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S
trategEast	sees	its	mission	in	
assisting	WKH countries,	which	
proclaimed	or	restored	their	
independence	after	the

FROlapse	of	the	USSR,	to	become	a	
part	of	the	Western	world.	We	aim	to	
connect	thRse	countries	with	the	
United	States	and	Western	Europe	by	
reorienting,	guiding,	and	assisting	
them	to	develop	closer	working	
relationships	with	the	West.	Today	I	
ZRXOG OLNH	to	tell	you	about	the	
practical	steps	we	have	undertaken	to	
make	our	mission	a	reality.
In	March	2018,	we	launched	our	
StrategEast	Westernization	Index.		
This	fundamental	work,	prepared	by	
dozens	of	experts	on	the	post-Soviet	
region,	was	presented	by	StrategEast	
at	the	German	Marshall	Fund’s	
Brussels	Forum.
The	:HVWHUQL]DWLRQ ,QGH[ ����	
attracted	unprecedented	attention:	
articles	about	the	,QGH[	have	now	
been	published	in	more	than	350	
media	sources,	both	in	the	post-
Soviet	countries	and	the	West.	
Since	its	publication,	the	Index	has	
become	a	measure	of	the	region’s	
westernization,	DQG LV EHLQJ XVHG E\	
thousands	of	organizations	around	
the	world	WKDW are	aiming	to	foster	
and	advance	Western	values	in	the	
countries	that	proclaimed	or	restored	
their	independence	after	the	collapse	
of	the	USSR. Their	activities	can	also	
be	evaluated	at	our	StrategEast	
Center. 
,Q KLV LQWURGXFWLRQ WR WKH ,QGH[� WKH 
IRUPHU 3UHVLGHQW RI 3RODQG $OHNVDQGHU 
.ZDVQLHZVNL� ZURWH WKH IROORZLQJ� 
w)RU PHPEHUV RI WKH LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
FRPPXQLW\ DQG OHDGHUV ZLWKLQ WKH 
UHJLRQ� WKLV LQGH[ LV D PXVW�UHDG 

With	the	help	of	the	Index	we	have	
learned	that	even	authoritarian	
countries,	RQHV with	the	most	
conservative	views	on	political	
reforms,	do	demonstrate	a	significant	
interest	in	economic	westernization.	
With	the	Global Minds	Initiative,	we	
followed	exactly	this	path	–	to	help	
the	countries	of	the	Post-Soviet,	Non-
Russian	region to	build	modern�	
innovative	economies,	starting	with	
the	development	of	IT	clusters. We	
dedicated	a	report	titled	“Changing	
Economy,	Changing	Society,”	that	
was	published	by	StrategEast in	May	
2018	to	the	prospects	of	this	
approach.	My	Op-Ed	published		
WKLV -XO\ in 7KH )LQDQFLDO 7LPHV	also		
focuseG on	this	topic.
At	the	same	time,	we	did	not	dwell	
on	the	theoretical	studies	of	the	issueV�
,n	recent	months,	our	report	was	
presented	to	the	leadershipV	of		
VHYHUDO	countries	RI	Central	Asia	and	
the	Caucasus,	and	we	are	now	
launching	the	Global	Minds	Initiative,	
which	will	result	in	a	significant	
growth	RI	the	IT	VHFWRU
V share	in	the	
GDP
V of	thRse	countries.
$OO RI XV DW 6WUDWHJ(DVW  � whose
REMHFWLYH LV WR H[SDQG FRRSHUDWLRQ 
EHWZHHQ WKH :HVW DQG WKH FRXQWULHV 
RI WKH 3RVW�6RYLHW� 1RQ�5XVVLDQ UHJLRQ 
�	we	continue	to	insist	that	countries,	
which	have	proclaimed	or	restored	
their	independence	after	the	collapse	
of	the	USSR,	should	be	considered	as
coalescing	around	and	facing 
common	geopolitical	challenges.
We	are	strongly	convinced	that	
the	rapprochement	of	the	post-Soviet	
elites	with	American	and	West	
European	government	institutions	and	
civil	society	serves	the	interests	of	
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JOREDO VHFXULW\� DQG LW FRXOG JUDGXDOO\ 
lead	to	the	westernization	of	the	entire	
region.
Following	these	beliefs,	we	decided	to	
launch	the	StrategEast	Young	
Leadership	Program� $V LWV ILUVW DFWLYLW\� 
LQ -XQH �����	in	cooperation	with	the	
Open	World	Leadership	Center	and	
the	Eurasia	Foundation	ZH organizHG	D 
ZHHN�ORQJ WUDLQHHVKLS IRU D JURXS RI 
QLQH \RXQJ (QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ GHSXW\ 
PLQLVWHUV IURP 3RVW�6RYLHW� 1RQ�
5XVVLDQ FRXQWULHV ZKLFK WRRN SODFH in	
Washington,	D.C.,	Philadelphia�	and	
Richmond. 7KHVH \oung	officials	from	
PSNR	countries KDYH gained	new 
knowledge�	made	new	acquaintances	
DW $PHULFDQ	state	institutions	and	non-
governmental	organizations,	DQG 	
obtained	a	clear-cut	understanding	of	
the	ecosystem	of	power	in	the	U.S.A.,	
which	will	enable	them� XSRQ WKHLU 
UHWXUQ KRPH�	to	LPSOHPHQW LQ WKHLU 
ZRUN the	best	practices. In	the	QHDU 
IXWXUH, StrategEast	will	continue	
working	on	promoting	westernization	
in	the	Post-Soviet,	Non-Russian	
countries� :e	DUH planQLQJ	to	prRGXFH		
a	Westernization	Report	analyzing	the	
developments	ZKLFK KDYH WDNHQ SODFH 
in	the	Post-Soviet,	Non-Russian	region 
RYHU WKH SUHYLRXV \HDU.	3OHDVH YLVLW RXU 
UHJXODUO\ XSGDWHG RIILFLDO ZHEVLWH� 
ZZZ�6WUDWHJ(DVW�FRP WR UHDG DERXW 
Whose	GHYHORSPHQWV,	which	KDYH affect	
the	degree	of	westernization	of	the	
region’s	member	countries,	DV ZHOO DV 
DERXW implementDWLRQ RI	the	Global	
Minds	Initiative	in	some	countries	of	
Central	Asia	and	the	Caucasus,	YLHZ	
regularO\ SXEOLVKHG UHSRUWV based	on	
the	work	of	our	analysts,	and	many	
other	activities RI 6WUDWHJ(DVW.
In	conclusion,	I	want	to	express	my	
sincere	gratitude	to	all	our	partners,	
participants	of	our	programs�	and	
employees	of	our	center.	Thank	you	
for	PDLQWDLQLQJ your	continuous	faith	
in	us,	our	ideas�	and	RXU deeds.	Stay	
with	us �	WKLV LV	just	the	beginning!

Sincerely, 
Anatoly Motkin
Founder and President, StrategEast

IRU FRQVLGHULQJ KRZ WR PRYH DOO 
WKH WUDQVLWLRQ PDUNHUV IRUZDUG LQ 
WKH FRPLQJ \HDU�w :KHQ YLVLWLQJ 
DQ\ RI WKHVH FRXQWULHV� PHHWLQJ 
ZLWK WKHLU UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� , FHUWDLQO\ 
UHIHU WR WKLV ,QGH[ DQG FKHFN KRZ 
FDQ ZH KHOS� LQ ZKLFK VSKHUH RI 
WKH FRXQWU\uV OLIH FDQ RXU HIIRUWV WR 
ZHVWHUQL]H LW EH WKH PRVW HIIHFWLYH"
7KH PDLQ ILQGLQJV RI WKH LQGH[ 
KHOSHG XV WR GHVLJQ RQH RI WKH 
IODJVKLS SURJUDPV RI RXU &HQWHU r 
WKH *OREDO 0LQGV ,QLWLDWLYH�

www.strategeast.com
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SUHVHQWHG LWV :HVWHUQL]DWLRQ ,QGH[ 
����� ZKLFK DQDO\]HG WKH GHJUHH RI 
ZHVWHUQL]DWLRQ RI WKH IRXUWHHQ 3615 
FRXQWULHV� 6WUDWHJ(DVW FUHDWHG WKH 
:HVWHUQL]DWLRQ ,QGH[ ���� ZLWK  
WZR JRDOV LQ PLQG�
)LUVW� ZH VHHN WR KHOS WKH QDWLRQV 
RI WKH 3615 UHJLRQ WR EHWWHU 
DGGUHVV WKH VKDUHG FKDOOHQJHV WKDW 
WKH\ DUH IDFLQJ ZKLOH UHEXLOGLQJ 
WKHLU VWDWHV DQG LQVWLWXWLRQV DIWHU 
WKH FROODSVH RI WKH 6RYLHW 8QLRQ�
6HFRQG� ZH VHHN WR GUDZ 
DWWHQWLRQ WR DQ LPSRUWDQW EXW 
JHRSROLWLFDOO\ IUDJLOH UHJLRQ LQ D 
ZD\ WKDW DVVLVWV WKH LQWHUQDWLRQDO 
FRPPXQLW\ LQ SURYLGLQJ EHWWHU 
VXSSRUW WR LWV GHYHORSPHQW�

%\ IRFXVLQJ RQ DOO WKH SRVW�6RYLHW 
FRXQWULHV H[FHSW 5XVVLD� WKH 
6WUDWHJ(DVW :HVWHUQL]DWLRQ ,QGH[ 
���� LQWHQGV WR DLG LQ JHQHUDWLQJ D 
PRUH EDODQFHG DQG PXOWLIDFHWHG 
DSSURDFK WR WKH UHJLRQ� 
%\ H[FOXGLQJ 5XVVLD� ZH GR QRW 
DVVXPH WKDW 5XVVLD LV PRUH RU OHVV 
:HVWHUQL]HG WKDQ WKH RWKHU SRVW�
6RYLHW VWDWHV DQG VRFLHWLHV� UDWKHU� 
WKH REMHFWLYH LV WR GUDZ DWWHQWLRQ WR 
DOO WKH RWKHU IRUPHU 6RYLHW FRXQWULHV 
DQG H[DPLQH WKH GHYHORSPHQW WKH\ 
KDYH XQGHUJRQH VLQFH WKH FROODSVH 
RI WKH 8665�

7KH LQGH[ LV EDVHG RQ D VHULHV RI 
HOHPHQWV DQG EHQFKPDUNV WKDW 
KHOSHG XV HYDOXDWH WKH DGRSWLRQ 
DQG LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH 
:HVWHUQ PRGHO� E\ ORRNLQJ DW 
ILYH NH\ DUHDV�

• Political	Westernization
• Economic	Westernization
• Legal	Westernization
• Language	and	&ultural

Westernization
• Westernization	of	lifestyle

The StrategEast Westernization 
Index 2018	is	a	useful	tool	for	any	
Western	politician,	think	tank,	and/or	
public	institution�	whose	sphere	of	
interest	includes	the	countries	of	the	
former	USSR.

Westernization Index 2018

7+(b675$7(*($67 :(67(51,=$7,21 
,1'(; ,6 7+(b),567 5(3257 2) ,76 .,1'  
,1 7+5(( :$<6�

It is the only report that has analyzed the 
14 countries of the Post-Soviet, 1on-
Russian region (PSNR) as a whole.	
Identifying	the	PSNR	as	a	single	region	means	
acknowledging	the	fact	that	the	post-Soviet	
transition	has	not	been	easy IRU DOO WKHVH 
FRXQWULHV.	It	also	means	asking	Western	
powers	to	tailor	their	foreign	policy	
approaches	by	basing	WKHP	on	the	foundation	
of	a	more	comprehensive	understanding	of	
the	region’s	unique	and	shared	challenges.

It measures each country’s wholesale 
integration into the Western world 
across many sectors. 
Other	research	projects	tend	to	measure	one	
specific	issue,	such	as	economic	inequality	or	
freedom	of	the	press.	We	are	interested	in	
looking	at	the	whole	picture,	to	see	how	these	
countries	have	handled	the	transition	away	
from	the	RSDTXH,	centrally-controlled	
institutions	of	the	Soviet	era	and	towards	the	
democratic,	market-oriented,	and	accountable	
institutions	of	today’s	world.

It is prepared for the West by experts 
from the region.	
7KH DQDO\VLV DQG PHWKRGRORJ\ ZHUH LGHQWLILHG 
DQG DSSOLHG E\ ORFDO H[SHUWV LQ HDFK FRXQWU\� 
8QOLNH WKH DWWHPSWV DW UHVHDUFK RI WKLV UHJLRQ 
PDGH E\ IRUHLJQ H[SHUWV� WKLV LV D WUXH SURGXFW 
RI WKH UHJLRQ LWVHOI.

1 Estonia 93

2 Lithuania 85

3 Latvia 82

4 Georgia 62

5 Moldova 56

6 Ukraine 54

7 Armenia 48.5

8 Kazakhstan 39.5

9 Azerbaĳan 37

10 Kyrgyzstan 37

11 Belarus 31.5

12 Uzbekistan 29.5

13 Tajikistan 19.5

14 Turkmenistan 17.5
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STRATEGEAST PRESENTED ITS WESTERNIZATION INDEX 2018 BOTH IN EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES :

Panel discussion dedicated to the launch of the StrategEast 
Westernization Index at the German Marshall Fund’s Brussels 
Forum, March 9, 2018

Johnatan Katz,	6HQLRU )HOORZ DQG 0RGHUDWRU� the	German	Marshall	Fund	
of	the	United	States	(GMF)	.
Vivian Loonela,	PHPEHU RI WKH Cabinet	of	Andrus	Ansip,	WKH European	
Commission’s	Vice-President	for	the	Digital	Single	Market
Victor Kipiani,	Mgaloblishvili	Kipiani	Dzidziguri	Law	Firm	(Tbilisi,	Georgia)	
Gretchen Birkle,	Deputy	Assistant	Administrator	for	the	Bureau	for	Europe	
and	Eurasia	at	the	USAID.

The StrategEast Westernization Index launch followed 
by the panel discussion of experts at the National Press 
Club in Washington, D. C., May 2, 2018.

Andrаs Simonyi,	Ambassador	of	Hungary	
to	the	United	States	(2002-2007)
Philip Shishkin,	former	:DOO 6WUHHW -RXUQDO	
reporter	and	author.

The StrategEast Westernization Index presentation at the CATO 
Institute in Washington, D.C., June 22, 2018

Andrei Illarionov,	Senior	)ellow	at	the	Cato	Institute’s	Center	for	Global	Liberty	
and	Prosperity	(discussion	moderator)
Eric Hontz,	Center	for	International	Private	Enterprise	(CIPE)	Program	Offi-cer	
for	Europe	&	Eurasia
Temur Iakobashvili,	former	State	Minister	for	Reintegration	of	Georgia Daniel 
Schneider,	Professor	at	the	American	University
Matthew Murray,	APCO	Worldwide	Senior	Advisor	and	Former	Deputy	
Assistant	Secretary	of	Commerce	for	Europe,	Middle	East	and	Africa 
Mary Burce Warlick,	the	United	States	Ambassador	to	Serbia	(2010-2012)

Although	this	is	RQO\ the	first	year	of	our	publication,	we	believe	
that	RXU	research	GDWD already	offer	some	important	findings that	
FDQ improve	international	relations	with	the	PSNR	countries.	For	
example,	thH	Index	demonstrates	that	out	of	the	ILYH	NH\ DUHDV	
assessed,	the	PSNR	countries	have	typically	VKRZQ more	SURJUHVV 
in	their	pursuit	of	economic	transition	WKDQ LQ some	other	reforms.	
The	GHJUHH	of	economic	Westernization	averaged	57%	across	the	
region,	while	political	and	cultural	Westernization	averaged	50%,	
and	legal	Westernization	� which	includeG	the	rule	of	law,	judicial	
independence,	and	human	rights	protections	� averaged	only	42%.	

This	suggests	that	economic	transition	can	offer	a	strong	initial 
point	of	collaboration	between	the	post-Soviet	countries	and	the	
West	and	eventually	serve	as	WKH	bridge	OHDGLQJ to	greater	levelV	of	
collaboration	in	the	DUHDV	dealing	with	legal	and	political	transition.

This index fills
a critical gap, helping 
us to understand 
how a shared past 
can lead to so 
many variations of 
the Present.”Alexander KWASNIEWSKI

President of Poland
(1995-2005)



Armenia	is	a	3ragmatist,	%alancing	
%etween	Russia	and	the	West:	
StrategEast�
Rusarminfo |	7	May	2018

Westernization	Index-2018:	,Q 
:KDW 3ODFH :DV Armenia 5DQNHG?	
Yerkramas |	8	May	2018

Americans	'eclared	Azerbaijan	
3ragmatist� 1RW 2XU 5DWLQJ� 
Haqqin |	17	March	2018

Belarus	,V %HWZHHQ .\UJ\]VWDQ  
DQG 8]EHNLVWDQ in	the 5ating	RI 
“Westernization” RI Whe	3ost-
Soviet	&ountries�
Svaboda	|	7	May	2018

Estonia	:as	5ecognized	as		
the	0ost	Westernized	&ountry	
in	the	)ormer	Soviet	6pace�
YAM	News	|	7	May	2018

Estonia	5ated	as	WKH 0ost	
“Westernized�”	$head	of	$ll	
3ost-Soviet	&ountries
NW.tv	|	7	May	2018

Georgia	Ranked	4WK	in	StrategEast	
Westernization	Index	2018� 
Georgia	Today	|	8	May	2018

Georgia	,s	)ourth	in	the	
“Westernization	Index-2018�” 
Voice	of	America	|	7	May	2018

Rating:	7he	0ost	3ro-Western	
&ountries	of	Central	Asia� 
Rezonans.kz	|	16	March	2018

In	the	StrategEast	Westernization	
Index,	Kyrgyzstan	Scored	37	out	
of	100	Points�
Radio	Azattik	|19	March	2018
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3ublications that KDYH covered and analyzed 
the results of the Index LQFOXGH:



Latvia	7XUQHG 2XW WR %H	the	/east	
“Western”	of	the	Baltic	&ountries� 
RuBaltic |	7	May	2018

$Q American	5eport:	Latvia	&DPH 2XW 
WR %H the	/east	“Western�”
Delfi	|	7	May	2018

Lithuania	5anks	6econd	$fter	Estonia	in	
the	5ating	of	(x-Soviet	&ountries� 
Delfi	|	7	May	2018

In	the	5anking	of	3ost-Soviet	&ountries,	
Lithuania	&ame	6econd	$fter	Estonia� 
ZW.lt	|	7	May	2018

Republic	of	Moldova	3ODFHG )LIth	
$mong	(x-Soviet	5epublics	in	the	
&hapter	on	“Westernization�”
Impact	tv	|	8	May	2018

Moldova	Is	“Declaratively	Pro-Western” 
Ln	the	Westernization	Index	of	Post-	
Soviet	Countries�
Omg	Media	Grup	|	13	March	2018

In	the	Westernization	Index,	
Tajikistan	,s	&alled	a	“7ough	1ut�” 
Asia	Plus	|	7	May	2018

“Westernization	Index	2018”:	
Turkmenistan	,s	the	&RXQWU\ )XUWKHVW	
5emoved	from	Western	9alues	in	the	
3ost-Soviet	6pace�
Hronikatm.com	|	14	March	2018

Ukraine	7ook	the	6ixth	3lace	in		
the	5ating	of	“Westernization�”
LIGA	News	|	7	May	2018

Ukraine	6FRUHG 6ixth	LQ WKH 
“WesternizDWLRQ”	5DWLQJ RI 3ost-Soviet	
&ountries�	the	%DOWLF 6WDWHV $UH /HDGHUV� 
Tyzhden	|	7	May	2018

In	addition,	Zurab	Batiashvili,	a	research	
fellow	from	the	Georgian	Foundation	
for	Strategic	and	International	Studies,	
wrote	an	analytical	article	about	the	
StrategEast	Westernization	Index	2018

The	presentation	of	the	Index	has	evoked	many	responses	and	led	to	articles	being	published	both	in	the	
Western	press	and	the	3615 FRXQWULHV
 mass	media.	In	WKH ZDNH RI WKH *0)uV %UXVVHOV )RUXP ���� DQG WKH 
1DWLRQDO 3UHVV &OXE LQ :DVKLQJWRQ� '�&�� over	350	articles	ZHUH written	about StrategEast	and	its	Index�	

Latvia	Latvia	Latvia	
“Western”	of	the	Baltic	“Western”	of	the	Baltic	“Western”	of	the	Baltic	
RuBalticRuBalticRuBaltic

$Q $Q 
WR %HWR %H
Delfi	|	7	May	2018Delfi	|	7	May	2018

Lithuania	
the	the	
Delfi	|	7	May	2018Delfi	|	7	May	2018Delfi	|	7	May	2018

In	the	In	the	
Lithuania	Lithuania	Lithuania	
ZW.lt	|	7	May	2018ZW.lt	|	7	May	2018ZW.lt	|	7	May	2018

Republic	of	Moldova	Republic	of	Moldova	Republic	of	Moldova	
$$$
&&&
Impact	tv	|	8	May	2018Impact	tv	|	8	May	2018Impact	tv	|	8	May	2018

Moldova	Is	“DeMoldova	Is	“DeMoldova	Is	“De
L
Soviet	Countries
Omg	Media	Grup	|	13	March	2018Omg	Media	Grup	|	13	March	2018

In	the	Westernization	Index,	In	the	Westernization	Index,	
Tajikistan	
Asia	Plus	|	7	May	2018

“Westernization	Index	2018”:	
Turkmenistan	Turkmenistan	
55
3
Hronikatm.com	|	14	March	2018

Ukraine	
the	
LIGA	News	|	7	May	2018

Ukraine	
“
&
T

In	addition,	Zurab	Batiashvili,	a	research	
fellow	from	the	Georgian	Foundation	
for	Strategic	and	International	Studies,	
wrote	an	analytical	article	about	the	
StrategEast	Westernization	Index	2018
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Global Minds 
Initiative
The	goal	of	the	Global	Minds	
Initiative	is	to	help	the	post-Soviet	
countries	develop	a	thriving	IT	sector	
as	a	part	of	their	economic	transition 
WRZDUGV becomLQJ	better	integrated	
into	the	West.	'evelopLQJ	IT-
oriented	economic	sectors	in	the	
post-Soviet	countries	will	KHOS 
QXUWXUH	a	new	generation	of	young	
professionals	whose	ideas	and	values	
will	contribute	to	the	prosperity	of	
the	region.

The	tech	sector	will	aid	the	post-
Soviet	region	in	moving	from	
consumption	to	creation,	which	is	   
a	vital	transition	in	WRGD\
V digital	
economy.	A	new	generation	of	
people,	with	a	new	mindset,	will	
create	new	law-based	institutions	
and	more	dynamic,	efficient�	and	
competitive	markets	in	the	region.

In	May	2018,	StrategEast	published	
D report	WLWOHG:	“Changing	Economy,	
Changing	Society.	The	IT	Industry	in	
the	Post-Soviet	Countries.” ,WV 
objective	ZDs to	study	trends	and	
prospects	for	the	development	of	
the	IT	industry	in	the	IRUPHU 6RYLHW 
countries,	as	well	as	the	degree	of	
influence	this	industry	FRXOG KDYH 
on	the	transformation	of	post-Soviet	
society	into	a	modern	society	of	the	
Western	type.

In	this	report,	we	analyzeG	the	level	
of	development	of	the	IT	industry	in	
the	14	countries	of	the	PSNR	(Post-
Soviet,	Non-Russian) UHJLRQ, 
including:

• the	level	of	legislative development�
the	state	of	favorable conditions
ensured	by	the	state

• the	creation	of	specialized	high-
techQRORJ\	parks

• the	share	of	the	IT	sector	in
the	gross	national	product,
particularly	in	exports	from	the
countries

We	paid	special	attention	to	
the	development	of	the	High	
Technologies	Park	in	Belarus,	
a	country	with	a	low	degree	of	
Westernization	and	a	great	
economic	dependence	on	the	
old	post-Soviet	heavy	industry.	
We	analyzed	both	the	results	of	
the	work	of	the	High	Technologies	
Park	and	its	prospects,	based	on	
WKH %HODUXVLDQ DXWKRULWLHV
 latest	
decisions	targeted	at	further	
developLQJ	the	IT	field.	We	also	
considered	the	possibilities	of	
implementing	the	%HODUXVLDQ	
experience	in	the	other	countries	
studied	by	our	team.

$	successful	and	H[tensive	
development	of	the	IT	industry in	the	
PSNR FRXQWULHV,	and	the	subsequent 
HPHUJHQFH	of	a	new	generation	of	
socially	active	and	responsible	
citizens	oriented	towards	Western	
values	and	capable	of	leading	the	
country	along	the	SDWK of	
Westernization,	could	benefit	to	
a	large	extent	from	the	support	of	
the	Western	IT	industry	OHDGHUV and	
governments.	2XU UHSRUW Ls	D step	
towards	the	encouragement	of	such	
vital	support.

During	his	speech	at	the	Astana	
Economic	Forum’s	Global	Challenges	
Summit	2018,	StrategEast	Founder	
and	President	Anatoly	Motkin	VSRNH 
RI	the	role	innovation	plays	in	driving	
growth	in	all	the	3615 countries.

THE STUDY INCLUDES
THE FOLLOWING MAIN FINDINGS:

In	recent	years,	one	of	the	most	advanced	
legislative	frameworks	in	the	region	
encouraging	the	development	of	the	IT	
industry	was	created	in	Belarus.	Adoption	of	
this	legislation	contributed	to	rapid	growth	
of	the	Belarusian	IT	sector,	its	share	in	the	
exports	of	the	country,	and	the	number	of	
employees	in	this	field.

Despite	the	fact	that	most	of	the	countries	of	
the	PSNR	region	do	not	have	such	advanced	
legislation	in	the	IT	area	as	Belarus,	some	of	
them	–	the	Baltic	countries,	Ukraine,	and	
Moldova	–	have	made	significant	progress	in	
the	development	of	their	IT	industries.	
Exports	of	products	from	this	industry	have	
surpassed	the	exports	of	many	traditional	
“old”	industries	for	these	countries.

In	all	countries	of	the	PSNR	region	the	local	
authorities	are	making	efforts	to	develop	the	
IT	area	and	DUH creatLQJ	special	zones	for	
high-tech	parks,	which	have	been	SURJUHVVLQJ	
with	D varying	degree	of	success.

The	development	of	IT	technologies	in	the 
post-Soviet	countries	contributes	significantly	
to	the	development	of	the	civil	society�	and	a	
responsible	middle	class	IRVWHUV	improvement	
RI the	legislation�	DV ZHOO DV JURZWK DQG 
DGYDQFHPHQW LQ other	areas.



STRATEGEAST  ANNUAL REPORT 2O18     11

Visit of the StrategEast delegation to INHA University in Tashkent� 8]EHNLVWDQ. From	left to	right:	Vice	$hancellor	
of	the Tashkent	University	of	Information	Technologies	Botir	Usmonov,	former	President	of	Viber	Ofer	Shabtai,	Founders	
of	Viber	and	Juno	Talmon	Marco	and	Igor	Magazinnik,	7ice	$hancellor	of	Inha	University	of	Tashkent	Turdimurat	
Tursunmuratov,	StrategEast	Founder	and	President	Anatoly	Motkin,	representative	of	Mirzo	Ulugbek	Innovation	Center	
Sitora	Saidkhodjaeva
 Deputy	Director	Gor Business	Development	of	Mirzo	Ulugbek	Innovation	Center	Bokhodir	Ayupov

,Q ODWH	May	RI 2018,	WKH “Changing	
Economy,	Changing	Society”	UHSRUW 
and WKH “Global	Minds	Initiative”	
SURJUDP wHUH	presented	in	another	
Central	Asian	country	–	Uzbekistan.
The	StrategEast	delegation	paid	a	
working	visit	to	Uzbekistan,	with	
WKH JRDO RI SUHVHQWLQJ WKH UHSRUW 

and	the	program.	The	visit	ODLG WKH 
IRXQGDWLRQ IRU	further	GLDORJXH 
between	StrategEast	and	the	
authorities	of	Uzbekistan,	which	
was	initiated	in	September	2017	
during	WKH RIILFLDO visit	of	D VWDWH 
delegation	of	Uzbekistan	to	
:DVKLQJWRQ� '&� $PRQJ WKH 

StrategEast	delegates	were	the	
Founder	and	President	RI 
6WUDWHJ(DVW� Anatoly	Motkin,	
Founders	of	Viber	and	Juno	–	
Talmon	Marco	and	Igor	Magazinnik,	
and	the	regional	representative	of 
WKH	International	Tax	and	Investment	
Center� Mukhit	Akhanov.

Panel Discussion “Ecosystem of Innovation Support. How to Ensure Explosive Growth” at the Astana 
Economic Forum’s Global Challenges Summit 2018 (May	17-19,	2018)
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Today, when oil and gas prices have hit their record low points, and very liNely 
will not rise again, most of the leaders of the post-Soviet countries are facing 
an unfamiliar challenge Ǌ how to fill the state budget and feed the population"
This is why today we have a uniTue opportunity to accelerate the process of 
middle class growth and that of law-based institutions in the post-Soviet 
countries Ǌ first economically and then, ultimately, politically.Ǒ

Anatoly MOTKIN 
President of StrateJEast

7KH JRDO RI WKLV YLVLW ZDV WKH 
ODXQFK RI 6WUDWHJ(DVWuV *OREDO 
0LQGV ,QLWLDWLYH 3URJUDP LQ 
8]EHNLVWDQ� 'XULQJ WKH WZR�GD\ 
YLVLW� UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI 6WUDWHJ(DVW 
KHOG WDONV ZLWK UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI 
WKH JRYHUQPHQW� KHDGV RI WKH 
FRXQWU\uV OHDGLQJ XQLYHUVLWLHV� WKH 
ODUJHVW WHOHFRPPXQLFDWLRQV VHUYLFH 
SURYLGHU 8]WHOHFRP� DQG UHVLGHQWV 
RI WKH 0LU]R 8OXJEHN KLJK�WHFK 
VSHFLDO ]RQH�

,Q 7DVKNHQW� 6WUDWHJ(DVW 3UHVLGHQW 
$QDWRO\ 0RWNLQ KHOG D VHULHV RI 
GLVFXVVLRQV ZLWK 8]EHN RIILFLDOV 
DQG UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV RI VWDWH 
FRUSRUDWLRQV LQ FKDUJH RI WKH 
GHYHORSPHQW RI WKH ,7 VHFWRU LQ 
WKH FRXQWU\� 7KH UHVXOW RI WKHVH 
WDONV ZDV WKH MRLQW GHFLVLRQ RI 
6WUDWHJ(DVW DQG WKH *RYHUQPHQW 
RI 8]EHNLVWDQ UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV WR 
ODXQFK WKH *OREDO 0LQGV ,QLWLDWLYH 
3URJUDP LQ 8]EHNLVWDQ�

7KH ILUVW VWHSV LQFOXGH FROODERUDWLRQ 
EHWZHHQ 6WUDWHJ(DVW DQG WKH 
8]EHN JRYHUQPHQW RQ LQWURGXFLQJ 
OHJLVODWLRQ DQG WD[ FRGH WKDW ZLOO 
FRQWULEXWH WR WKH GHYHORSPHQW RI 
WKH ,7 LQGXVWU\� DQG SURYLGLQJ 
6WUDWHJ(DVW ZLWK WKH VXSSRUW LW ZLOO 
QHHG FUHDWLQJ D WUDLQLQJ SURJUDP 
IRU ZRUOG�FODVV ,7 VSHFLDOLVWV�

$ YLVLW RI 8]EHN ,7 HQWUHSUHQHXUV 
WR 6LOLFRQ 9DOOH\� DV SDUW RI RQH RI  
6WUDWHJ(DVW WUDLQLQJ SURJUDPV IRU 
,7 HQWUHSUHQHXUV IURP WKH SRVW�
6RYLHW FRXQWULHV� LV VFKHGXOHG IRU 
WKH IDOO RI �����

StrategEast	Founder	and	
President	Anatoly	Motkin
and	Chairman	of	the State 
Tax	Committee	of the	
Republic	of	Uzbekistan	
Bekhzod	Musayev

StrategEast Founder	
and	President	Anatoly	
Motkin and	the	CEO		
of	Uzbektelecom	
Farkhod	Roziev

StrategEast Founder	and	
President	Anatoly	Motkin	and	
Minister	for Development		
of	Information	Technologies	
and	Communications		
of	the	Republic	of	Uzbekistan	
Azim	Akhmedkhadjaev
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StrategEast Young Leadership Program 2018 delegation at the Thomas Jefferson Building, Library of Congress, Washington, D.C. 

From	left	to	right:	First	Deputy	Minister	of	Information	Technologies	and	Communications	of	Uzbekistan	Olimjon	Umarov,	State	Secretary	of
the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	and	European	Integration	of	the	Republic	of	Moldova	Tatiana	Molcean,	Deputy	Minister	of	Energy	of	the	Republic	
of	Belarus	Vadim	Zakrevsky,	Georgetown	Professor	of	Studies	on	Federalism	Sam	Potolicchio,	Founder	and	President	of	StrategEast	Anatoly	
Motkin,	Vice	Minister	of	the Environmental	Agency	of	the	Republic	of	Lithuania	Martynas	Norbutas,	Deputy	Minister	of	Energy	and	Coal	
Industry	on	European	Integration	of	Ukraine	Nataliya	Boyko,	Head	of	International	Relations	at	the	President’s	office	of	the	Republic	of	Tajikistan
Manuchehr	Hokimzoda,	Deputy	Minister	of	Environmental	Protection	Ministry	and	Agriculture	of	Georgia	Nino	Tandilashvili,	and	Deputy
Minister	of	Culture,	Information,	and	Tourism	of	Kyrgyzstan	Azamat	Zhamankulov.	

StrategEast 
Young Leadership 
Program
$V D SDUW RI WKH 6WUDWHJ(DVW <RXQJ 
/HDGHUVKLS 3URJUDP ����� D JURXS 
RI GHSXW\ PLQLVWHUV IURP QLQH 
FRXQWULHV� ZKLFK KDYH SURFODLPHG RU 
UHVWRUHG WKHLU LQGHSHQGHQFH DIWHU 
WKH FROODSVH RI WKH 8665� YLVLWHG   
WKH 8QLWHG 6WDWHV RQ -XQH ����� ����� 
7KH GHSXW\ PLQLVWHUV SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ 
PHHWLQJV DQG WUDLQLQJ VHPLQDUV OHG 
E\ KLJK�OHYHO 8�6� RIILFLDOV DQG WKLQN 
WDQN UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV� 7KH JRDO RI WKH 
SURJUDP ZDV WR HGXFDWH WKH \RXQJ 

RIILFLDOV DERXW KRZ WKH 8�6� 
JRYHUQPHQW ZRUNV LQWHUQDOO\� DQG WKH 
UROH WKDW JRYHUQPHQW DXWKRULWLHV SOD\ 
LQ HFRQRPLF SURFHVVHV� 
7KH <RXQJ /HDGHUVKLS 3URJUDP ZDV 
RUJDQL]HG LQ FRRSHUDWLRQ ZLWK WKH 
2SHQ :RUOG /HDGHUVKLS &HQWHU DQG 
WKH (XUDVLD )RXQGDWLRQ� DQG WRRN 
SODFH LQ :DVKLQJWRQ� '�&�� 5LFKPRQG� 
9$� DQG 3KLODGHOSKLD� 3$� 7KH QLQH 
SDUWLFLSDQWV RI WKH 6WUDWHJ(DVW <RXQJ 
/HDGHUVKLS 3URJUDP ���� ZHUH 

English	speaking	deputy	ministers	
under	the	age	of	40,	representing	
their	home	governments	of	Belarus,	
Georgia,	Kazakhstan,	Kyrgyzstan,	
Lithuania,	Moldova,	Tajikistan,	
Ukraine,	and	Uzbekistan.	A	crucial	
part	of	the	program	was	DFTXLULQJ 
QHZ NQRZOHGJH DQG exchanging	
information	about	reforms	and	state	
management	not	MXVW	between	the	
host	and	the	participaQWs,	but	also	
DPRQJ	the	deputy	ministers.
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The Young Leadership Program o�ers rising o�cials from the Eurasia region an 
extraordinary opportunity to engage with their American counterparts in government, 
business and civil society. That engagement, coupled with home stays that will 
connect these young o�cials directly with American families, promises to enhance 
understanding between the United States and the countries represented by 
this delegation, as well as help in building bridges among the nations of Eurasia 
themselves.”

Horton BEEBE-CENTER
President of thebEurasia )oundation

Within	the	framework	of	the	program,	
young	leaders	met	with	Members	of	
WKH U�S�	Congress	and	their	staff.	
ThRVe	representatives	included	
Michael Turner	(R-OH),	Steve	Chabot	
(R-OH),	Joe	Barton	(R-TX),	Francis	
Rooney	(D-FL),	Jim	Sensenbrenner	(R-
WI),	DQG Lois	Frankel	(D-FL).	The	
delegation	also	participated	in	OLYHO\	
discussions	with WKH	Senate	)RUHLJQ

Relations	Committee	/HJLVODWLYH 
)HOORZ	Laura	Carey	and	former	
Congressman	Cliff	Stearns.

The	young	leaders	also	HQMR\HG the	
opportunity	to	hear	from	leading	U.S.	
organizations	LQFOXGLQJ	Open	World	
Leadership	Center,	Eurasia	Foundation,	
German	Marshall	Fund	of	the	U.S.,	
Overseas	Private	Investment	

&RUporation,	Center	for	International	
Private	Enterprise,	International	
Republican	Institute,	Carnegie	
Endowment	for	International	Peace,	
International	Tax	and	Investment	
Center,	World	Bank,	Newseum,	
Citizens	for	Responsibility	and	Ethics,	
APCO	Worldwide,	Business	Council	
for	International	Understanding,	DQG 
WKH U.S.	Department	of	Commerce.

Eurasia	Foundation	President	Horton	Beebe-
Center	and	StrategEast	Founder	and	President	
Anatoly	Motkin	opening	the	StrategEast	
Young	Leadership	Program	2018	welcoming	
reception,	hosted	by	the	Eurasia	Foundation.

The	StrategEast	Young	Leadership	Program	
2018	delegation	at	the	opening	round	table	
with	Executive	Director	of	the	Open	World	
Leadership	Center	Ambassador	John	O’Keefe	
at	the	Thomas	Jefferson	Building,	Library		
of	Congress,	in	Washington,	D.C.
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Vice	Minister	of	Environment	of	the	Republic	of	Lithuania	
Martynas	Norbutas	and	State	Secretary	of	the	Ministry	of	
Foreign	Affairs	and	European	Integration	of	the	Republic	
of	Moldova	Tatiana	Molcean	on	their	way	to	one	of	their	
engaging	Hill	meetings,	where	they	learned	about	the	
ins-and-outs	of	the	U.S.	government.

Congresswoman	Lois	Frankel	(D-FL)	taking	a	group	photo	with	
the	StrategEast	Young	Leadership	Program	2018	delegates	in	
her	office	at	the	U.S.	Capitol.

Congressman	Joe	Barton	(R-TX)	and	President	of	the	U.S.	Association	of	Former	Members	of	Congress,	former	Congressman	
Cliff	Stearns	taking	a	group	photo	after	an	avid	discussion	with	the	StrategEast	Young	Leadership	Program	2018	delegation.
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“Next Generation Leaders from the Eurasia Region” executive dinner organized by the Business Council for International Understanding 
(BCIU) with	BCIU	Senior	Vice	President	Jeffrey	Donald,	Skypower	Global	Director	for	Global	Intelligence	and	Integration	Zul	Kapadia,	Anticorruption	
Center	Specialist	 and	Funding	Director	Erkaiym	Mambetalieva,	3M	Director	of	 International	Affairs	Brittany	Masalosalo,	StrategEast	 Founder	and	
President	Anatoly	Motkin,	APCO	Worldwide	Senior	Advisor	and	Former	Deputy	Assistant	Secretary	of	Commerce	for	Europe,	Middle	East	and	Africa	
Matthew	Murray,	Sierra	Nevada	Corporation	Director	for	 International	Programs	Ertem	Mutlu,	Tellurian	Vice	President	Ambassador	Albert	Nahas,	
Shell	Director	 for	 International	Government	Relations	Eric	Pelofsky,	Skypower	Global	Director	 for	 International	and	 Institutional	Relations	Shamini	
Selvaratnam,	 Oracle	 Senior	 Director	 for	 Global	 Development	 Prosser	 Stirling,	 APR	 Energy	 Managing	 Director	 for	 Government	 Relations	 Eric	
Toumayan,	Medtronic	Senior	International	Relations	Specialist	EMEA/MEACAT	Cherine	Yassien�	and	others.

Panel Discussion on the Western expectations with respect to economic engagement, trade, and investment at the German Marshall 
Fund of the United States. 
From	left	to	right:	StrategEast	Founder	and	President	Anatoly	Motkin,	Overseas	Private	Investment	Corporation	(OPIC)	Office	of	Investment	Policy	
Vice	President	Merryl	Burpoe,	the	German	Marshall	Fund	of	the	United	States	(GMF)	Senior	Fellow	Jonathan	Katz,	British	Petroleum	America	Inc	Head	
of	International	Affairs	Robert	M.Scher�	and	Center	for	International	Private	Enterprise	(CIPE)	Program	Officer	for	Europe	&	Eurasia	Eric	Hontz.
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Carnegie	Endowment	for	International	Peace	Senior	Fellow	Paul	Stronski	meeting	the	StrategEast	Young	Leadership	Program	2018	delegation.

StrategEast	Young	Leadership	
Program	2018	participants	
posing	together	in	front	of		
the	U.S.	Capitol	between	
meetings	and	enjoying	the	viewV	
of	Washington,	D.C.	
/eft	to	right:	State	Secretary	of	
the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	
and	European	Integration	of	the	
Republic	of	Moldova	Tatiana	
Molcean,	Deputy	Minister	of	
Environmental	Protection	and	
Agriculture	of	Georgia	Nino	
Tandilashvili�	and	Deputy	Minister	
of	Energy	and	Coal	Industry	on	
European	Integration	of	Ukraine	
Nataliya	Boyko.

Newseum	Vice	Chair		Shelby	Coffey,	speaking	to	the	StrategEast	
Young	 Leadership	 Program	 2018	 participants	 about	 the	 role	
of	 the	 press,	 and	 the	 relationship	 between	 the	 press	 and	
the	government	at	the	Newseum,	in	Washington,	D.C.

Congressman	Michael	 Turner	 (R-OH)	and	Vice	Minister	of	
Justice	of	the	Republic	of	Kazakhstan	Nataliya	Pan	shaking	
hands	after	a	meeting	with	the	Congressman.



18     STRATEGEAST  ANNUAL REPORT 2O18

A	group	of	StrategEast	Young	Leadership	Program	2018	
delegates	during	their	visit	to	Richmond,	VA,	for	the	2-day	
Open	World	Program,	together	with	the	hosting	commLWWHH	
of	Virginia	Commonwealth	University	(VCU).	
Local	host	coordinators:	VCU	Globe’s	Kill	Blondin	and	Global	
Education	Office’s	Elizabeth	Hiett.

A	group	of	StrategEast	Young	Leadership	
Program	2018	delegates	during	their	visit	to	
Philadelphia,	PA,	for	the	2-day	Open	World	
Program,	together	with	the	local	coordinator	
Lissa	Morinsky	from	Citizen	Diplomacy	
International	of	Philadelphia.

Panel	Discussion,	organized	by	the	Center	for	International	Private	Enterprise	(CIPE)	with	(from	left	to	right)	CIPE	Program	Officer	for	
Europe	&	Eurasia	Eric	Hontz,	Office	of	the	General	Counsel	of	the	U.S.	Department	of	Commerce	International	Attorney-Advisor	
with	the	CLDP	Arezo	Yazd,	CIPE	Director	of	Development	and	Partnerships	and	Regional	Director	for	Europe,	Eurasia	and	South	
Africa	Marc	Schleifer,	CIPE	Director	of	Knowledge	Management	Kim	E.	Betcher,	U.S.	Department	of	Commerce	Desk	officer	Boris	
Chumak�	and	APCO	Worldwide	Senior	Advisor	and	Former	Deputy	Assistant	Secretary	of	Commerce	for	Europe,	Middle	East,	and	
Africa	Matthew	Murray�	in	Washington,	D.C.
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Our Young Leadership Program is not only about obtaining new skills that will allow 
participants to collaborate more e�ectively with U.S. institutions, but also about 
demonstrating the benefits of a strong civil society working towards economic 
sustainability.”

The most positive result of the program was perhaps 
the opportunity to represent our countries, to demonstrate 
the work carried out in our sectors, and to exchange experiences. 
This exchange allows us to establish effective cooperation  with 
experts and organizations.”

The StrategEast Young Leadership Program o�ered a targeted, 
well-structured program with excellent discussions and 
opportunities to gain insights into U.S. policy and decision-making 
processes. In addition, this was a great way to share  
best practices.”

The Young Leadership Program was a great opportunity for me to 
deeply understand the democratic processes in the U.S. society 
and its public service sector. I received the tools which I can use 
in challenging situations when trying to achieve justice in our
countries. The diversity of the meetings helped us to find the right 
solutions for the issues that we must be able to resolve every day 
while we serve our government.”

Anatoly Motkin 

President of StrateJEast

Vadim ZAKREVSKY
Deputy	Minister	of	Energy	of	Belarus

Tatiana MOLCEAN
State	Secretary	of	the	Ministry	of	Foreign	Affairs	and	European	Integration	of	Moldova

Natalya PAN 
Deputy	Minister	of	Justice	of	Kazakhstan

The	participants	of	the	StrategEast	
Young	Leadership	Program	2018	
visited	Richmond	and	Philadelphia,	
where	the	Open	World	Leadership	
Center	and	hosting	organizations	– 
Citizen	Diplomacy ,QWHUQDWLRQDO RI 
3KLODGHOSKLD� 9LUJLQLD &RPPRQZHDOWK 

8QLYHUVLW\� DQG )+, ��� r organized	
meetings	with representatives	of	
local	governmentV	and	NGOs.	
An	exciting	part	of	the	program	
included	homestays	DW local	
communities.	By	living	LQ average	
American	familLHV,	the	deputy	

PLQLVters	had	the	chance	to	candidly	
discuss	different	topics	over	food	
with	“real”	people,	and	thus	gain	
insights	into	authentic	American	
culture,	which	they	would	never	
otherwise	experience	during	a	
typical	trip	to	the	United	States.
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In the Media
StrategEast	also	reports	on	its	program	
ideas	through	Op-Eds	in	various	media	
venues.	In	2017,	the	0RUQLQJ &RQVXOW	
published	6WUDWHJ(DVW 3UHVLGHQW 
Anatoly	Motkin’s	Op-Ed	“:HVWHUQ 
Integration	of	Post-Soviet	Countries	
and	Russian Democratization,”	in	
which,	in	particular,	a	fundamental	
message	of	StrategEast	was	stated:	
“u$OO RU QRWKLQJu SROLWLFV LQ WKH IRUP RI 
GHPRFUDWL]DWLRQ LQ SRVW�6RYLHW 
FRXQWULHV KDV SURYHQ WR EH LQHIIHFWLYH� 
:H VHH DV PXFK PRUH HIIHFWLYH D 
JUDGXDO GHYHORSPHQW RI LQGHSHQGHQW 
LQVWLWXWHV LQ WKHVH FRXQWULHV LQ 
H[FKDQJH IRU WKH H[SDQVLRQ RI 
HFRQRPLF FRRSHUDWLRQ�”

In July	2018,	the	)LQDQFLDO 7LPHV 
published	Mr. Motkin’s	Op-Ed	called	
“Tech	Holds the Key	to Reforming	
Central Asia�”in which	the	StrategEast	
President outlined	the	major	ideas	and	
principles	for	the	implementation	of the	
Global Minds	Initiative	program in the	
countries of	Central Asia.	
“Young	people	are	eager	to	prosper	in	
a	world	where	borders and	distances	
are	less	significant	than	ever	before.	
Now	is	the	time	for governments and	
the global	tech	sector to	provide	the	
framework	and encouragement	for	
them	to	work	hard and drive	real	
economic development across	the post-
Soviet	region,” ZURWH	Mr. Motkin�

Anatoly	Motkin	also	took	part	in	the	
recording	of	the	podcast	named	
“Democracy	that	Delivers”	for	the	
Center	for	International	Private	
Enterprise	(CIPE)	LQ which	the	growth	of	
digital	economies	in	the	former	Soviet	
Union	was	discussed.	He	provided	DQ 
in-depth	explanation	on	how	D recentO\ 
LQWURGXFHG	piece	of	legislation	in	
Belarus r Whe	Decree	on	Developing	the	
Digital	Economy	r Zas	designed	to	spur	
growth	in	the	IT	sector	through	various	
tax	incentives.	The	StrategEast	President	
also	discussed	how	countries	like	
Belarus	DUH	more	advanced	WKDQ RWKHUV 
LQ WKH UHJLRQ in	the	VSKHUH	of	JURZLQJ 
their	digital	economies.

CIPE	guest	host	Maiko	Nakagaki	and	podcast	guest	Anatoly	Motkin
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StrategEast’s Plans 
for the 1HDU )XWXUH

Regional
Monitoring

StrategEast	monitors	the	most	
important	news	relating	to	the	PSNR	
region	and	presents	its	audience	with	
an	up-to-date	and	relevant	review	of	
the	factors	affecting	the	connection	of	
thRse	countries	to	the	West.

StrategEast	Regional	Monitoring	of	
PSNR	countries	includes	systematic	
reviews	of	publications	from	major	

media	outlets	of	the	14	countries.	
Each	month	we	publish	about	150	
selected	news	stories	and	DUWLFOHV	oQ	
current	affairs	issues	from	across	WKH 
Eastern	Europe,	the	Baltic	states,	the	
Caucasus UHJLRQ�	and	Central	Asia.

The	news	feed	is	updated	on	a	daily	
basis	and	can	be	DFFHVVHG	on	our	
website,	Twitter�	and	newsletter.

StrategEast	KDV passed	WKH	stages	of	
formation	and	institutionalization,	
developed	a	mission	and	a	strategy,	
created	its	flagship	programs,	earned	
a	certain	reputation	both	among	
GHFLVLRQ�PDNHUV LQ WKH :est	and		
the	leaders	of	PSNR	countries.

6WUDWHJ(DVW
V SODQ IRU	the	QHDU IXWXUH	
LV to	continue	expanding	its	activities	
to	promote	the	westernization	of	the	
post-Soviet	space.

According	to	the	Westernization	Index 
ILQGLQJV,	the	PSNR	countries	are	much	
more	open	to	economic	UDWKHU WKDQ 
SROLWLFDO UHIRUPV� and	we	will	WKHUHIRUH 
DFW	through	the	implementation	RI 
HFRQRPLF FKDQJHV DQG FUHDWLRQ RI 
JXDUDQWHH PHFKDQLVPV IRU SURSHUW\ 
ULJKWV DQG WKH UXOH RI ODZ�

• $s	the	continuation	WR the
Westernization	Index	2018,
StrategEast	will	develop	and
present	D	Westernization
Report FRYHULQJ	new	trends	in
the	PSNR countries WKDW	KDYH D
significant HIIHFW LQIOXHQFLQJ
changes	WR	the	degree of	thRse
countriesu	westernization

• 7he	implementation	of	the
Global Minds	Initiative	will
focus	on the countries	of	the
&DXFDVXV DQG CHQWUDO AVLD,
where	we	DUH planQLQJ	to
provide	technical	FRRSHUDWLRQ
in	organizing	WKH OHDUQLQJ
SURFHVVHV for	the	local	IT
VSHFLDOLVWV� DQG GHYHORSPHQW
RI UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV IRU
LPSURYLQJ WKH OHJLVODWLRQ

in	this	ILHOG,	which	will	
result	in	the	creation	of	a	
new�	transparent	sector	of	
the	economy	in	thRse	
countries

• $	pool	of	experts	will	be
fully formed	to	provide	up-
to-date analytics	RI	the
PSNR	region

• :e	will	GLOLJHQWO\ continue
to inform	all our	partners
about the	most significant
developments	in	the PSNR
countries	through	our
regional monitoring,	and
continue sharing	new
FRQFHSWV DQG	ideas about
the	ZHVWHUQL]DWLRQ	of the
3615 UHJLRQ	in	our	Op-Eds.

6WUDWHJ(DVW FRQWLQXHV WR FRQGXFW 
UHJXODU PRQLWRULQJ RI WKH 3615 UHJLRQ� 

6WUDWHJ(DVW 5HJLRQDO 0RQLWRULQJ LV WKH 
OHDGLQJ VRXUFH RI HFRQRPLF� EXVLQHVV� 
ILQDQFLDO� DQG SROLWLFDO LQIRUPDWLRQ 
DERXW WKH UHJLRQ� WUDFNLQJ DQG 
UHSRUWLQJ RQ WKH DGRSWLRQ DQG 
LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ RI WKH :HVWHUQ PRGHO 
LQ WKH 3615 FRXQWULHV�



22     STRATEGEAST  ANNUAL REPORT 2O18

Advisory Board

Horton
Beebe-Center

President, the Eurasia 
)oundation and &hairman, 
*azelle )inance

HeadinJ Eurasia )oundation,
Mr. %eeEe�&enter made 
a Jreat contriEution to 
thebdeYelopment of small 
and medium Eusinesses in 
post�SoYiet countries.
7hebimplementation of Jood 
JoYernance and inYolYement 
of thebciYil society in political 
life are always at thebcenter 
of his attention. )luent in 
5ussian, Mr. %eeEe�&enter 
holds a %.$. in SoYiet Studies 
from %rown 8niYersity and 
an M.$. in 5ussian studies 
from HarYard 8niYersity.

Daniel A. Witt

President, Ζnternational
7a[ and ΖnYestment &enter

:orNinJ on thebdrafts of ta[ 
codes of many countries of 
thebformer 8SS5,  Mr. :itt 
always followed thebprinciples 
of Jood practices. 7hanNs to 
thebcontriEution of Mr. :itt, 
thebeconomies of these 
countries haYe Jained a new 
chance for sustainaEle 
deYelopment and confidence 
in thebworld. Mr. :itt receiYed 
a %%$ �MaJna &um /aude� in 
PuElic $dministration and an 
M%$ in finance from :estern 
MichiJan 8niYersity.

In the spring of 2018, StrategEast formed its Advisory Board for the purpose of further 
organizational institutionalization. The  Advisory Board members provide assistance to 
the managerial team of StrategEast in developing the Center's strategy, contribute to 
the advancement of StrategEast's programs, and promote the general idea of 
westernization of post-Soviet countries in governmental and non-governmental 
organizations in the United States and Western Europe.

MEMBERS OF THE ADVISORY BOARD ARE:

Michael Haltzel

Senior )ellow, -ohns HopNins 
School of $dYanced 
Ζnternational Studies

Mr. Haltzel has made a   
Jreat contriEution to the
estaElishment of peace and 
security in thebreJion of 
Eastern Europe after thebfall 
of thebcommunist reJimes. 
He is a recipient of state 
decorations from many 
Eastern European States, has 
serYed as 2S&E monitor for 
thebfirst post�war elections in 
%osnia, and is the author or 
editor of ten EooNs on 
European History and 
Ζnternational 5elations. 
Mr. Haltzel holds a Ph.D. in 
History from HarYard 
8niYersity.
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