context, as Turkmenistan negotiates
WTO membership, alignment with the European
economic framework enables the country to open
new markets, standardize products, and reduce
trade barriers.
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4.1. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 2/2

Following Azerbaijan’s example, Turkmenistan
adopted a modified Latin alphabet for the
Turkmen language in 1993, a move that
symbolized aspirations for cultural independence
and modernization. The alphabet consists of 30
characters, including eight with diacritical marks,
and does not employ digraphs.

In Turkmenistan’s case, the Latinisation process
was primarily political, symbolizing a break from
the Soviet era and the dominance of the Russian
language, rather than a deliberate strategy
to facilitate broader global or international
integration.®%

4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT INTHE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 1/6

English proficiency in Turkmenistan remains
limited, largely restricted to selective, externally
2024, a UK-
Turkmenistan partnership under the Accelerating

supported  programs.  Since

English Language Learning in Central Asia
initiative has linked Nottingham Trent University
with the Dovletmammet Azadi Turkmen National
Institute of World Languages, embedding inclusive
methodologies in the Pre-Service English Teacher
Training (PRESETT) curriculum to enhance teacher
preparation and support for diverse learners.®%* The
U.S. Embassy supports English education through
teacher training, curriculum development, and

resources. Its American English Program (AEP)
provides intensive year-long instruction aimed at
CEFR B2 proficiency, offering a platform for cross-
cultural engagement with American values and
native speakers.®%

The 2025 EF English Proficiency Index classifies
Turkmenistan as a low-proficiency English country,
with a score of 456 and a global ranking of about
91st.6% This result is consistent with regional
patterns in Central Asia, where neighboring states
also rank in the low or very low proficiency range,
including Kyrgyzstan (101st, 443), Uzbekistan
(104th, 429), Kazakhstan (107th, 417), and
Tajikistan (110th, 409).

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION'S MOVIE THEATERS AND ON
TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL MEDIA 1.5/7

In Turkmenistan, Western film screenings remain
limited and do not constitute a core component
of the cinema market. The exhibition is dominated
by national productions, alongside Russian and
Turkish films and television series, which are
widely broadcasted on state television and shown
in cinemas. While selected Hollywood movies
occasionally pass state censorship, they are typically
screened on a limited basis and often with delays.

According to Kepios/DataReportal, Turkmenistan
had 388,000 active social media accounts in October
2025, representing approximately 5.1% of the
country’s population at year-end.®®” Analysis reveals

that social media user identities in Turkmenistan
grew by 184,000 (+90.1%) from late 2024 to the
end of 2025. Focusing on demographics, data
from leading social media platforms shows that,
by the end of 2025, 376,000 social media users
aged 18 and above were active in Turkmenistan,
representing 7.7% of the adult population. Of
these users, 53.6% were female and 46.4% male.
As of November 2025, Turkmenistan had 466,300
Facebook users (7.3% of the population), with
54.5% women; 447,400 Instagram users (7% of
the population), with 55.2% women; and 74,950
LinkedIn users (1.2% of the population).6%®
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5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 1.5/10
5.1. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 0.5/5

Turkmen citizens primarily travel abroad for work,
with Turkey and Russia as the main destinations.
In 2024, Turkmenistan ranked among the top five
countries for tourist visits to Russia, with 57,400
entries on tourist visas, a 65% increase from 2023
(34,700).6%°  Additionally, since early 2025, at
least 122 Turkmen citizens have reportedly been
recruited to fight in Ukraine alongside Russian
forces,®'° highlighting the intersection of labor

mobility and regional security dynamics.

On June 4, 2025, the White House issued
a presidential proclamation restricting certain
visas for Turkmenistan.®"" Given that only a small
percentage of Turkmen citizens travel to Western
countries, these restrictions are likely to further
limit opportunities for international travel, including

visits to the United States.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 0.5/3

Foreign investment in Turkmenistan remains
limited and heavily concentrated in the energy
sector, where U.S. and European involvement is
primarily represented by major operators such as
ENI and Dragon Qil, as well as key service providers
including Halliburton.

Foreign retail and franchise expansion in
Turkmenistan largely occurs through distribution or
licensing, rather than conventional franchise units.

European franchised chains are largely absent,
with most brands entering via imports or local
distribution. U.S. brands such as Coca-Cola, Pepsi,
and Levi's operate primarily through local bottlers
or licensing partners, without full-scale fast-food,
restaurant, or retail franchise outlets. This pattern
reflects market and regulatory constraints limiting
traditional franchise expansion.

5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 0.5/2

Internet access in Turkmenistan remains severely
constrained by state controls. Connection speeds
are intentionally limited, widespread blocking
restricts access to commonly used applications and
websites, and effective circumvention tools such
as virtual private networks (VPNs) are difficult to
obtain and maintain. Collectively, these measures
significantly impede the population’s ability to
access information and digital services.

The state-owned provider, Turkmentelecom,
maintains a monopoly over internet services,
exercising exclusive control over fixed broadband
and mobile data networks.6? This centralized
structure enables extensive government oversight
and control of online activity.

Turkmenistan has officially launched a 5G mobile
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network in the city of Arkadag, marking a limited
and highly localized deployment of next-generation
mobile  communications.®”®  The deployment
was carried out in partnership with the Chinese
technology firm Huawei, representing a notable
technological upgrade following the introduction
of 4G+ services in February 2025. However,
Turkmenistan in general continues to lag behind
regional peers in mobile broadband infrastructure.
While neighboring countries such as Uzbekistan
and Kazakhstan have achieved near-universal 4G
coverage, and Tajikistan has reached 80 percent,
4G availability in Turkmenistan remains limited to
approximately 67 percent.®’ This gap highlights
structural  deficiencies in  network expansion
and underscores broader constraints on digital
connectivity within the country.
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11. DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 5.5/10

Political freedoms in Ukraine in 2025 remain
partially restricted due to martial law introduced in
February 2022. National elections were postponed
because conducting presidential or parliamentary
polls during full-scale war would pose security risks
and limit access for refugees, IDPs, and frontline
soldiers. Although debated, surveys show most
Ukrainians viewed postponement as appropriate.®'
The institutional framework continues to function:
the parliament operates normally, opposition parties
are present, and the Central Election Commission
maintains professional standards. In September
2025, the parliament (Verkhovna Rada) resumed
live broadcasts of plenary sessions on the Rada TV
channel and YouTube for the first time since the
suspension of coverage following the full-scale
invasion in 2022. Yet the mixed electoral system used
in 2019 was criticized as prone to manipulation and
vote buying. Some opposition MPs face restrictions
such as travel limits or asset freezes.

The Freedom House's 2025 report classifies
Ukraine as “Partly Free” with 51/100 overall and
23/40 for political rights, a decline from pre-war
levels driven by the suspension of elections (the
rating applies only to government-controlled
territories. In previous years, the figure was lower
because it included newly occupied territories).

Bans on political parties have targeted only
organizations that justified or supported Russia’s
aggression. Since 2022, courts have dissolved more
than a dozen pro-Russian parties under wartime
legislation. Some former MPs from banned parties
remain active in new parliament groups.5'® Public

opinion strongly supports limiting actors linked to
the aggressor state, including depriving pro-Russian
MPs of mandates (90%).6"7

Ukrainian media remain pluralistic but operate
under wartime constraints. The state centralized
major TV channels via the “United News" telethon,
and the 2022 Media Law, which entered into force
in 2023, expanded the National Council’'s powers
to impose temporary restrictions on unregistered
online outlets without a court decision in cases
of gross or systematic violations as defined by
law. Freedom House sees risks of administrative
pressure, while RSF (Reporters Without Borders)
argues the law aligns with EU standards. In the
2025 RSF Index, Ukraine ranks 62/180 with a
political score of 64.43 and a safety score of 46.82,
reflecting wartime risks, economic fragility, and
reporting restrictions, especially at the frontline.5'®
Freedom House also notes pressure associated with
the telethon format on major TV channels and the
President’s Office.

According to the European Commission’s 2025

Enlargement Report, the electoral framework
remains conducive to post-war elections.
Several OSCE/ODIHR  recommendations have
been implemented, while outstanding ones

require further reform. Future elections will need
measures to secure voting rights for displaced
citizens and military personnel, update the voter
register, strengthen media freedom and editorial
independence, bolster resilience to cyber and
disinformation threats, and reform political
advertising rules.5™
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1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 7/8

Compared with the situation described in the
2022 Index - when the parliament still included the
explicitly pro-Russian Opposition Platform — For Life
(OPZzh) and some senior MPs publicly advocated
closer ties with China - the 2025 Verkhovna Rada
is fully consolidated around a pro-EU and pro-NATO
position. No party with an alternative geopolitical
orientation remains represented. Most MPs who
previously belonged to banned pro-Russian parties
(e.g., former members of OPZZh) now publicly
uphold Ukraine’s Euro-Atlantic course or act without
promoting pro-Russian policies.

Parliamentary fractions consistently vote for
legislation required under the EU-Ukraine Association
Agreement and the EU accession process. The 2025
EC Enlargement Report®?® confirms cross-party
support for Ukraine’s EU trajectory, describing the
Rada as actively involved in driving reforms across
key chapters of the acquis. No parliamentary party
opposes NATO membership. While individual MPs
may differ on sequencing, institutional design,
or specific reform approaches, none advocates a
departure from the Euro-Atlantic course. This places
Ukraine among the most consistently pro-Western
legislatures in the region.

1.3. PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 6/7

Public-opinion data from 2025 show strong
structural support for Ukraine’s Western orientation.
Support for EU accession stands at 74%,621 while
81.7% — and 92.5% of likely referendum voters
— would vote “yes”. NATO accession also garners
68.5% support (82.9% among likely voters), with
a +61.8 positive/negative perception balance of
NATO.522 On the level of identity, 57% prefer the
European model of development. EU countries
dominate in terms of positive sentiment, reflecting
broadly pro-Western attitudes.®?

However, confidence in Western resolve has
weakened. A KIIS (Kyiv International Institute of
Sociology) report shows an increase in the share
of Ukrainians who believe Europe is “tired” and
inclined to pressure Ukraine toward an unfavorable
peace from 27% to 36%, and similar views about
U.S. policy increased from 38% to 52%. Trust in
the U.S. as a reliable ally dropped from 42% to
38%, despite enduring positive attitudes toward
the country overall .54

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 13/25

2]. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS

OF THE VENICE COMMISSION 5/6

Ukraine continues to engage with the Venice
Commission on laws of constitutional significance,
building on the 2019 constitutional amendments
(Law No. 2680-VIII) that fixed EU and NATO
membership as a strategic objective.®?> A major
step was the adoption of Law No. 3277-IX, which
introduced a new procedure for selecting judges of
the Constitutional Court with the participation of
international experts.52

In its latest opinion CDL-AD(2025)044-e, the
Venice Commission welcomed this reform as an
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important improvement, but noted that several
provisions still carry risks of arbitrary application,
vaguedisciplinary grounds and potentially overbroad
interpretation, which may create vulnerabilities in
later disciplinary stages. The Commission therefore
called for clearer safeguards to ensure coherence
and genuine independence. %’

At the same time, Ukrainian expert organizations
argue that some Commission recommendations,
while based on universal European standards,
do not fully reflect Ukraine’s post-authoritarian



judicial context. They stress that standards such
as broad judicial self-governance or narrowly
framed disciplinary liability can, in Ukrainian
conditions, reinforce impunity rather than protect
independence. Experts also note that earlier
Commission opinions on Constitutional Court
selection required subsequent clarification following

civil society feedback illustrating the need for
continuous dialogue and contextual adaptation.52®

Overall, Ukraine shows political will to follow the
Commission’s guidance, but the effectiveness of
reforms will depend on implementation, particularly
in disciplinary procedures and integrity checks.

2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 3/7

Despite multiple reform cycles, Ukraine’s judiciary
continues to exhibit structural weaknesses that
undermine its independence. This is reflected in
the 2025 World Justice Project Rule of Law Index,
where Ukraine ranks 125th of 143 on the subfactor
“Government powers are effectively limited by the
judiciary” (score 0.31), far below the global (0.52)
and regional (0.36) averages.

Ukraine’s broader rule-of-law performance also
remains weak: the overall score is 0.48 (90th of
143), with particularly low results in Absence of
Corruption (0.33; 117th) and Criminal Justice
(0.37; 97th). These indicators point to persistent
risks of political influence and corruption within
judicial institutions.®* According to the European
Commission’s 2025 Ukraine Report, Parliament’s
failure to appoint internationally vetted candidates
to the Constitutional Court, the ongoing

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 4/6

According to Freedom in the World 2025,
Ukraine remains “Partly Free” with a Civil Liberties
score of 28/60, reflecting wartime restrictions and
persistent structural enforcement gaps.®*? Despite
this, Ukraine maintains alignment with European
human rights standards as a party to the ECHR
and continues EU-driven legislative reforms in anti-
discrimination, gender equality and the protection
of vulnerable groups. In 2025, the Ministry of
Justice renewed consultations with civil society to
update the National Human Rights Strategy and
prepare the 2026-2028 Action Plan.

The 2025 Shadow Reporton Chapter 23 highlights
key implementation shortcomings: the absence of

politicization of the Prosecutor General’s position,
and systemic deficits in integrity-based judicial
and prosecutorial appointments further constrain
judicial independence.®*® Freedom House similarly
notes that reform efforts “have often stalled or
fallen short of expectations.” %!

Some progress has occurred, including the
relaunch of the High Council of Justice and the High
Qualification Commission of Judges, as well as the
adoption of Law No. 3277-IX on a more transparent
selection procedure for Constitutional Court judges
— but implementation remains uneven. By late
2024, nearly 2,000 judicial vacancies were still
unfilled, contributing to severe case backlogs and
limited access to justice. Wartime conditions have
intensified these pressures, with judges and court
staff killed or displaced due to Russian attacks
(Freedom House, 2025).

an updated human rights strategy, inconsistent
procedural safeguards in the justice system, delays
in establishing a reparations mechanism for war-
related violations, and insufficient transparency
and inclusiveness in policymaking. The report
stresses the need for stronger institutional capacity
to ensure effective rights protection under wartime
conditions.®®

Under martial law, Ukraine continues to apply
temporary restrictions under Article 15 of the ECHR.
On4 April 2024, the government submitted a revised
derogation notification that narrowed the list of
suspended rights and restored the full application
of several Convention guarantees, including
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freedom of thought and religion, the prohibition
of discrimination, the right to an effective remedy,
and safeguards concerning restrictions on political
activity of foreigners. Remaining derogations

2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS - 1/6

The share of acquittals that enter into legal force
in Ukraine remains extremely low. According to
official statistics of the Supreme Court, in 2024
courts issued 61,434 convictions, while only 163
individuals were acquitted — approximately 0.27%.

mainly concern freedom of movement, freedom
of assembly and certain aspects of property rights,
and are justified by wartime security conditions.53*

The trend is consistent across previous years: in
2023, there were 206 acquittals against 66,684
convictions (0.3%), and in 2022 — 172 acquittals
out of 49,679 verdicts (0.3%).%3°

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 18/25
3. EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 7/7

Ukraine has been a full member of the World
Trade Organization since 2008, meeting all
accession commitments and participating actively
in WTO bodies and negotiations. Its relationship
with the European Union is governed by the EU-
Ukraine Association Agreement, which entered
fully into force in 2017 and anchors deep political
association and economic integration through the
DCFTA.

Following Russia’s full-scale invasion, Ukraine
applied for EU membership on 28 February 2022 and
was granted candidate status in June 2022. Formal
accession negotiations opened on 25 June 2024,
and by September 2025 the country had completed
the screening of its legislation for compatibility
with the EU acquis. Ukraine also remains engaged
in broader EU cooperation formats, including the
Eastern Partnership.5%®

3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 2.5/6

The Economic Freedom of the World 2025 report
(2023 data) ranks Ukraine 143rd of 165 countries
with an overall score of 5.24/10, reflecting weak
legal protections, regulatory unpredictability,
and limited economic freedom (legal system and
property rights - 4.57; regulation - 4.58).637
Ukraine also performs poorly on the Transparency
International’s Corruption Perceptions Index 2024,
scoring 35/100 and ranking 105th worldwide, which
indicates persistent governance vulnerabilities and
limited transparency in public administration.®®

Historical data from the World Bank’s Doing
Business 2020 placed Ukraine 64th globally,
showing some pre-war reform progress which
has been weakened by wartime disruptions and
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institutional fragility.®® International assessments,
including the U.S. State Department’'s 2025
Investment Climate Statement, note progress in
administrative simplification and digitalization
but highlight enduring structural barriers such
as persistent problems in the judiciary, uneven
regulatory enforcement, risks of unwarranted
inspections and capital restrictions imposed during
martial law. These issues continue to undermine
transparency and predictability for investors.®*° The
Heritage Foundation’s Index of Economic Freedom
remains suspended for Ukraine due to wartime
conditions, preventing comprehensive cross-year

comparisons.®*!



3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 5/6

Ukraine’s trade structure is firmly oriented toward
Western markets. The European Union remains
Ukraine’s largest trading partner: in 2024, the EU
accounted for over 50% of Ukraine's total trade
in goods, including 59.5% of exports and 50.4%
of imports, according to the National Institute for
Strategic Studies.®*? The EU Trade Directorate data
similarly confirm that the EU continues to represent
more than half of Ukraine’s overall goods trade,
consolidating its role as Ukraine’s dominant Western
trading partner. Ukraine’s deepening integration

with the EU is driven by the DCFTA and by the near-
total collapse of trade with Russia, whose share has
fallen to negligible levels since 2022.%43 Ukrainian
exports to the EU are mainly composed of agrifood
products and metal ores. 54

Despite a modest decline in exports to the EU
in early 2025 (-6.1%), due to wartime logistical
constraints, the EU continues to account for well
over half of Ukraine’s total trade, underscoring
Ukraine’s high level of commercial alignment with
Western markets.®#

3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’'S ECONOMY 3.5/6

Western capital remains the dominant source
of Ukraine’s foreign direct investment (FDI),
although wartime risks and structural weaknesses
continue to constrain new inflows. According to
the National Bank of Ukraine (NBU), most FDI stock
is formally attributed to Cyprus, the Netherlands
and Switzerland - jurisdictions widely used for
roundtripping. The NBU estimates that around
24% of all FDI inflows in 2010-2024 consisted of
reinvested Ukrainian funds routed through these
jurisdictions. Among ultimate investor countries,
the largest FDI stocks in 2024 originate from Poland,
France, Saudi Arabia, Sweden and Austria. 4

Net FDI inflows reached USD 3.33 billion in
2024 (around 25% less than in 2023), with 72%
comprising reinvested earnings indicating very
limited entry of new investors.®*” The investment
climate remains difficult: the European Business
Association’s  Investment Index rose to 2.70/5
compared to 2.49 in 2024, yet 71% of surveyed
businesses still assess conditions as unfavourable
due to wartime risks, corruption and judicial
unreliability. At the same time, 72% of companies
already operating in Ukraine report plans to
continue investing.®#®

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 11/15
4. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 1/2

Ukraine's official language, Ukrainian, is written
exclusively in the Cyrillic script; the Latin alphabet
has no official status, and recurring proposals to
introduce a Ukrainian Latin script have never gained
institutional traction. Latin transliteration appears
only in functional contexts, such as standardized
romanisation of proper names in passports, maps
and public signage, but it does not substitute Cyrillic
in domestic use. A limited shift to Latin script has
occurred only within minority-language policy: in
April 2024 the Government approved a new Crimean

Tatar orthography based on the Latin alphabet,
replacing the previously used Cyrillic version.®* This
change applies solely to a minority language and
does not affect the status of Ukrainian.

In the commercial sphere, English-language
branding and Latin-script naming conventions
are widespread, especially among cafés, bars and
consumer brands, but this reflects market trends
rather than any formal Latinisation. Overall, Cyrillic
overwhelmingly dominates written communication

in both public and private domains.
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4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 4/6

According to the EF English Proficiency Index
2025, Ukraine ranks 45th globally with a score
of 526, remaining in the moderate proficiency
category.5*® Survey data indicate a substantial gap
between self-reported and functional skills: a 2023
KIIS poll found that while 51% of adults claim some
knowledge of English, only 23% can read, write,
and communicate at an everyday or professional
level; 14% report some knowledge of German and
7% of French.®’

Government policy increasingly prioritizes foreign
language acquisition. In June 2024, Ukraine
adopted a law designating English as a language
of international communication, introducing
mandatory English proficiency requirements for

certain public officials, expanding its use in public
services, and strengthening English instruction
across the education system — from preschools to
secondary schools.®>? In 2025, the Government
approved a national program to promote English
in 2026-2030.

Despite these measures, overall proficiency in
Western European languages remains uneven.
English language visibility in public spaces is
expanding, but population-wide skills still fall
short of the “high proficiency” threshold. Overall,
Ukraine demonstrates a moderate but steadily
improving level of Western language competence,
consistent with a mid-range score.®>

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN THE NATION’S MOVIE THEATERS
AND ON TV CHANNELS, SHARE OF WESTERN INTERNET SITES AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 6/7

Western media products maintain a dominant
position in Ukraine’s cultural and digital space.
Western films continue to lead cinema screenings,
as American (mostly Hollywood) and European
productions form the core of Ukrainian box-office
revenues,®* while domestic films account for a
smaller share.® On television, Western content
such as films, licensed entertainment formats, and
series remains widely broadcast alongside Ukrainian
programming, supported by long-standing licensing
contracts with U.S. and European distributors. The TV
and video market is dominated by local and Western
streaming platforms (OTT Video), such as MEGOGO,
Sweet.TV, Netflix, which offer a huge selection of
Western films and series.®>* Content consumption is
shifting from traditional TV to online services.
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Western platforms dominate Ukraine’s online
ecosystem. Digital 2026 Ukraine reports 35.3
million internet users (89.6% penetration) and 23
million active social media identities (58.5% of the
population). YouTube (~23M users), TikTok (~19M
users), Facebook (~14.2M), Instagram (~12.6M)
and LinkedIn (~6.3M) are fully accessible and retain
a strong position in entertainment, communication,
and advertising markets.®>” Telegram remains the
top platform for news (used by 72% for news;
81% for
habits rather than government policy.®*® Crucially,

communication), reflecting wartime
no Western platforms are blocked, and Western-
produced media content dominates key segments of
cinema, television, and social media consumption.



5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 8.5/10
51. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 4/5

Since the start of the full-scale invasion, Ukraine
has experienced the largest forced displacement in
Europe since World War 11.5° According to UNHCR,
over 5 million Ukrainian refugees were hosted across
Europe at the end of 2024, primarily in Germany (1.2
million), Poland (991,200) and Czechia (388,400).5%
Independent assessments estimate that around 5.2
million Ukrainians remained abroad as of late 2024.661
In September 2025, 4.3 million Ukrainians held
temporary protection status in EU member states.®62

UNHCR data show that 52% of Ukrainian
refugees have made short-term return visits to
Ukraine, reflecting intense two-way mobility with EU
countries.®® Combine this with Ukraine’s visa-free
regime with the EU that existed since 2017 under
which Ukrainians made nearly 49 million visa-free
trips to EU countries between 2017 and 2020.5%4
This is a reflection of broad real-world exposure
of Ukrainians to Western societies through travel,
work, study and family networks.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 2.5/3

By 2024-2025, Western franchise companies
retain a strong but uneven presence in Ukraine.
Western fast-food chains remain the most visible
segment: McDonald’s continues expanding and
reached 118 restaurants nationwide in 2025,>
while KFC operates actively throughlocal franchisees
and plans further openings.®®® Hesburger has also
maintained operations and invested in production
capacity near Kyiv.%’

Although Western supermarket franchises are
largely absent, METRO Cash & Carry, a German
wholesale retail chain, has remained active in
Ukraine throughout the war. The small Polish chain
Best Market has expressed interest in expanding
when security conditions allow, but this does not
constitute substantial market presence.®6®

A few Western chains left after the invasion, most

notably IKEA, which closed its pick-up points and
a city store in 2022. Western clothing and lifestyle
brands, however, show the strongest post-invasion
rebound. In April 2024, Inditex fully returned
to Ukraine: online stores relaunched on 2 April
and physical stores of Zara, Pull&Bear, Bershka,
Stradivarius, Massimo Dutti, Oysho and Zara Home
reopened on 3 April across Kyiv and other major
cities in Ukraine.®®® H&M also resumed operations
and now maintains multiple active stores in Kyiv
and Lviv.?’° Poland’s LPP Group (Reserved, Cropp,
Mohito, House, Sinsay) has maintained a strong
footprint and continues to open new stores, with
Sinsay showing some of the fastest expansion on
the market.®”" The Danish brand JYSK has kept
nearly all its Ukrainian stores open and continues
planned development.

5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

According to the Digital 2025 report, Ukraine
maintains very high levels of mobile connectivity
and smartphone penetration despite wartime
disruptions. As of January 2025, the country had
56.4 million active mobile connections, equivalent to
147% of the population, reflecting widespread use
of multiple SIM cards. Mobile broadband coverage
is almost universal: 94.1% of all connections
operate on high-speed 3G/4G/5G technologies,
indicating strong nationwide access.®”?

Smartphone usage is likewise exceptionally

high. The 2025 Internews Ukraine survey found
that 91% of Ukrainians use a smartphone as their
primary device for accessing information and
communication. Mobile-based digital services also
remain highly developed. The Diia e-government
platform continues to expand its functionality, with
the number of registered mobile users exceeding 23
million by late 2025 (against a population of 38.3
million). This reflects both widespread smartphone
adoption and deep integration of mobile digital
services into everyday life.®’

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

129



Uzbekistan

435/00

Political
Westernization

Legal
Westernization

Economic
Westernization

Language
and Cultural
Westernization

Lifestyle
Westernization

8/ 1,25

12,25

715 510

1| POLITICAL WESTERNIZATION 8/25

1. DEGREE OF POLITICAL FREEDOM 3/10

Uzbekistan’s political system in 2025 remains
hybrid, being formally pluralistic and increasingly
modernized administratively, yet still characterized
by dominant-party rule and constrained political
competition. Freedom House's Freedom in the
World 2025 again categorizes Uzbekistan as “Not
Free,” assigning the country a total score of 12/100
(2/40 for political rights and 10/60 for civil liberties),
placing it in the lower tier globally.6* Although the
large-scale repression characteristic of the period
prior to 2016 has not returned following the change
of president, political pluralism remains limited, and
the state continues to exercise strong regulatory
control over political expression. The constitutional
amendments adopted in 2023, implemented
throughout 2024-2025, preserved the centrality
of the presidency and did not introduce safeguards
comparable to those in Western democratic
systems. However, public administration reforms
— such as improvements in digital governance,
service delivery, and administrative transparency
— have expanded civic access to state institutions
and introduced governance elements aligned with
Western standards.

In 2025, the state of freedom of expression and

association in Uzbekistan showed both progress
and ongoing challenges.®”> The country continues
to collaborate with UN human rights mechanisms,
including the Special Procedures system and the
follow-up processes to the Universal Periodic Review
(UPR). However, there has not been a country visit
by the UN Special Rapporteur on the independence
of judges and lawyers since the last official mission
in 2019.%¢ Independent bloggers, legal advocates,
and civil society monitors are now operating in a
significantly more open environment than they did
before 2016. Nonetheless, reports from domestic
groups such as Ezgulik®”” and the Public Foundation
for Support and Development of National Mass
Media indicate that administrative pressure, online

monitoring, and targeted intimidation remain
prevalent.
Importantly, unlike fully authoritarian states,

Uzbekistan has maintained technical cooperation
with the OSCE/ODIHR on electoral administration
and political party registration.  While this
cooperation  differentiates  Uzbekistan ~ from
more closed systems, the absence of competitive
opposition and continued executive dominance
limit the overall progress in the country.

1.2. PRO-WESTERN PARTIES IN THE PARLIAMENT 2/8

Uzbekistan's registered political parties —
UzLiDeP, Milliy Tiklanish, Adolat, the People’s
Democratic Party, and the Ecological Party — do
not promote explicitly pro-Western ideological
platforms or call for alignment with Western political
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blocs. The parties endorse the development agenda
articulated in the "Uzbekistan—2030 Strategy,”
and ideological differentiation remains limited. At
the same time, several parliamentary actors have
consistently supported policy reforms that intersect



with Western governance norms: WTO accession,
transparency in public procurement, judicial and
administrative reforms, investor protection, digital
market regulation, and alignment with EU technical
standards. These policy preferences, while not
framed as “pro-Western,” represent functional
Westernization through institutional convergence.
the Oliy Majlis

cooperation

Institutionally, (Parliament)
broad

partners, particularly through contacts with the

maintains with  Western

European Parliament, national parliaments of EU
member states, and various EU-funded projects.

Parliamentary committees take part in dialogues on
trade, environment, digitalization, and justice under
the framework of the EU-Uzbekistan Enhanced
Partnership and Cooperation Agreement (EPCA),
as well as in training activities and study visits
supported by European and other international
donors. These platforms do not create explicitly pro-
Western parties in an ideological sense, but they do
encourage the gradual adoption of international
— often Western — standards in areas such as
rulemaking, oversight, and policy evaluation. This
functional convergence supports awarding a non-
zero but low score (2/8).

1.3. PUBLIC OPINION OF WESTERN CIVILIZATION 3/7

Public-opinion data collected across 2025 by
regional and international survey institutions —
including the Eurasia Group Foundation®® —
show that Uzbeks increasingly favour Western
models in education, technology, health standards,
and governance, even as strategic geopolitical
attitudes remain cautious. According to a nationally
representative survey conducted in Uzbekistan
after Russia’s full-scale invasion of Ukraine, positive
perceptions of the United States are particularly
strong among younger respondents. In the 18-29
age group, 60% reported®”® a positive view of the
U.S., compared to 56% for Russia and 61% for
China, traditionally regarded as a friendly partner.
Among urban youth, support for Western-style
education, university mobility, and labour migration
to Europe increased®® notably in 2025, reflecting

strong cultural and aspirational Westernization.

Geopolitical  preferences, however,
pragmatic. Eurasia Group Foundation surveys from
2025 indicate that only 10-14% of respondents
explicitly support foreign-policy alignment with the
EU or U.S., while the majority favours neutrality
or multi-vector balancing.%®" Western countries
are perceived primarily as sources of opportunity,
innovation, and quality-of-life  improvements
rather than political role models. Nevertheless,
the rising presence of Western cultural content
through YouTube, Instagram, Netflix, and TikTok
— platforms whose penetration rates expanded®?
further in 2025 — continues to reshape societal
attitudes, especially among citizens aged 18-35.
This mixed but positive orientation supports a
moderate score.

remain

2 | LEGAL WESTERNIZATION 11/25
2.1. CONSTITUTIONAL COMPLIANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS

OF THE VENICE COMMISSION 4/6

Uzbekistan continued implementing its 2023
constitutional reform during 2024-2025. The
constitutional amendments  approved® by
referendum on 30 April 2023 expanded the legal
framework for human rights and social guarantees,
with observers noting intentions to enhance
rights protections and institutional obligations.

According®®* to OSCE/ODIHR, the referendum
process was technically well prepared and aimed
at strengthening rights and freedoms. Despite
remaining limitations®® in pluralism, the reform
reflects ongoing legal modernization. Although
Uzbekistan is not a member of the Council of
Europe, cooperation continued through EU and
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Council of Europe rule-of-law engagements on
judicial reform and legislative alignment.®® In 2025,
Uzbekistan continued legal and regulatory reforms
through the updated “Uzbekistan—2030" Strategy,
which was prepared in a new edition by the end
of the year. The revision reflects the government’s
intent to align national policies with international
legal standards and development priorities.5®
Nevertheless, gaps remain between constitutional
text and practical institutional balance. Independent
legal experts note that the 2023 referendum
expanded social and procedural rights but did
not significantly redistribute executive power
or strengthen parliamentary oversight to levels
recommended by the Venice Commission in

comparable assessments. While the Constitution
now includes explicit prohibitions on torture,
protections against unlawful detention, and
guaranteesofjudicialindependence, implementation
mechanisms ~ —  particularly  prosecutorial
oversight and judicial accountability — remain
underdeveloped. The government’s collaboration
with UN human-rights bodies, including the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Human Rights (OHCHR) follow-up procedures®®® in
2025, demonstrates political willingness to continue
alignment with global standards, justifying a
relatively high score compared to other post-Soviet

states outside the Council of Europe.

2.2. INDEPENDENCE OF THE COURTS 3/7

Judicial independence in Uzbekistan remains
in transition, with meaningful improvements in
transparency and digitalization but continuing
structural constraints, especially in cases involving
politically sensitive matters. The World Justice
Project’s Rule of Law Index 2025 ranks Uzbekistan
81st out of 143 countries, with an overall score of
0.50, representing a modest improvement of three
positions compared to 2024.%° Throughout 2025,
the Supreme Court expanded the e-court system,
increased public access to decisions in commercial
and

and administrative courts, strengthened

professional development for judges through

various international cooperation initiatives.

2.3. HUMAN RIGHTS LEGISLATION 3/6

Uzbekistan made notable progress in aligning
its human-rights legislation with international
standards between 2023 and 2025. The adoption
of the Law on Equality and Combating All Forms
of Discrimination (2023), the Law on the Protection
of Women from Violence, and amendments
to the Criminal Procedure Code contributed
to strengthening procedural guarantees and
expanding protections for vulnerable groups.
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At the same time, the judiciary continues to
face long-term institutional challenges typical of
transitioning legal systems. Observers note that,
while impartiality in commercial and civil disputes has
improved, criminal courts continue to show limited
independence, reflecting the historically strong role
of prosecutorial oversight. International partners
— including the UN Office on Drugs and Crime,
the OSCE, and bilateral development agencies —
remain engaged in supporting judicial training,
ethics, and digitalization. Although structural
reforms are ongoing, Uzbekistan's sustained
cooperation with international organizations and
its modernization of court procedures contribute to
a cautiously positive, upward-trending assessment.

In 2025, Uzbekistan continued implementing
recommendations from the UN Universal Periodic
Review (UPR) and engaged actively with UN human-
rights mechanisms in areas such as prevention of
ill-treatment, freedom of expression, and access
to legal aid. The Ombudsman’s Office further
broadened its monitoring and advisory functions,
supported by cooperation with multilateral
partners, including UNDP and EU-funded rule-of-



law initiatives (UNDP Uzbekistan).5°

At the same time, as noted in recent assessments
by international observers, implementation remains
an ongoing challenge typical of transitioning legal
systems. Independent reviews highlight a positive
trend: large-scale arbitrary detentions have become
rare compared to previous decades, while a limited
number of isolated incidents affecting journalists,
civic activists, or online commentators continued to

2.4.NUMBER OF ACQUITTALS 1/6

Uzbekistan’s acquittal rate remains low, although
it has improved compared to earlier decades.
According to the 2024-2025 judicial statistics
released by the Supreme Court acquittals in criminal
cases remain below 2%, reflecting the enduring
dominance of prosecutorial culture inherited from
the Soviet-era system. In the first half of 2025
approximately 204 persons were acquitted by
Courts®??, that indicates decline. While procedural
safeguards have expanded, and court hearings are
more transparent than before 2016, the inertia
of a conviction-oriented judicial mindset persists.
The Supreme Court’s annual reviews emphasize

be documented in 2024-2025.%°" Certain areas of
civic activity — such as NGO registration and public
assembly — remain regulated through formal
procedures that occasionally limit operational
flexibility. Overall, the combination of legislative
improvements, institutional modernization, and
remaining enforcement gaps supports a balanced,
mid-level assessment.

improvements in civil and commercial justice,
but criminal acquittals remain rare, especially in
cases involving state institutions or allegations of
corruption.

Western organizations such as the World Justice
Project, UNODC, and the American Bar Association
(ABA ROLI) note that although Uzbekistan's
legal reforms are promising, the core challenge
lies in shifting institutional culture and ensuring
genuine adversarial balance.®®®> The low acquittal
rate, combined with slow progress in altering
prosecutorial dominance, justifies a low but slowly
improving score.

3 | ECONOMIC WESTERNIZATION 12/25
31.EU AND WTO MEMBERSHIP OR ASSOCIATION 3/7

Uzbekistan intensified its engagement with
Western economic institutions in 2025, with WTO
accession negotiations reaching their most advanced
stage since the country reactivated its application
in 2020. Uzbekistan made steady progress toward
concluding WTO accession negotiations at the
Working Party meeting on 5 November 2025.6%

The government has declared WTO accession a
strategic priority under the *“Uzbekistan-2030"
Strategy and continues receiving technical assistance
from USAID's Trade Program®®> and the EU’s Expert
Facility on Trade®® Cooperation with the European
Union deepened following the signing of the EU-
Uzbekistan Enhanced Partnership and Cooperation
Agreement (EPCA) on 24 October 2025.5%7

The EPCA — once fully signed — will be the

most comprehensive legal framework between
Uzbekistanand the EU, covering trade, environment,
justice, digital governance, and sustainability
standards.%® Uzbekistan remains a beneficiary of the
EU’s GSP+ preferential trade regime, which requires
compliance with 27 international conventions on
human rights, governance, and labor standards.
Still, Uzbekistan is not an EU Associate Member
and remains outside any Western-led trade blocs.
The country continues balancing between diverse
partners, including China, South Korea, the Gulf
states, and the EU. Although the trajectory clearly
points toward increased alignment with Western
trade rules, the lack of finalized WTO membership

and formal EU association keeps the score at 3/7.
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3.2. EASE AND TRANSPARENCY OF DOING BUSINESS 4/6

Uzbekistan’s business climate reforms remained
one of the strongest Westernization drivers in
2025. The country continued deep regulatory
simplification through its “New Regulatory
Policy” framework, rolling out systematic impact
assessments, risk-based inspections, and the
“Digital Business Portal” for licensing and permits.
International financial institutions — including the
EBRD, IFC, and Asian Development Bank — noted
significant improvements in the predictability of
administrative procedures, transparency of public
procurement, and the quality of digital-government
services. The government also advanced work
on aligning national technical regulations with
EU standards, especially in food safety (Codex),
pharmaceuticals (GMP), and consumer-protection
frameworks.

Despite these positive trends, several structural
challenges persist. The private sector continues
to experience regulatory uncertainty, occasional
intervention by sectoral agencies, limited competition
in strategic industries, and inconsistencies between
national and local government decisions. Although
Uzbekistan no longer appears in the discontinued
World Bank Doing Business Index, the EBRD Transition
Report 2024-2025%° highlights improvements in
corporate governance, investment transparency,
and access to finance but notes that rule-of-law
limitations and uneven enforcement remain key
obstacles (EBRD Transition Report). The combination
of extensive modernization efforts, expanding
Western cooperation, and persistent structural issues
justifies a high mid-range score of 4/6.

3.3. WESTERN SHARE IN THE SALES OF GOODS 2/6

Western consumer goods retain a visible but
limited presence in Uzbekistan's retail market.
Demand for Western electronics (Apple, Samsung
U.S. models), pharmaceuticals, cosmetics, and
premium clothing brands continues to grow,
driven by rising incomes, the expansion of malls
in Tashkent and Samarkand, and the proliferation
of online marketplaces serving Western-oriented
consumers. The spread of e-commerce platforms
such as Asaxiy, Uzum, and AliExpress cross-border
channels facilitates imports from the EU, UK, and
U.S., though these flows remain significantly smaller
than imports from China, Turkey, South Korea, and
regional suppliers. According to State Statistics
Agency data’® for 2025, imports from the EU

represent a modest but gradually increasing share
— roughly 10-12% of total imports — compared
to China’s dominant position exceeding 20%.
Western automotive brands (Volkswagen, BMW,
Mercedes-Benz, Opel, Renault) appear mainly
in the premium segment and are limited by high
import tariffs. The domestic market continues
to be dominated by GM Uzbekistan models and
Asian brands such as BYD, Chery, and Hyundai.
Western household goods, cleaning products, and
packaged foods have a niche but stable presence in
upper-middle-class consumption patterns. Overall,
Western goods hold a minority but rising segment

of the consumer market, justifying a 2/6 score.

3.4. WESTERN INVESTMENT IN THE COUNTRY’S ECONOMY 3/6

Western investment flows into Uzbekistan
increased modestly in 2025. The EBRD remained
one of the country’s largest institutional investors,
with its portfolio surpassing 3 billion euros, focusing
on renewable energy (solar and wind), green
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transport, SME finance, and water-management
infrastructure.”’ The European Investment Bank
(EIB) and International Finance Corporation
(IFC) expanded financing for climate resilience,
banking-sector modernization, and industrial



upgrades. The U.S. International Development
Finance Corporation (DFC) announced’® new
exploratory projects in logistics, agribusiness, and
digital infrastructure. European private investment
is present’®® in pharmaceuticals, textiles, agrifood
processing, logistics, and hospitality, including
hotel chains such as Hilton and Marriott.

However, Western FDI remains lower than
investments from China, Russia, Turkey, UAE, and
Saudi Arabia. Chinese capital dominates in energy,
mining, and telecommunications; Gulf funds

are increasingly active in green-energy PPPs and
industrial zones; and Korean companies maintain a
longstanding presence in automotive, chemicals, and
banking. Structural constraints — including regulatory
unpredictability, currency risks, and the limited depth
of domestic capital markets — continue to limit large-
scale Western private-sector inflows. Nevertheless,
the expanding involvement of Western development-
finance institutions and growing Western participation
in renewable energy and ESG-aligned sectors justify a
moderate score of 3/6.

4 | LANGUAGE AND CULTURAL WESTERNIZATION 7/15
4.1. USE OF THE LATIN ALPHABET IN THE NATIVE LANGUAGE 2/2

Uzbekistan remains one of the few post-Soviet
countries — outside the Baltic states — that has
formally adopted the Latin alphabet as the state
script. While the full transition has taken longer
than initially planned, the government reaffirmed’®*
in 2021, 2023, and again in 2024-2025 its
commitment to complete implementation across
public administration, education, media, and legal
documentation. Latin script is already dominant in
all official communications, school curricula, and
digital platforms, and is used consistently by younger
generations. The 2025 monitoring review by the
State Language Agency confirmed that over 90%

of new state signage, websites, and educational
materials now use Latin script exclusively.

Despite occasional coexistence with Cyrillic in
informal settings — particularly in older print
materials and user-generated social media content
— the trajectory of Latinization remains stable
and irreversible. Urban centers, universities, and
government portals operate almost entirely in Latin,
placing Uzbekistan among the most Western-
aligned linguistic environments in the region.
Because the adoption of the Latin script represents a
direct structural Westernization of national written
culture, Uzbekistan receives the maximum score.

4.2. PROPORTION OF THE POPULATION PROFICIENT IN THE MOST COMMON
LANGUAGES OF THE WEST (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, SPANISH) 3/6

English proficiency continued to rise across
Uzbekistan in 2025, driven by strong government
prioritization, the expansion of private language
centres, and increasing student mobility to Europe
and the U.S. According to the EF English Proficiency
Index 2025, Uzbekistan scores 429 points and
ranks 104th out of 123 countries, placing it in
the “low” proficiency band, below the global
average of 488.7% English-medium programs in
schools and universities expanded significantly,
with new partnerships established between Uzbek
institutions and European universities, including
those in Germany, Italy, Poland, the Czech Repubilic,

and the Baltic states. Demand for [ELTS and TOEFL
preparation increased in 2025, with testing centres
reporting higher volumes of test-takers compared
to 2023-2024.

However, proficiency disparities remain large
between urban and rural areas, and between
younger and older generations. While tens of
thousands of Uzbek students now pursue degrees
or vocational training in Western countries —
supported by government scholarships, private
financing, and work-study schemes — English
proficiency in the general population lags behind
East European or Caucasus levels. Knowledge of
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German, French, and Italian remains limited to niche
groups, mostly students, tourism workers, and
professionals. Although the trajectory is strongly

positive, especially among youth aged 15-30, the
structural gap between major cities and the regions
justifies a moderate score of 3/6.

4.3. SHARE OF WESTERN PRODUCTS IN MOVIE THEATERS, TV, AND SOCIAL

MEDIA 2/7

Western cultural content is widely available in
Uzbekistan, particularly through streaming services,
YouTube, Instagram, and TikTok, though its
prevalence varies widely by platform. In cinemas,
Western films — especially Hollywood action,
animation, and comedies — constitute a significant
part of box-office earnings. Cinema operators
and cultural organisers in Tashkent report strong
audience interest in Western film content. European
film festivals showcased’® dozens of movies from
EU countries as part of the 2025 program, and
U.S.-produced films such as recent Hollywood
family and animated features routinely appear in
local cinema listings. Nonetheless, the availability of
certain Western distributors is inconsistent due to
licensing issues and logistical obstacles, resulting in
an irregular release timetable compared to Turkish,
Korean, and domestic films.

On television, things are different. The main
TV channels in Uzbekistan mainly focus on local
programming and popular Turkish dramas and Korean
series. While some Western shows and documentaries

can be found on smaller channels or special packages,
they don’t play a major role on national TV.

In the digital world, the situation looks more
favourable for Western content. A Social media
statistics for Uzbekistan 2025 report’®” found that
a rapidly growing share of Uzbekistan’s population
is online and engaged with digital platforms. By late
2025, internet penetration was estimated at close
to 90% of the population, and active social media
user identities (across major platforms) amounted
to roughly 38 % of the total population, indicating
expanding exposure to global online content,
including Western cultural offerings. However, access
to Western culture can vary by age and location. In
rural areas, people tend to prefer local or regional
content, such as Turkish and Korean films and shows.
Language barriers also limit access for some groups.
Overall, while Western cultural influence is strong
in urban online spaces, it isn't as widespread in
traditional media, which receives a mixed evaluation
(2 out of 7).

5 | LIFESTYLE WESTERNIZATION 5/10

5]. PERCENTAGE OF THE POPULATION WHO HAVE VISITED WESTERN

COUNTRIES 2/5

Uzbek citizens’ outbound mobility increased in
2025, although travel to Europe and North America
remains limited compared to regional destinations.
According to the State Statistics Committee of
Uzbekistan, 7.6 million citizens travelled708
abroad for tourism purposes in 2025, an increase
of 22.2% compared to 2024. Most trips were to
neighbouring Central Asian countries, Russia,
Tarkiye and Saudi Arabia, indicating that regional
mobility continues to dominate outbound flows.

STRATEGEAST WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2026

Growth’® in longer-distance travel reflects gradual
diversification linked to education, labour migration
and  expanding international  partnerships.
Still, the proportion of the total population that has
travelled to the EU, UK, or North America remains
modest when compared to travel to Turkey,
the Gulf States, South Korea, and neighboring
countries. Air connectivity continues to influence

mobility patterns: while direct flights to Germany,



France, and the UK expanded in 2025, most
travel to Western countries still requires transfers
through cities like Istanbul, Dubai, or Abu Dhabi.
Visa requirements and the overall cost of travel limit

accessibility for lower-income groups. Although
travel to the West is increasing steadily, its limited
accessibility for large segments of the population
warrants a score of 2 out of 5.

5.2. PRESENCE OF WESTERN FRANCHISE COMPANIES 1/3

Western franchise companies are increasingly
present in Uzbekistan's retail and service sectors,
though their presence remains limited. The hospitality
industry shows the most significant penetration of
Western brands, with international hotel chains
such as Hilton, Hyatt, Radisson, Accor, and Marriott
expanding into key cities like Tashkent, Samarkand,
Bukhara, and Khiva. This growth is further supported
by a rise in international tourism, including heritage
travel linked to UNESCO initiatives and the "Tourism
Year of Uzbekistan 2024-2025."

In the consumer goods sector, Western brands
such as Coca-Cola, PepsiCo, Nestlé, L'Oréal, Adidas,
and Nike have established strong distribution
networks. However, these brands often operate
through local partners rather than maintaining a
direct corporate presence.

On the other hand, Western fast-food and

retail franchises remain underrepresented in
Uzbekistan. Unlike in countries like Kazakhstan or
Georgia, Uzbekistan has not yet attracted major
restaurant chains such as McDonald’s, Burger
King, or Starbucks. Efforts to introduce global retail
brands into shopping centers have yielded mixed
results, primarily due to high market-entry costs
and regulatory complexities. According to 2025
commercial real estate reviews, Asian brands —
especially those from Turkey and Korea — dominate
the food service and mid-range retail sectors.
While the presence of Western franchises is
noticeable and continues to expand, it is not yet
substantial enough to be considered structurally

significant, resulting in a score of 1 out of 3.

5.3. MOBILE INTERNET COVERAGE, SMARTPHONE USAGE 2/2

Uzbekistan is recognized as one of the most
digitally connected nations in Central Asia,
characterized by near-universal mobile network
coverageand aswiftadoption of digital consumption
habits reminiscent of Western societies. According
to the 2025 Digital Uzbekistan Report, mobile
penetration rates have surpassed  104%,
smartphone usage exceeds 85%, and internet
penetration approaches 80% nationwide.”"® The
predominant mode of internet access for users is
via smartphones, reflecting usage patterns similar
to those found in many Western economies. The
expansion of 4G coverage, along with the ongoing
implementation of 5G pilot projects in Tashkent
and Samarkand, further reinforces these trends.

Digital platforms are the primary conduit for
the diffusion of Western lifestyle elements,
encompassing streaming services, e-commerce,
social media, and digital banking. The country
continues to allocate substantial investments to
enhance digital public services, which, in turn,
foster Western-style digital literacy. Mobile payment
systems, online shopping, and engagement with
global social media are prevalent among the youth,
effectively connecting Uzbekistan with global
lifestyle and consumer trends. Given that digital
coverage and smartphone penetration meet or
exceed standards typically associated with Western
middle-income societies, Uzbekistan is awarded the
maximum score (2/2) for this indicator.
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International Partnership for Human Rights (IPHR), 2025, https:/iphronline.org/wp-
content/uploads/2025/02/kyrgyzstan-upr-summary-of-key-civic-space-issues-and-
recommendations.pdf

Kyrgyzstan at the 49th Session of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) 2025, Geneva
Council for International Affairs and Development, 2025, https://genevacouncil.com/
kyrgyzstan-at-the-49th-session-of-the-universal-periodic-review-upr-2025/

Sadyr Japarov: Great progress has been achieved in the field of justice in recent years,
Vesti.kg, 2024, (in Russian), https://vesti.kg/politika/item/121463-sadyr-zhaparov-za-
poslednie-gody-dostignut-bolshoj-progress-v-sfere-pravosudiya.html

Kyrgyzstan: Free 22 Kempir-Abad Protest Detainees, Human Rights Watch, 2023,
https://www.hrw.org/news/2023/03/20/kyrgyzstan-free-22-kempir-abad-protest-
detainees

Case History: Kamil Ruziev, Asian HRDs (FORUM-ASIA), 2025, https://asianhrds.forum-
asia.org/en/entity/6y6vewukjér

Customs Union and Kyrgyzstan: Economic Effects of Accession, Eurasian Development
Bank (EDB), 2012, (in Russian), https://eabr.org/upload/iblock/e54/a_n5_2012_08.pdf

Kazakhstan responds to Kyrgyzstan's claims to WTO, Qazinform, 2020, https://
gazinform.com/news/kazakhstan-responds-to-kyrgyzstan-s-claims-to-wto_a3622212/

The European Union and the Kyrgyz Republic, EEAS, 2021, https://www.eeas.europa.
eu/kyrgyz-republic/european-union-and-kyrgyz-republic_en

Kyrgyz President denounces politicized sanctions on banks, The Times of Central Asia,
2025, https://timesca.com/kyrgyz-president-denounces-politicized-sanctions-on-banks/

Fiscalization and digitalization: Akylbek Japarov is pleased with the results of KKM
implementation, Kaktus.media, 2022, (in Russian), https://kaktus.media/doc/471277_
fiskalizaciia_i_cifrovizaciia._akylbek_japarov_dovolen_rezyltatami_vnedreniia_kkm.html

Rate reductions and VAT exemptions: Amendments to the Tax Code approved, 24 kg
news agency, 2024, (in Russian), https://24.kg/ekonomika/300067_snijenie_stavok_
osvobojdenie_otnds_odobrenyi_popravki_vnalogovyiy_kodeks/

Amid Protests, Kyrgyzstan Delays New Tax Regulations, Catherine Putz, The Diplomat,
2023, https://thediplomat.com/2023/12/amid-protests-kyrgyzstan-delays-new-tax-
regulations/

Top 10 largest objects returned by SCNS: 47 billion soms for four years, 24.kg news
agency, 2025, https://24.kg/english/336435_Top_10_largest_objects_returned_by_
SCNS_47_billion_soms_for_four_years/

In five years of fighting corruption, 300 billion soms have been returned to the state,
24.kg news agency, 2025, (in Russian), https://24.kg/vlast/353978_zapyat_let_borbyi_
skorruptsiey_gosudarstvu_vozvraschenyi_300_milliardov_somov/

Corruption Perception Index 2023: Kyrgyzstan, Transparency International Kyrgyzstan,
2024, (in Russian), https://transparency.kg/news/2/78.html

CPI 2023: Kyrgyzstan, Transparency International, 2024, https:/Avww.transparency.
org/en/countries/kyrgyzstan

Index of Economic Freedom: Kyrgyz Republic, The Heritage Foundation, 2025, https://
www.heritage.org/index/pages/country-pages/kyrgyz-rep
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Kyrgyzstan Economic Indicators, Trading Economics, 2025, https://tradingeconomics.
com/kyrgyzstan/indicators

Kyrgyz Republic Trade Summary, World Bank (WITS), 2024, https://wits.worldbank.org/
CountrySnapshot/en/KGZ

Economic relations between Kyrgyzstan and the European Union are developing,
International Business Council (IBC), 2024, https://www.ibc.kg/en/news/ibc/6216_
economic_relations_between_kyrgyzstan_and_the_european_union_are_developing_

First PPP project to build major railway launched in Kyrgyzstan, The Times of Central
Asia, 2025, https://timesca.com/first-ppp-project-to-build-major-railway-launched-in-
kyrgyzstan/

Investments Statistics, National Statistical Committee of the Kyrgyz Republic, 2025, (in
Russian), https://stat.gov.kg/ru/statistics/investicii/

How Russia protects the Russian language in Kyrgyzstan, Factcheck.kg, 2023, (in
Russian), https://factcheck.kg/kak-rossiya-zashhishhaet-russkij-yazyk-v-kyrgyzstane/

Erdodan presents Turkic leaders with book printed in common Turkic alphabet, 24.kg
news agency, 2025, https://24.kg/english/346571_Erdoan_presents_Turkic_leaders_
with_book_printed_in_common_Turkic_alphabet/

National Poll of Kyrgyzstan: December 2023 — January 2024, International Republican
Institute (IRI), 2024, https://www.iri.org/resources/national-poll-of-kyrgyzstan-dec-
2023-jan-2024/

EF English Proficiency Index: Kyrgyzstan, EF Education First, 2025, https://www.ef.com/
wwen/epi/regions/asia/kyrgyzstan/

Movie Schedule and Cinema Listings, Cinematica, 2026, https:/cinematica.kg

TV Channel List and Packages, Aknet, 2026, (in Russian), https://www.aknet.kg/files/
channel/first_new.html

Digital 2026: Kyrgyzstan, DataReportal, 2026, https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-
2026-kyrgyzstan

List of TV and Radio Channels, National Radio and Television Corporation (UTRK),
2026, (in Russian), https:/rpo.kg/channels/

Migrants from Kyrgyzstan move en masse to EU countries: causes and consequences,
News.kg, 2025, (in Russian), https:/news.kg/2025/01/2 1/migranty-iz-kyrgyzstana-
massovo-perebirajutsja-v-strany-es-prichiny-i-posledstvija/

Market analysis: Why there are no Zara and H&M stores in Kyrgyzstan; Local
marketplaces and Glovo’s progress, Economist.kg / Akchabar, 2021-2023, (in Russian),
https://economist.kg/biznes/2021/02/23/pochemu-v-kyrgyzstane-net-bulkov-zara-i-h-
m-otvet-marketologa/

Glovo: Three years later — what the company has achieved in Kyrgyzstan and

what it strives for, Economist.kg, 2023, (in Russian), https://economist.kg/novosti-
kompanii/2023/11/24/glovo-tri-ghoda-chiegho-dobilas-kompaniia-v-kyrghyzstanie-i-k-
chiemu-striemitsia/

Digital 2025: Kyrgyzstan, DataReportal, 2025, https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-
2025-kyrgyzstan

Freedom in the World: Latvia, Freedom House, 2025, https:/freedomhouse.org/
country/latvia/freedom-world/2025

Latvian non-citizens are permanent residents who were citizens of the USSR before its
dissolution and who have not obtained citizenship of any state since. Until 1 January
2020, parents with this status could choose whether their newborn children would
receive non-citizen status or Latvian citizenship.

The process of acquisition of the citizenship of Latvia (as on June 30, 2025), Office of
the Citizenship and Migration Affairs of the Republic of Latvia, 23.07.2025, https://
www.pmlp.gov.lv/en/naturalization
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2024 Rule of Law Report: Country Chapter on the Rule of Law Situation in Latvia,
European Commission, 24.07.2024,
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52024SC0814

Latvijas sabiedriskais medijs. MPs postpone the introduction of greater transparency in
the field of interest lobbying, LSM.lv, 25.05.2025,
https://www.lsm.lv/raksts/zinas/latvija/25.05.2025-deputati-atliek-lielakas-atklatibas-
ieviesanu-interesu-lobesanas-joma.a600454/

Internal Democracy of Political Parties in Latvia, Transparency International
Latvia (Delna), 2023, https://delna.lv/iwp-content/uploads/2023/10/DELNA_
PARTUUIEKSEJADEMOKRATIA_PETIJUMS.pdf

Freedom in the World: Latvia, Freedom House, 2025, https:/freedomhouse.org/
country/latvia/freedom-world/2025

Media Freedom Index 2025: Latvia, Reporters without Borders, 2025,
https://rsf.org/en/country/latvia

2024 Rule of Law Report: Country Chapter on the Rule of Law Situation in Latvia,
European Commission, 24.07.2024,
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52024SC0814

Security Service proposes to prosecute Roslikovs for inciting hatred ( in Latvian), LSM.
lv, 14.11.2025, https://www.Ism.Iv/raksts/zinas/latvija/14.11.2025-drosibas-dienests-
rosina-roslikovu-saukt-pie-kriminalatbildibas-par-naida-izraisisanu.a622500/

Latvia First party video (in Latvian), TikTok @latvijapirmajavieta, https://Awww.tiktok.
com/@latvijapirmajavieta/video/7578896016959638806

Two thirds (67 %) of Latvian residents evaluate Latvia’s membership in the European
Union positively (Available in Latvian), Kantar, 09.05.2025, https://www.kantar.lv/
divas-tresdalas-67-latvijas-iedzivotaju-pozitivi-verte-latvijas-dalibu-eiropas-savieniba/

Ibid

Survey: European residents want the EU to protect them and act in unity (Available
in Latvian), Latvijas Véstnesis, 25.03.2025, https://lvportals.lv/dienaskartiba/374228-
aptauja-eiropas-iedzivotaji-velas-lai-es-vinus-aizsarga-un-rikojas-vienoti-2025

Krasnickis A., Survey: Less than half of residents believe that NATO allies would fight
for Latvia (Available in Latvian), LSM.lv, 18.03.2025, https:/www.lsm.Iv/raksts/zinas/
latvija/18.03.2025-aptauja-mazak-neka-puse-iedzivotaju-tic-ka-nato-sabiedrotie-
karotu-par-latviju.a591798/

Security Radar 2025: Europe — Lost in Geopolitics, Friedrich Ebert Stiftung, February
2025, https://library.fes.de/pdf-files/bueros/wien/21865.pdf

The World Bank Prosperity Data360: Latvia, The World Bank Group, 2025, https://
documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099756510162522469/pdf/IDU-e9¢932b1-
b2ef-4705-a061-c2afe6e6cde0.pdf

Country Graph. Latvia. V-Dem. https://v-dem.net/data_analysis/CountryGraph/

WIJP Rule of Law Index Latvia, World Justice Project, 2025, https://worldjusticeproject.
org/rule-of-law-index/global/2025/Latvia/

The World Bank Prosperity Data360: Latvia, The World Bank Group, 2025, https:/
documents1.worldbank.org/curated/en/099756510162522469/pdf/IDU-€9c932b1-
b2ef-4705-a061-c2afe6e6cde0.pdf

2024 Rule of Law Report: Country Chapter on the Rule of Law Situation in Latvia,
European Commission, 24.07.2024,
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex:52024SC0814
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Blumberga-Svéde S., Nulle A., European Commission report on the rule of law
situation in Latvia: no significant progress in previously provided recommendations
(Available in Latvian), LV portals, 05.08.2025, https://lvportals.lv/tiesas/379054-eiropas-
komisijas-zinojums-par-tiesiskuma-situaciju-latvija-nav-butiska-progresa-ieprieks-
sniegtajas-rekomendacijas-2025

Ombudsman of the Republic of Latvia, About Us (Available in Latvian), Ties@bsargs,
2025, https://www.tiesibsargs.Iv/par-mums/

Freedom in the World: Latvia, Freedom House, 2025, https:/freedomhouse.org/
country/latvia/freedom-world/2025

ECRI Report on Latvia (sixth monitoring cycle), European Commission Against Racism
and Intolerance, August 2025, https://rm.coe.int/sixth-report-on-latvia-translation-in-
latvian-/1680b66aec

First-time measurement of public legal literacy conducted in Latvia (Available in
Latvian), Latvijas Véstnesis, 03.09.2025, https://Ilvportals.lvivwwraksti/TEMAS/FAILI/
LATVIJAS_IEDZIVOTAJU_TIESIBPRATIBA_2025.PDF

Report of the Prosecutor General of the Republic of Latvia on the work accomplished
in 2024 and action priorities for 2025 (Available in Latvian), Prosecution Office of the
Republic of Latvia, 2025, https://www.prokuratura.lv/media/newsfiles/Zinojums_2024.
pdf

Country Report Latvia 2024, European Commission, 19.06.2024 https://economy-
finance.ec.europa.eu/publications/2024-european-semester-country-reports_en

Latvia: Economic Freedom, Overall Index, The Global Economy, 2025, https:/Avww.
theglobaleconomy.com/Latvia/economic_freedom/

DESI Indicators 2024, European Commission, 2024, https://digital-decade-desi.digi-
tal-strategy.ec.europa.eu/datasets/desi/charts/desi-indicators?period=desi_2024&indi-
cator=desi_dps_biz&breakdown=total&unit=egov_score&country=AT,BE,BG,HR,-
CY,CZ,DK,EE,EU,FI,FR,DE,EL,HU,IE,IT,LV,LT,LU,MT,NL,PL,PT,RO,SK,SI,ES,SE

Competition Council, Competition Council together with the OECD and competition
authorities of five other countries will implement a project on the prevention of cartels
in public procurement (Available in Latvian), Competition Council of the Republic

of Latvia, 24.09.2025, https://www.kp.gov.Iv/Iv/jaunums/konkurences-padome-ko-
pa-ar-oecd-un-piecu-citu-valstu-konkurences-iestadem-istenos-projektu-par-karte-
lu-noversanu-publiskajos-iepirkumos?utm_source=https % 3A%2F % 2Fwww.google.
com%2F

Our Work in Latvia, Transparency International, https:/Avww.transparency.org/en/
countries/latvia

Country Report Latvia 2024, European Commission, 19.06.2024 https://economy-fi-
nance.ec.europa.eu/publications/2024-european-semester-country-reports_en

Latvian Central Statistics Bureau (2025). Latvijas aréja tirdznieciba. Latvian Central
Statistics Bureau. Available at: https://eksports.csb.gov.Iv/Iv/months/countries/im-
port/2025M09

LIAA attracts €156 million in investments in the first half of 2025, supporting the
creation of 545 new jobs, Investment and Development Agency of Latvia, 27.06.2025,
https://www.liaa.gov.Iv/en/article/liaa-attracts-eu156-million-investments-first-half-
2025-supporting-creation-545-new-jobs?utm_source=chatgpt.com

OECD Economic Surveys: Latvia 2024, OECD, April 2024, https://www.oecd.org/con-
tent/dam/oecd/en/publications/reports/2024/04/0ecd-economic-surveys-latvia-2024 _
e4f4bb60/dfeae75b-en.pdf

Latvians do well for foreign language skills, LSM.lv, 21.10.2024,
https://eng.lsm.Iv/article/society/education/21.10.2024-latvians-do-well-for-foreign-
language-skills.a572411/
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LETA, CSB: In Latvia, 89% of residents whose native language is not Latvian are able to
communicate in the Latvian language (Available in Latvian), TV3, 23.10.2023, https://
tv3.lv/zinas/latvija/sabiedriba/csp-latvija-89-iedzivotaju-kuru-dzimta-valoda-nav-latvie-
su-spej-sazinaties-latviesu-valoda/

Last year, Latvian films in cinemas were visited by almost three times more viewers
than in 2023 (Available in Latvian), LSM.lv, 11.02.2025, https://www.lsm.Iv/raksts/
kultura/kino-foto-un-tv/11.02.2025-pern-latvijas-filmas-kinoteatros-apmeklejusi-gan-
driz-trisreiz-vairak-skatitaju-neka-2023-gada.a587335/

Study on the media content consumption habits of the Latvian population (Available in
Latvian), NEPLP, 09.-11.2024, https://Awww.neplp.Iv/Iv/media/9474/download?attach-
ment

Ibid.
Ibid.

Ministry of Smart Administration and Regional Development, Latvia moves towards the
digital decade goals with an emphasis on digitalization and cybersecurity (Available in
Latvian), LV portals, 17.06.2025, https://lvportals.lv/dienaskartiba/377494-latvija-virzas-
uz-digitalas-desmitgades-merkiem-ar-uzsvaru-uz-digitalizaciju-un-kiberdrosibu-2025

Central Statistical Bureau, One-third of Latvia’s population already uses artificial
intelligence — youth are the most active (Available in Latvian), Official Statistics
Portal, 05.11.2025, https://stat.gov.Iv/lv/statistikas-temas/informacijas-tehn/ikt-
majsaimniecibas/preses-relizes/24720-iedzivotaju-interneta

Luminor, Residents in Latvia use mobile phones for payments more frequently than the
European average (Available in Latvian), Luminor, 02.09.2025, https://www.luminor.
Iv/Iv/jaunumi/latvija-biezak-neka-eiropa-videji-iedzivotaji-norekinos-izmanto-mobilo-
telefonu

Freedom in the World Lithuania 2025, Freedom House, 2025, https:/freedomhouse.
org/country/lithuania/freedom-world/2025

Lithuanian government resigns following PM Paluckas’ decision to step down;
Lithuania 2024, LRT, 04.08.2025, https://Awww.Irt.It/en/news-in-english/19/2633094/
lithuanian-government-resigns-following-pm-paluckas-decision-to-step-down

Government formation in Lithuania; Lithuania 2025, Konrad-Adenauer-Stiftung,
August 2024, https://www.kas.de/en/country-reports/detail/-/content/government-
formation-in-lithuania.

Survey: public trust in the Government has increased;(in Lithuanian) Lithuania 2025,
Lrytas.lt., 22.02.2025, https://www.Irytas.It/lietuvosdiena/aktualijos/2025/02/22/news/
apklausa-ugtelejo-visuomenes-pasitikejimas-vyriausybe-36597108

Latest poll: public trust in “Sodra” has fallen; (in Lithuanian)Lithuania 2025, Alfa.lt,
03.05.2025, https://www.alfa.lt/aktualijos/lietuva/naujausia-apklausa-krito-visuomenes-
pasitikejimas-sodra/-40359488/

Residents have spoken: less trust in the military and the President’s Office;(in
Lithuanian) Lithuania 2025, TV3., https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/lietuva/gyventojai-
pasisake-maziau-pasitiki-kariuomene-ir-prezidentura-n1463789.

Latest poll: public trust in Ruginiené’s Government has declined; (in Lithuanian)
Lithuania 2025, TV3.It, 25.11.2025, https://www.tv3.It/naujiena/lietuva/naujausia-
apklausa-smuko-visuomenes-pasitikejimas-ruginienes-vyriausybe-n 1469888

Latest poll: the public trusts the military and police the most, and the Seimas the
least;(in Lithuanian) Lithuania 2025, Delfi.lt,https://www.delfi.lt/news/daily/lithuania/
naujausia-apklausa-visuomene-labiausiai-pasitiki-kariuomene-ir-policija-maziausiai-
seimu-120068744

Protests over media freedom in Lithuania continue — here’s what you need to know,
2025, LRT, 18.12.2025, https://www.Irt.It/en/news-in-english/19/2778336/protests-
over-media-freedom-in-lithuania-continue-here-s-what-you-need-to-know
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Lithuania Fights for Freedom of Speech: Society Defends Public Broadcaster LRT,
InsightNews, 23.12.2025, https://insightnews.media/lithuania-fights-for-freedom-of-
speech-society-defends-public-broadcaster-Irt/

Lithuania’s leaders agree on 5.5% GDP military spending; (in Lithuanian) Lithuania
2025, LRT, 17.01.2025, https://Awww.Irt.It/en/news-in-english/19/2462751/lithuania-s-
leaders-agree-on-5-5-gdp-military-spending.

Lithuania plans to spend 5.25% of GDP on military next year — PM; Lithuania 2025,
LRT, 21.03.2025, https://www.Irt.It/en/news-in-english/19/2518057/lithuania-plans-to-
spend-5-25-of-gdp-on-military-next-year-pm.

Lithuanian government approves 2026 draft budget with record defence spending;
Lithuania 2025, LRT, https://www.Irt.[t/en/news-in-english/19/2716517/lithuanian-
government-approves-2026-draft-budget-with-record-defence-spending

Half of Lithuania’s population supports a defense budget of 5.38% of GDP (in
Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, MadeinVilnius.It, 11.02.2025, https://madeinvilnius.It/
naujienos/lietuvos-naujienos/538-proc-bvp-siekianciam-gynybos-biudzetui-pritaria-
puse-lietuvos-gyventoju/.

Lithuania Weekly: Silent protest sparks debate over coalition controversy; Lithuania
2024, Baltic Disinfo, 18.11.2024, https://balticdisinfo.eu/lithuania-weekly-silent-
protest-sparks-debate-over-coalition-controversy/

Media: Nemuno Ausra was financed by a Russian oligarch’s confidant; Lithuania 2025,
Lrytas.It, https://www.Irytas.|t/english/politics/2025/07/07/news/media-nemuno-ausra-
was-financed-by-a-russian-oligarch-s-confidant-38579297.

Culture at Risk: A Call for Solidarity from Lithuania; Lithuania 2025, Dance.lt,
23.10.2025, https:/dance.lt/new/en/2025/10/23/17893/

Public opinion poll: Lithuania trusts the Armed Forces, our Allies, and would take part
in armed defence of the country; Lithuania 2025, Ministry of National Defence (KAM),
23.02.2025, https://kam.It/en/public-opinion-poll-lithuania-trusts-the-armed-forces-
our-allies-and-would-take-part-in-armed-defence-of-the-country/.

Eurobarometer 102 - Spring 2025: Public opinion in the European Union; Lithuania
2025, European Commission, 11.01.2025, https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/
deliverable/download/file?deliverableld=98646

Ibid
2025 Rule of Law Report Country Chapter on the rule of law situation in
Lithuania; Lithuania 2025, European Commission, 08.07.2025, https://commission.

europa.eu/document/download/8db3f59c-a364-4aca-aa3b-4223cb268f8d_
en?filename=19_1_63952_coun_chap_lithuania_en.pdf.

Ibid
2024 report on the activities of Lithuanian courts; Lithuania 2025, Vilnius City District

Court, https://vilniausmiesto.teismas.lt/en/news/2024-report-on-the-activities-of-
lithuanian-courts/953.

2025 Rule of Law Report Country Chapter on the rule of law situation in
Lithuania; Lithuania 2025, European Commission, 08.07.2025, https://commission.
europa.eu/document/download/8db3f59c-a364-4aca-aa3b-4223ch268f8d_
en?filename=19_1_63952_coun_chap_lithuania_en.pdf.

Lithuanian PM backs ratification of Istanbul Convention; Lithuania 2025, Delfi.lt, , 25.
30.10, https://www.delfi.It/en/politics/lithuanian-pm-backs-ratification-of-istanbul-
convention-120168037.

2025 National Report on Migration and Integration: Lithuania; Lithuania 2025,
Migration Policy Group (MPG), 15.08.2025, https://www.migpolgroup.com/wp-
content/uploads/2025/08/2025-LT-Country-report-ND-final-for-web.pdf.
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Amnesty International Report 2024/25: The state of the world’s human rights
(Lithuania chapter); Lithuania 2025, Amnesty International, https:/Avww.amnesty.org/
en/documents/eur53/9212/2025/en/

2024 Human Rights Situation Monitoring Report in Lithuania (in Lithuanian); Lithuania
2025, Office of the Equal Opportunities Ombudsperson (LRSKI), https://Awww.Irski.
[t/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/2024-metu-zmogaus-teisiu-padeties-Lietuvoje-
stebesenos-ataskaita-ISSN-3030-1343.pdf.

2025 Rule of Law Report Country Chapter on the rule of law situation in
Lithuania; Lithuania 2025, European Commission, 08.07.2025, https://commission.
europa.eu/document/download/8db3f59c-a364-4aca-aa3b-4223cb268f8d_
en?filename=19_1_63952_coun_chap_lithuania_en.pdf.

2024 Index of Economic Freedom: Lithuania; Lithuania 2024, The Heritage Foundation,
2024, https://www.heritage.org/index/pages/country-pages/lithuania.

Lithuania scores 63 points and ranks 32nd in the world on the Corruption Perceptions
Index; Lithuania 2025, Transparency International Lithuania,, https://transparency.
[t/en/lithuania-scores-63-points-and-ranks-32nd-in-the-world-on-the-corruption-
perceptions-index/.

Allianz Country Risk Report: Lithuania; Lithuania 2025, Allianz, https://www.allianz.
com/en/economic_research/country-and-sector-risk/country-risk/lithuania.html.

Employment and unemployment in 2024 (in Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, State Data
Agency (OSP), https://osp.stat.gov.lt/informaciniai-pranesimai?articleld=14262985

Construction of the Rheinmetall ammunition plant in Baisogala launched with an
official ceremony; Lithuania 2025, Ministry of Energy of the Republic of Lithuania,
https://enmin.Irv.[t/en/news/construction-of-the-rheinmetall-ammunition-plant-in-
baisogala-launched-with-an-official-ceremony-fOPG/.

Groundbreaking ceremony for munitions factory in Lithuania; Lithuania

2025, Rheinmetall AG, https://www.rheinmetall.com/en/media/news-watch/
news/2025/11/2025-11-04-groundbreaking-ceremony-for-munitions-factory-in-
lithuania.

Lithuania and NIB signed a EUR 400 million loan agreement for the country’s
security (in Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, Verslo Blinios (vz.It),, https://www.vz.lt/verslo-
aplinka/2025/05/06/lietuva-ir-nib-pasirase-400-min-eur-paskolos-salies-saugumui-
sutarti-567433.

Direct foreign investment in Lithuania by country (in Lithuanian); Lithuania 2024,
Bank of Lithuania (Lietuvos bankas), 2024, https:/www.lb.It/It/tiesiogines-uzsienio-
investicijos-lietuvoje-pagal-sali-1.

EF English Proficiency Index: Lithuania; Lithuania 2025, EF Education First, 2025,
https:.//www.ef.com/wwen/epi/regions/europe/lithuania/.

Eurobarometer: Public opinion in the European Union (National report - Lithuania);
Lithuania 2025, European Commission, 2025, https://europa.eu/eurobarometer/api/
deliverable/download/file?deliverableld=92664.

German military presence in Lithuania (Lithuanian Brigade) (in Lithuanian); Lithuania
2025, German Embassy Vilnius (Deutsche Botschaft Wilna), 2025, https://vilnius.diplo.
de/lt-lt/themen/2721656-2721656

The demand for German language in Lithuania is at a record high: what businesses
are looking for and what is happening in schools (in Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, tv3.It
https://www.tv3.lt/naujiena/lietuva/vokieciu-kalbos-poreikis-lietuvoje-rekordinis-stai-ko-
iesko-verslai-ir-kas-vyksta-mokyklose-n1452471.

Twice as less Russian language in Vilnius schools, popularity of EU languages

is growing (in Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, LRT.It, https://www.Irt.It/naujienos/
svietimas/45/27 16397 Nvilniaus-mokyklose-dvigubai-maziau-rusu-kalbos-auga-es-kalbu-
populiarumas
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The demand for German language in Lithuania is at a record high: what businesses
are looking for and what is happening in schools (in Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, tv3.It
https://www.tv3.It/naujiena/lietuva/vokieciu-kalbos-poreikis-lietuvoje-rekordinis-stai-ko-
iesko-verslai-ir-kas-vyksta-mokyklose-n1452471.

Film Industry in Latvia/Baltics: Facts & Figures ; Latvia 2025, National Film Centre of
Latvia, 2025, https://www.nkc.gov.lv/en/media/18120/download?attachment.

Lithuanians remain loyal to Facebook, but eyes are increasingly turning to TikTok

(in Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, Verslo Blinios (vz.It), 29.11.2025, https://www.vz.It/
rinkodara/2025/11/29/lietuviai-lieka-istikimi-facebook-bet-akys-vis-dazniau-krypsta-i-
tiktok-576231.

https:.//www.Irytas.|t/it/ismanyk/2025/06/17/news/televizija-youtube-ar-netflix-
issiaiskino-kas-ka-ziuri-lietuvoje-38313042

Lithuanians remain loyal to Facebook, but eyes are increasingly turning to TikTok

(in Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, Verslo zinios (vz.It), 29.11.2025, https://www.vz.It/
rinkodara/2025/11/29/lietuviai-lieka-istikimi-facebook-bet-akys-vis-dazniau-krypsta-i-
tiktok-576231.

TV, YouTube or Netflix: it's clear who watches what in Lithuania (in Lithuanian);
Lithuania 2025, Irytas.It,, https:/Awvww.lrytas.It/it/ismanyk/2025/06/17/news/televizija-
youtube-ar-netflix-issiaiskino-kas-ka-ziuri-lietuvoje-38313042.

Tourism in Lithuania; Lithuania 2025, State Data Agency (OSP), 2025, https://osp.stat.
gov.lt/en/turizmas .

Hesburger internationally; Lithuania 2025, Hesburger, 2025, https://www.hesburger.
com/about-hesburger/company/hesburger-internationally?utm_source=chatgpt.com.

RRT: The number of 5G users in Lithuania jumped twofold over the year (in
Lithuanian); Lithuania 2025, Communications Regulatory Authority (RRT), https:/Avww.
rrt.[t/rrt-5g-naudotoju-skaicius-lietuvoje-per-metus-soktelejo-dvigubai/?highlight=%20
5G%20networks%?20covered%20around%2099.7%25%20

Digital 2026: Lithuania; Lithuania 2026, DataReportal, https://datareportal.com/
reports/digital-2026-lithuania.

Republic of Moldova, Presidential Election and Constitutional Referendum, 20
October and 3 November 2024: OSCE/ODIHR Election Observation Mission Final
Report; Moldova 2025, OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human

Rights (ODIHR), 14.03.2025, https://odihr.osce.org/sites/default/files/documents/
official_documents/2025/12/MLD %202024_presidential_const_referendum_FR_%20
14.03.2025.pdf

Promo-LEX Election Observation Mission: Summary statement of findings and
conclusions on the September 28 parliamentary elections in the Republic of Moldova;
Moldova 2025, Promo-LEX, 29.09.2025, https:/promolex.md/en/promo-lex-election-
observation-mission-summary-statement-of-findings-and-conclusions-on-the-
september-28-parliamentary-elections-in-the-republic-of-moldova/

Moldova says Russian agents spent 200 min euro to rig votes last year; Moldova 2025,
Reuters, https:.//www.reuters.com/world/europe/moldova-says-russian-agents-spent-
200-mln-euro-rig-votes-last-year-2025-04-02/

A technocrat for tough times: Moldova’s new government; 2025, Centre for Eastern
Studies (OSW), 31.10.2025, https://www.osw.waw.pl/en/publikacje/analyses/2025-10-
31/a-technocrat-tough-times-moldovas-new-government

Institute for Public Policy (IPP) - Official Website; Moldova, Institute for Public Policy
(IPP), https://ipp.md/en/.

Barometer of Public Opinion (BOP) - Official Website; Moldova 2026, Institute for
Public Policy (IPP), 2026, http://bop.ipp.md/en.

Ibid
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Ibid
Ibid

9 Steps to the European Union — Progress Monitoring Report; Moldova, Institute for
European Policies and Reforms (IPRE), https://9pasi.euromonitor.md/en.

European Commission declares Moldova as a candidate for EU membership; European
Union/Moldova 2022, European Commission, 17.06.2022, https://ec.europa.eu/
commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_22_3790

Moldova Report 2025: Communication from the Commission to the European
Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the
Committee of the Regions; European Commission, 29.10.2025, https:/enlargement.
ec.europa.eu/document/download/23fa6af0-89b3-4532-a3d9-d1638727d14c_
en?filename=moldova-report-2025.pdf

Government Activity Program “EU, Peace, Development”; Moldova 2025,
Government of the Republic of Moldova, https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1G8S7tly7YMdz1vA67ZKSvHmsjg6_YS8T/edit

Annual Report on the Observance of Human Rights and Freedoms in the Republic
of Moldova in 2024, People’s Advocate (Ombudsman) of the Republic of Moldova,
2025, https://ombudsman.md/post-document/annual-report-on-the-observance-of-
human-rights-and-freedoms-in-the-republic-of-moldova-in-2024-2/.

Judicial independence and the lesson of Sarkozy;, Cotidianul.md, 11.11.2025, https://
cotidianul.md/en/18567/independenta-justitiei-si-lectia-sarkozy/.

Republic of Moldova marks 20 years of joining World Trade Organization; 2021,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and European Integration, 26.07.2021, https://mfa.gov.md/
en/content/republic-moldova-marks-20-years-joining-world-trade-organization.

84th WTO member state to ratify Trade Facilitation Agreement; 2016, Moldpres
State News Agency, 24.06.2016, https://www.moldpres.md/eng/economy/moldova-
becomes-84th-wto-member-state-to-ratify-trade-facilitation-agreement-?utm.

Ease of Doing Business in Moldova; 2024, Trading Economics, 2024, https:/
tradingeconomics.com/moldova/ease-of-doing-business

Corruption Perceptions Index 2024; 2025, Transparency International, 2025, https://
www.transparency.org/en/cpi/2024/index/mda

EU trade relations with Moldova: Facts, figures and latest developments; 2025,
European Commission, 2025, https://policy.trade.ec.europa.eu/eu-trade-relationships-
country-and-region/countries-and-regions/moldova_en?utm

Ibid

Exports from the Transnistrian region of the Republic of Moldova to the member states
of the European Union reached a new record of 82%; 2024, Bureau for Reintegration
Policies, 2025, https://www.gov.md/index.php/en/comunicate-de-presa-bpr/exports-
transnistrian-region-republic-moldova-member-states-european-union?utm

Foreign trade figures of Moldova: Trade Profile; 2025, Lloyds Bank Trade Portal, 2025,
https://www.lloydsbanktrade.com/en/market-potential/moldova/trade-profile?utm

2024 Census: Which ethnicities, languages, and beliefs predominate in Moldova;
2025, Stiri.md (in Moldovan), 31.05.2025, https://stiri.md/article/social/recensamant-
2024-ce-etnii-limbi-si-credinte-predomina-in-r-moldova?utm

Digital 2026: Moldova; 2026, DataReportal, https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-
2026-moldova?utm

Two thirds of the TV channels rebroadcast in the Republic of Moldova broadcast
in Russian; 2025, Media-Azi, https://media-azi.md/en/doua-treimi-din-posturile-
tv-retransmise-in-republica-moldova-emit-in-limba-rusa-expert-atestam-o-situatie-
anormala/?utm
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Over 2 million citizens of the Republic of Moldova traveled without visas to the
European Union; 2024(in Moldovan), Institute for Strategic Initiatives (IPIS), https://
www.ipis.md/en/2024/04/26/peste-2-milioane-de-cetateni-ai-republicii-moldova-au-
calatorit-fara-vize-in-uniunea-europeana/?utm

More than 2 million Moldovans travelled to the EU without visas in 10 years; 2024, EU
NEIGHBOURS east, https://euneighbourseast.eu/news/latest-news/more-than-2-million-
moldovans-travelled-to-the-eu-without-visas-in-10-years/?utm

Moldovan retail: the top 10 chains accounted for 1.55 billion euros; 2024,
Ekonomicheskoye Obozreniye (Logos-Press), https://logos-pres.md/en/article/moldovan-
retail-the-top-10-chains-accounted-for-1-55-billion-euros/?utm

Distribution and Sales Channels; 2024, International Trade Administration, https://
www.trade.gov/country-commercial-guides/moldova-distribution-and-sales-
channels?utm

Digital 2026: Moldova; 2026, DataReportal, https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-
2026-moldova?utm

Ibid
Evolution of the electronic communications market in 2024: Statistical Yearbook;
2025,(in Moldovan) National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications

and Information Technology (ANRCETI), https://www.anrceti.md/files/filefield/
Anuar_2024_21.07.2025.pdf?utm

Freedom House, 2025, Freedom in the World 2025: Tajikistan, https://freedomhouse.
org/report/freedom-world

StrategEast, 2024, StrategEast Westernization Report 2024, https://www.strategeast.
org/all_reports/Westernization-Report-2024.pdf

Freedom House, 2025, Freedom in the World 2025: Tajikistan, https:/freedomhouse.
org/report/freedom-world

IPU Parline: Global Data on National Parliaments, Tajikistan House of Representatives
March 2025, Election, https://data.ipu.org/parliament/TJ/TJ-LCO1/election/TJ-
LCO1-E20250302.

StrategEast, 2024, StrategEast Westernization Report 2024, https://www.strategeast.
org/all_reports/Westernization-Report-2024.pdf

Freedom House, 2025, Freedom in the World 2025: Tajikistan, https:/freedomhouse.
org/report/freedom-world

Human Rights in Tajikistan. n.d. Amnesty International. Accessed February 13, 2026.
https://www.amnesty.org/en/location/europe-and-central-asia/eastern-europe-and-
central-asia/tajikistan/.

Central Asian Countries Vulnerability to Propaganda of War and Hatred.” 2022. IWPR
Activities in Central Asia. CABAR.Asia, December 9. https://cabar.asia/en/central-asian-
countries-vulnerability-to-propaganda-of-war-and-hatred.

News.Az. n.d. “How Could Tajikistan—EU Chart Reshape Central Asia’s Cooperation?”
Accessed February 13, 2026. https://news.az/news/how-could-tajikistan-eu-chart-
reshape-central-asias-cooperation

StrategEast, StrategEast Westernization Report 2024, https://www.strategeast.org/
all_reports/Westernization-Report-2024.pdf

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe / Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR), 2020 Republic of Tajikistan
Parliamentary Elections — Final Report. Warsaw: OSCE/ODIHR, https://www.osce.org/
odihr/elections/tajikistan

Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe / Office for Democratic
Institutions and Human Rights (OSCE/ODIHR), 2020, Republic of Tajikistan
Parliamentary Elections — Final Report. Warsaw: OSCE/ODIHR, https://www.osce.org/
odihr/elections/tajikistan
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European External Action Service (EEAS), 2023,. EU-Tajikistan Cooperation Committee:
Joint Statement on Human Rights and Governance. Brussels: European Union External
Action Service, https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/tajikistan

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2025: Tajikistan, https://freedomhouse.org/
country/tajikistan/freedom-world/2025

U.S. Department of State, 2024 Country Reports on Human Rights Practices: Tajikistan.
Washington, D.C.: Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights, and Labor, https://Awvww.
state.gov/reports/2024-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/tajikistan

European External Action Service (EEAS). (2023, November 15). EU-Tajikistan
Cooperation Committee: Joint Statement on Human Rights and Governance. Brussels:
European Union External Action Service, https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
tajikistan

Human Rights in Tajikistan.” n.d. Amnesty International. https://www.amnesty.org/en/
location/europe-and-central-asia/eastern-europe-and-central-asia/tajikistan/.

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2025: Tajikistan, https:/freedomhouse.org/
country/tajikistan/freedom-world/2025

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2025: Tajikistan, https://freedomhouse.org/
country/tajikistan/freedom-world/2025

World Trade Organization (WTO), Trade Policy Review: Tajikistan. Geneva: WTO
Secretariat, https://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/tpr_e/tajikistan

Monitoring Missions and Priorities in Tajikistan.. https:/gsphub.eu/country-info/
Tajikistan.

European External Action Service (EEAS). (2023, November 15). EU-Tajikistan
Cooperation Committee: Joint Statement on Human Rights and Governance. Brussels:
European Union External Action Service, https://www.eeas.europa.eu/delegations/
tajikistan

World Bank, 2025, Tajikistan Shows Strong Economic Momentum but Lags

Regional Peers on Digitalizing Trade, https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2025/07/30/tajikistan-economic-update-2025

World Bank, Enterprise Surveys: Tajikistan Country Profile. Washington, D.C.: World
Bank Group, https://www.enterprisesurveys.org/en/data/exploreeconomies/2024/
tajikistan

Datareportal, Digital 2025: Tajikistan, https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2025-
tajikistan

Russia’s Pivot to Asia, 2025, Russia—Tajikistan Bilateral Relations: October 2025

Update, https://russiaspivottoasia.com/russia-tajikistan-bilateral-relations-october-2025-
update/

Ibid

Ibid

World Bank. (n.d.). South Caucasus and Central Asia: The Belt and Road Initiative
— Tajikistan Country Case Study, https://documents1.worldbank.org/curated/

en/938531593500864017/pdf/South-Caucasus-and-Central-Asia-The-Belt-and-Road-
Initiative-Tajikistan-Country-Case-Study.pdf

Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AlIB). (n.d.). Tajikistan: Rogun Hydropower
Development Project, https://www.aiib.org/en/projects/details/2024/approved/
Tajikistan-Rogun-Hydropower-Development-Project-Phase-1.html

University of Cambridge Language Centre, Tajik, https:/www.langcen.cam.ac.uk/
resources/langt/tajik.html

EF English Proficiency Index - Tajikistan, 2024, https://www.ef.com/wwen/epi/regions/
asia/tajikistan/
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Asia-Plus (2025, April 21), Francophonie Days 2025 launched in Tajikistan, ASIA-Plus,
https://asiaplustj,info/en/node/348095

Datareportal, Digital 2025: Tajikistan, https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2025-
tajikistan

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2025: Tajikistan, https:/freedomhouse.org/
country/tajikistan/freedom-world/2025

World Bank, 2025, Tajikistan Shows Strong Economic Momentum but Lags
Regional Peers on Digitalizing Trade, https://www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-
release/2025/07/30/tajikistan-economic-update-2025

World Bank, 2025, Tajikistan Reduces Poverty but Job Creation and Inequality Remain
Key Challenges, https:.//www.worldbank.org/en/news/press-release/2025/09/22/
tajikistan-reduces-poverty-but-job-creation-and-inequality-remain-key-challenges

Erasmus+ Office in Tajikistan, “Erasmus+ Involvement in the Education Sector of
Tajikistan,” Erasmus+ Tajikistan, accessed February 13, 2026, https://erasmusplustaj.tj/
erasmus/erasmus-involvement-in-the-education-sector-of-tajikistan/.

2026. “Tajikistan - Distribution and Sales Channels.” January 21. https:.//www.trade.
gov/country-commercial-guides/tajikistan-distribution-and-sales-channels

Datareportal, Digital 2025: Tajikistan, https://datareportal.com/reports/digital-2025-
tajikistan

Freedom House, Freedom in the World 2025: Tajikistan, https:/freedomhouse.org/
report/freedom-world

Turkmenistan’s president expands his father’s power, AP News, 2023, https://apnews.
com/article/politics-gurbanguly-berdimuhamedow-turkmenistan-a8e746a5bb993532 3f
3f52e193b54468

BTl 2024 Country Report: Turkmenistan, Bertelsmann Stiftung / ecoi.net, 2024, https://
www.ecoi.net/en/document/2115577.html

Freedom in the World 2025: Turkmenistan, Freedom House, 2025, https://
freedomhouse.org/country/turkmenistan/freedom-world/2025

Enforced Prosperity Narratives, Corruption-driven Internet Censorship, and Repression
of Dissent at Home and Abroad, CIVICUS Monitor, 2025, https:/monitor.civicus.org/
explore/enforced-prosperity-narratives-corruption-driven-internet-censorship-and-
repression-of-dissent-at-home-and-abroad/

Corruption and Control: How Turkmenistan turned internet censorship into a business,
Gus & Nina, The Tor Project, 2025, https://blog.torproject.org/Corruption-Control-
Turkmenistan-internet-censorship-business/

Turkmenistan: World Press Freedom Index, Reporters Without Borders (RSF),
2024, https://rsf.org/en/country/turkmenistan

Turkmenistan: 17th Human Rights Dialogue with the EU, EEAS Press Team,
2025, https://www.eeas.europa.eu/eeas/turkmenistan-17th-human-rights-dialogue-
eu_en

Turkmenistan's Geopolitical Shift Toward the West, Nikola Mikovic, The Times of
Central Asia, 2024, https://timesca.com/turkmenistans-geopolitical-shift-toward-the-
west/

Turkmenistan, Parliamentary Elections, 26 March 2023: ODIHR Election Observation
Mission Final Report, OSCE/ODIHR, 2023, https://www.osce.org/sites/default/files/f/
documents/d/5/554554 . pdf

Ibid

In Dialogue with Turkmenistan, Experts of the Committee against Torture Commend
Turkmenistan on Installing Cameras in Places of Detention, OHCHR, 2025, https://
www.ohchr.org/en/meeting-summaries/2025/04/dialogue-turkmenistan-experts-
committee-against-torture-commend
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